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In 1895, the Local Council of Women of Victoria formed the Friendly Help
Association "to assist families in distress." The F.H.A. was virtually the first
private organization especially devoted to social welfare work in Victoria.

On 20 June 1901, the Children's Aid Society of Victoria was incorporated under
provisions of the "Children's Protection Act" (Chap. 9.9, 1901, B.C. Statutes) by
the action of fourteen Victoria women. In 1901, the first home for children was
established on Fern Street. A succession of homes were managed by the C.A.S.
until 1933, when the home, then on Pandora Street, was condemned and the
society turned to the placing of children in foster homes.

Meanwhile, in 1912 the Social Service Commission was formed by the Ministerial
Association for "the betterment of social, moral and industrial conditions." In
1923, the name changed to the Social Service League. In 1933, the Social
Service League amalgamated with the Friendly Help Association to form the
Friendly Help Welfare Association, later in 1938 changed to the Family Welfare
Association. In 1931, to combat the depression, the Victoria Citizens
Unemployment Relief Fund (The Mayor's Fund) was established. Three years
later, the Friendly Help Welfare Association took over the work of the Mayor's
Fund.

In 1947, the Family Welfare Association and the Children's Aid Society
amalgamated. In 1951, the amalgamated organization, still officially in the
Children's Aid Society of Victoria, named its program the Family and Children's
Service, and operated under that rubric until 1973 when the organization was
absorbed by the Department of Human Resources.

The records consist of minutes, annual reports, correspondence, journals,
clippings and miscellaneous papers.

Photographs transferred to Visual Records, accession 197908-13.

The records were presented to the PABC by Miss N. Couchman, Executive
Secretary, Family and Children's Service in 1975.

Box Files Contents Date range
1 Minutes (4 volumes) May 1912 - Feb 1932
2 Minutes (2 volumes) Apr 1932 - Jun 1947
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3 Minutes (2 volumes) May 1947 - Dec 1957

4 Minutes (2 volumes) Jan 1958 - Apr 1969
5 1-5 Minutes Jun 1969 - Jun 1973
6 1-7 Annual reports 1919-1973
7 1-7 Committee minutes 1951-1973
8 1-2 Executive Director's reports 1952-1973
8 3-4 Executive Committee, minutes 1966-1973
9 1 Children's Aid Society, constitution and by-laws 1901-1972
9 2 Study of Family Welfare Association and 1947
Children's Aid Society, Ada Mary McGeer (321
pages)
9 3 Correspondence 1965-1973
10 1 Children's Aid Society, secretary's reports 1902-1917
10 2 Children's Aid Society, secretary's reports 1918-1929
10 3 Children's Aid Society, Ladies Auxiliary, 1937-1951
account book
11 1-2 Children's Aid Society, Children's Aid Home, Jan 1931 - Sep 1933
journals
12 1 Correspondence 1933-1944
12 2 Correspondence 1945-1948
12 3 Amalgamation and related correspondence 1937-1971
12 4 Administration 1946-1947
12 6 City of Victoria - Social Welfare Dept. 1940-1951
12 7 City of Victoria - Social Welfare Dept. 1942-1946
12 8 City of Victoria - Social Welfare Dept. - intake 1945-1952
reports
12 9 Community Chest 1933-1945
13 1 Community Welfare Council 1942-1950
13 2 Investments
13 3-4 Statistics 1952-1973
14 1 Council on Service to Children and Family 1970-1973
14 2-7 Association of Children's Aid Societies, minutes
and correspondence
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Family (Help) Welfare Association and Social
Service League

Social Service Commission, Board of Directors
and Control, minutes

Sunshine Camp, committee minutes

Journal

Board minute books
Committee minutes

Annual reports

Friendly Welfare Association and Social Service
League, incorporation as a society

Friendly Help Association, financial statement
Friendly Help and Family Welfare Association,
correspondence

Friendly Help and Family Welfare Association,
minutes, reports, financial statements

F.W.A., cash statements

F.HW.A. and F.W.A,, lists of board members
F.W.A., annual reports of General Secretary
and/or President

F.W.A., minutes of annual meetings

F.W.A., miscellaneous papers

F.W.A., papers re the estate of Mary S.
Campbell

Fred Landsberg Sunshine Camp, minutes
Clippings

Friendly Help Association, clippings and
account books

Friendly Help Association and Friendly Help
Welfare Association, annual reports and
minutes

Minute books

Friendly Help Welfare Association and Family,
Welfare Association, minutes and reports

Family Welfare Association, minutes
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Feb 1916 - Jan 1926

Jan 1929 - Sep 1933
Jun 1929 - Sep 1931

Feb 1926 - Oct 1933-
Jun 1923 - Jan 1925

1923-1933
1904

1933-1947
1934-1936
1939-1941
1936-1941
1937-1947

1939-1948

1934-1948

1910-1931

Feb 1934 - Feb 1938

Jan 1921 - Jun 1933

Dec 1936 - Dec 1939

Dec 1945 - Nov 1948



