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British Columbia:  entry books of correspondence, 1 July 1858 - 11 August 1871.  
(C.O. 398, volumes 1-7) 
 
Letterbook copies of despatches to British Columbia from the Secretary of State for 
the Colonies, and of letters to departments of the British government and to 
individuals from the Secretary of State on matters relating to British Columbia. 
 
Volumes 1, 2, 5, and 7 contain despatches.  Volumes 3, 4 and 6 contain letters to 
public offices and individuals.  Letters to public offices and individuals have been 
copied into the letter books in a single chronological series.  However, they are 
indexed at the end of the volumes under the names of public offices and under the 
initial letters of individual's names.  Public offices include Admiralty, Crown Agents, 
Council, Emigration Commissioners, Foreign Office, Home Office, Law Officers (or 
Attorney General), Treasury, War Office, etc. 
 
BCARS also holds the duplicate original despatches [catalogued as C/AB/10.2/1 and 
as volume 2 of C/AA/10.2/1].  They usually include enclosures not copied into the 
letter books which were microfilmed for this unit. 
 
Provenance:  Purchased from the National Archives of Canada, 1974. 
 
 
Reel # C.O. 

Vol. 
Contents Index 

page 
Date range 

     
B0001 398/1 Despatches from London 495 1 Jul 1858-27 Jun 

1861 
     
B0001 398/2 Despatches from London 503 14 Jul 1861-1 Apr 

1867 
     
B0001 398/3 Letters to offices and 

individuals  (pages 1-206) 
 4 Jan 1864-1 Jun 

1865 
     
B0002 398/3 Letters to offices and 

individuals  (pages 207-) 
391 2 Jun 1865-12 

Jun 1866 
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B0002 398/4 Letters to offices and 

individuals 
391 21 Jun 1866-24 

Jul 1869 
     
B0002 398/5 Despatches from London 507 2 Apr 1867-26 

Jan 1871 
     
B0002 398/6 Letters to offices and 

individuals  (pages 1-146) 
 24 Jul 1869-11 

Aug 1871 
     
B0003 398/6 Letters to offices and 

individuals (pages 387-; pages 
147-386 blank) 

387 1869-1871 

     
B0003 398/7 Despatches from London 509 1 Feb 1871-13 Jul 

1871 
 


