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GR-3096 
British Columbia.  Dept. of Lands and Works. 
Crown land grant indexes 
Microfilm (neg.)     1869-1930    35 mm (6 reels)    [B14428-B14433] 
 
The administration of Crown lands was the responsibility of the Chief Commissioner of Lands 
under successive governments (Colony of Vancouver Island, Colony of British Columbia, 
Province of British Columbia) until 1911.  In 1911 the Chief Commissioner was replaced by the 
Minister of Lands.  In 1929 the Minister delegated authority for Crown lands to the Lands 
Branch, headed by the Superintendent of Lands. 
 
The series consists of indexes to Crown land grants.  (See GR-3097 for BC Archives microfilm 
copies of Crown land grants.)  While crown land grants were issued from 1857 on, no 
comprehensive indexes to crown land grants were compiled before 1869. 
 
The indexes are recorded in bound volumes, each containing an alphabetical index to one or 
more annual volumes of Crown land grant registers.   The arrangement and content of the 
indexes has evolved over time. 
 
From 1869 until 1912, each index volume consists of two sections.  The first section is an 
alphabetical listing of surnames of grantees and of lots (in cases where a lot was given a name, 
for example “Copper King”), with corresponding lot registration numbers.  The second section, 
arranged by registration number, records additional information used for tracking the Crown 
grant registration process.  From 1869 until 1901, each index volume spans two or more years 
of grants.  From 1902 onward, each index volume corresponds to one calendar year of 
registrations. 
 
Starting in 1908 (overlapping with the earlier indexing system for five years), a new indexing 
system was implemented and at first entitled “General Index to Crown Grants.”  These indexes 
consist of only one section, organized alphabetically by the first letter of the grantee’s surname.  
Within each letter section, grants are recorded in order by date of registration.  The first volume 
of the General Index includes grantees from 1908 to 1911; the second volume covers 1912.  
From 1913 on, when the first indexing system was discontinued, each index volume 
corresponds to a calendar year of registrations. 
 
The following information is recorded in the indexes:  district name, grant number and name, 
grantee name, amount charged for the grant, date of the grant, surveyed designation, acreage, 
how the land was acquired (including the method of purchase, such as at auction or by pre-
emption, or the type of grant, such as mineral claim or returning soldier homestead), 
assessment district, surveyed designation, and location. 
 
The series title was taken from the applicable records classification system.  The volumes are 
also known as Crown grant registers. 
 
The records were removed from the bound volumes and microfilmed in 1999-2000 by the 
Genealogical Society of Utah.  Digitized copies of the reels are available on FamilySearch. 
 
An online index is available at  http://a100.gov.bc.ca/pub/gator/crowngrantsearchrequest.do  
but is incomplete.  
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Related records include: 
GR-3097 Crown land grants (1869-1930) 
GR-3139 Crown land grants (1851-1874) 
GR-3140 Crown land auctioneers’ agreements (1899-1914) 
GR-1069 Herald Street Collection [ca. 1805s to 1970s] 

 
 


