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British Columbia's twenty-sixth premier, David Barrett, was born in Vancouver on
October 2, 1930. The son of a fruiterer, he attended local schools before graduating
from Britannia High School in 1948. He completed a Bachelor of Arts degree in
Philosophy at Seattle University in 1953 and earned a Master of Social Work degree
at St. Louis (Missouri) University in 1956.

In 1957, after working as a probation officer for the St. Louis juvenile courts, Barrett
was appointed staff training officer at the Haney Correctional Institute near
Vancouver. He held this position until July 1959 when he was dismissed by the
Attorney-General's department because of his union and political activities at the
Institute. He subsequently joined the Commonwealth Co-operative Federation
[CCF], afterwards called the New Democratic Party [NDP], and in 1960 was elected
MLA for Dewdney.

Having defeated a Social Credit Party cabinet minister in his electoral debut, Barrett
soon established himself as one of the leading figures in the NDP. He was re-
elected in 1963 in Dewdney and, when the riding was redistributed, was elected for
Coquitlam in 1966 and 1969. The following year (June 1970) he succeeded Thomas
Berger as leader of the NDP and Leader of the Opposition in the Legislature.

In 1972 Barrett led the NDP to victory over W.A.C. Bennett's Social Credit Party,
which had held power in B.C. since 1952. The new government moved quickly to
redress a number of economic and social concerns. Crown corporations were
established to take over pulp and paper mills which were threatened with closure by
private companies; a universal automobile insurance plan run by another new
corporation, the Insurance Corporation of British Columbia [ICBC] was introduced.
Other reforms included the introduction of a guaranteed minimum income for B.C.
residents, free prescription drugs for the elderly, and consumer protection legislation.
As well, Barrett's government established agricultural land reserves and granted
public employees the right to strike.

Although his reforms were applauded in many quarters, Barrett's programmes were
criticised for being too costly. His close relationship with organized labour also
suffered when his government introduced back-to-work legislation aimed at several
striking trade unions. As a result, the NDP was defeated by a conservative Social
Credit coalition (led by W.R. Bennett, son of the former premier) in the election of
December 1975. Barrett, the province's first socialist premier, lost his own riding of
Coquitlam in that election.

Barrett regained a seat in the Legislature in June 1976 when he won a by-election in
the riding of Vancouver East. He was re-elected there in 1979 and again in 1983.
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Still, he was unable to defeat the Social Credit government in these two general
elections and in May 1983 he resigned as leader of the NDP. The following year he
retired from the Legislature and began a new career as a radio talk-show host in
Vancouver.

MS-2120 consists of politically related correspondence, reports and other documents
accumulated by Barrett between 1971 and 1976 during his years as MLA for
Vancouver East, Leader of the Opposition and Leader of the British Columbia New
Democratic Party. Also included are abbreviated caucus minutes and NDP position
papers on such topics as BC Hydro, health services, labour relations, and
environment and land use. However, despite the outside dates of this collection,
MS-2120 contains almost no material pertaining to Barrett's tenure as premier of
British Columbia.

Inexplicably, records dealing with the years 1972-1975 were missing when this
material was accessioned by the BC Archives in May 1984. Moreover, although
extensive enquiries have been made at the NDP caucus offices (which had custody
of this material) and of Mr. Barrett himself, the BC Archives has not been able to
determine the whereabouts of these key records. The records may have been
destroyed or they may have been given to someone outside of the government.
Whatever the case, records relating to the office of the premier, 1972-1975, were
alienated from this larger unit of records before the material was transferred to the
BC Archives.

Related records, consisting of Barrett's miscellaneous and general correspondence,
1983-1984, are to be found in MS-2179 and MS-1928. Other records, dealing with
CCF/NDP policies and programmes, are to be found in the papers of Barrett's
predecessor, Robert M. Strachan, in MS-1291.

Maps were transferred to map division, accession numbers M856065 and M85607 3.

Records transferred from the NDP Caucus Office, Parliament Buildings, 1984.

Box File Contents Date
Miscellaneous correspondence files 1972-1976

1 1 Personal Jun 1971

1 2 Personal 1972

1 3 Premier: personal Nov 1972

1 4 Personal: John Woods, executive assistant to the 1973
Premier

1 5 Personal 1973

1 6 Premier: personal 1974
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Personal

Personal

New Democratic Party (NDP): Federal & Provincial
matters

Premier: gifts

Invitations

Invitations extended

Campaign contributions

Premier: pictures

Premier: honourary appointments
Premier: honourary positions accepted
Press clippings

Election "props"

Telegrams

Ambassadors/consul generals, etc.
British Columbia Government Employees Union
[BCGEU]

Gas bills for Premier's car
Government personnel

Newspaper subscription renewals
Premier's office personnel
Publications not renewed

Queen's Printer

Schools and principals: list of B.C.
Miscellaneous statements, packing slips, etc.
Telephone [BC Tel] statements
Travelling expenses re Mr. H. Price
Xerox

Messages from the Premier
Thank-you letters for gifts

Xmas cards and greetings

Post election messages

Alberni
Boundary-Similkameen
Burnaby

Cariboo

Chilliwack

Comox

Coquitlam
Cowichan Malahat
Delta

Dewdney
Esquimalt
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1975
1975

Dec 1975
1974

1975
1975

1974

1973-1974

1973-1974

1974-1975
1974-1975

1975-1976

1975-1976
1975-1976
1975-1976
1975-1976
1975-1976
1975-1976
1975-1976
1975-1976
1975-1976
1975-1976
1975-1976
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Fort George
Kamloops
Kootenay
Langley
Mackenzie
Nanaimo
Nelson-Creston
New Westminster
North Burnaby
North Okanagan
North Peace
North Vancouver
Omineca

Prince Rupert
Revelstoke-Slocan
Richmond
Rossland-Trail
Saanich & the Islands
Shuswap

Skeena

South Okanagan
South Peace River
Surrey
Vancouver
Vancouver
Vancouver
Vancouver
Victoria

West Vancouver
Yale-Lillooet

Out of province

Correspondence

By-election victory messages
Accounts
Agriculture
Anniversaries
Attorney General
Attorney General
BC Hydro

BC Railway
Caucus
Congratulations
Consumer services
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1975-1976
1975-1976
1975-1976
1975-1976
1975-1976
1975-1976
1975-1976
1975-1976
1975-1976
1975-1976
1975-1976
1975-1976
1975-1976
1975-1976
1975-1976
1975-1976
1975-1976
1975-1976
1975-1976
1975-1976
1975-1976
1975-1976
1975-1976
1975-1976
1975-1976
1975-1976
1975-1976
1975-1976
1975-1976
1975-1976
1975-1976

1976-1983

1976
1976
1976
1976
1976
1976
1976
1976
1976
1976
1976
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10
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10
11
11
11
11
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12
12
12
13
13
13
13
13
13
13
14
14
14
14
14
14
15
15
15
15
15
15
15
15
15
16
16
16

16
17
17

(@)

N &

»

AN

N> Go

CDII\)—\©OO\ICDU'I-hool\)—\\lCDU'l-hOO—\\ICDU'I-hOOl\)—\\ICDOO—\OO\II\)—\OOCDU'I-hl\)—\—\©
(&)}

N =~
w

Economic Development
Education energy
Environment and land use
Federal matters

Finance

Forests

Health services

Highways

Housing

Human Resources

ICBC

Indian Affairs

Invitations accepted
Invitations declined

Labour

Labour: worker's compensation
Land

Legislative matters

MLAs

Mines

Miscellaneous

Municipal Affairs

New Democratic Party

New Democratic Party notices
Pictures

Premier's office

Provincial Secretary

Press releases

Public Works

Recreation and Conservation
Speakers' notes

Telegrams

Transport & communications
Travel industry

Vancouver East

Women's rights

Accounts

Agriculture

Anniversaries

Attorney General

Attorney General re capsizing of the trawler “Miss
Jean”

BC Cellulose

BC Hydro

BC Railway
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1977
1977

1977
1977
1977
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Caucus

Caucus: applications for research assistant

Congratulations
Condolences
Consumer services
Education

Environment
Environment
Environment: Kitimat pipeline
Economic Development
Energy

Federal matters
Finance

Forests

Health

Highways

Housing

Human Resources
Human Resources
Indian Affairs

ICBC

Invitations accepted
Invitations declined
Labour

Labour

Labour: worker's compensation
Lands

Legislative matters
MLAs

Mines and petroleum
Municipal Affairs
Miscellaneous
Miscellaneous

NDP: Koenig

NDP

NDP

NDP: notices

Ocean Falls
Order-in-Council resumés
Order-in-Council resumés
Personal

Premier's office
Pictures and biography
Press releases
Provincial Secretary
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1977
1977
1977
1977
1977
1977
1977
1977
1977
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31
31
31
31
31
32
32
32
32
32
32
33
33
33
33
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35
35
35
35
35
35
35
35
36
36
36
36
36
36
36
36
37
37
37
37
37
38
38
38
39
39
39
39
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Public Works

Transportation & communication
Throne speech

Travel industry

Recreation

Speakers notes

Telegrams

Thank-you'’s

Vancouver East

Women's rights

Bill 33

Bill 33

Good Samaritan Farm Produce Ltd.
NDP convention: papers

NDP convention: literature
Correspondence outward flimsies

Accounts

Agriculture
Anniversaries

Attorney General

Auditor General

BC Buildings Corporation
BC Energy Commission
BC Ferries

BC Hydro

BC Railway

BC Telephone Company
Caucus [see also box 53, files 3-10]
Christmas card list
Condolences
Congratulations
Consumer services
Crown corporations
Economic Development
Education

Energy

Environment
Environment

Federal matters

Finance

Finance

Forests

Great Britain trip

Great Britain & Germany trip

1972-1983

1977
1977
1977
1977
1977
1977
1977
1977
1977
1977
1977
1977
1977
May 1977
May 1977
Jan 1977 - Jul
1977
1978
1978
1978
1978
1978
1978
1978
1978
1978
1978
1978
1978
1978
1978
1978
1978
1978
1978
1978
1978
1978
1978
1978
1978
1978
1978
1978
1978



40
40
40
40
41
42
42
42
42
43
43
44
44
44
44
44
45
45
46
46
46
46
47
47
47
47
47
47
48
48
48
48
48
48
48
48
48
48

49

49

50
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Health

Health: compulsory heroin treatment
Highways

Housing

Human Resources

Human Resources

Indian Affairs

ICBC

Invitations accepted
Invitations declined
Labour

Land

Legislative matters

Mines

Municipal Affairs
Miscellaneous
Miscellaneous

NDP

NDP: notices
Order-in-Council resumés
Pacific National Exhibition
Pictures & biography
Personal

Premier's office

Press releases

Provincial Secretary

Public Works

Recreation and Conservation
Socialist International
Speakers notes

Telegrams

Thank-you'’s

Throne speech

Transport & communication
Travel industry

Vancouver East

Women's rights
Correspondence outward flimsies

Correspondence outward flimsies
Correspondence outward flimsies

Correspondence outward flimsies

1972-1983

1978
1978
1978
1978
1978
1978
1978
1978
1978
1978
1978
1978
1978
1978
1978
1978
1978
1978
1978
1978
1978
1978
1978
1978
1978
1978
1978
1978
1978
1978
1978
1978
1978
1978
1978
1978
1978
Jul 1979 - Dec
1979
Jan 1979 - Jun
1979
Sep 1978 - Dec
1978
Jan 1978 - Aug
1978
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51
51
51
51
51
51
52
52
52
52
52
52
52
52
52
52
53
53
53
53
53
53
53
53
53
54
54
54
54
54
54
54
54
95
95
56
56
56
57
57
58
58
58
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Correspondence outward flimsies

Correspondence outward flimsies
Accounts

Addresses

Agriculture

Anniversaries

Attorney General

Attorney General

Attorney General

BC Development Corporation
BC Ferries

BC Hydro

BC Railways

BC Resources Investment Corporation

BC Systems Corporation

BC Telephone Company
Campaign

Caucus

Caucus meeting: Nelson
Caucus meeting: Prince George
Caucus meeting: Salmon Arm
Caucus meeting: Powell River
Caucus meeting: Burnaby
Caucus meeting: Campbell River
Caucus meeting: Kitimat
Caucus meeting: Colwood
Caucus staff

Condolences

Congratulations

Consumer services

Crown corporations
Deregulation

Economic Development
Education

Energy

Environment

Environment

Federal matters

Finance

Forestry

Health

Health

Highways

Housing

1972-1983

Sep 1977 - Dec
1977

Aug 1977
1979

1979

1979

1979

1979

1979

1979

1979

1979

1979

1979

1979

1979

1979

1979

1979

18 Nov 1978
28 Oct 1978
14 Oct 1978
30 Sep 1978
3 Jun 1978
6 May 1978
22 Apr 1978
25 Feb 1978
1979

1979

1979

1979

1979

1979

1979

1979

1979

1979

1979

1979

1979

1979

1979

1979

1979

1979



58
59
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60
60
60
61
61
61
62
62
62
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Human Resources

Human Resources

ICBC

ICBC

Indian Affairs

Invitations accepted

Invitations declined

Invitations declined

Labour

Labour: worker’s compensation
Labour: worker’s compensation
Lands

Lands, Parks & Housing: press releases
Legislative matters

Messages

Mines

Miscellaneous

Miscellaneous

Municipal Affairs

NDP

NDP

NDP

NDP: notices

Ombudsman

Order-in-Council resumés

PNE

Personal

Pictures & biography

Premier’s office

Provincial Secretary

Provincial Secretary

Press conference

Press releases

Recreation and Conservation
Speakers' notes

Speeches

Telegrams

Thank-you

Throne speech

Transportation & communications
Travel industry

Women

Notes & jokes

Newspaper clippings
Correspondence outward, flimsies
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1979
1979
1979
Sep 1980
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71
71
71
71
71
72
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73
74
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Correspondence outward, flimsies
Correspondence outward, flimsies

Accounts

Addresses

Agriculture

Anniversaries

Attorney General

Attorney General

BC Ferries

BC Hydro

BC Resources Investment Corporation
BC Telephone

Caucus

Condolences

Congratulations

Consumer & Corporate Affairs
Crown corporations
Education

Education: bills 28 & 33 re teachers’ pensions
Energy

Environment

Environment

Federal matters

Federal matters

Finances

Forests

Health

Highways

Housing

Human Resources

Human Resources

ICBC

Indian Affairs

Industry

Intergovernmental affairs
Invitations accepted
Invitations declined

Labour

Labour

Labour: worker’s compensation
Labour: worker’s compensation: speech material
Lands

Legislative matters
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Jan 1980 - Jun
1980
Nov 1980 - Dec
1980
1980
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1980
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1980
1980
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Lieutenant Governor
Mines
Miscellaneous
Miscellaneous
Municipal Affairs
Municipal Affairs
NDP

NDP: notices

NDP: notices

NDP: SPSSH [Statistical Package for the Social

Sciences]

Newspaper clippings

Parks

Personal

Pictures & biography

Premier

Press releases

Provincial Secretary

Provincial Secretary

Provincial Secretary re citizenship
Small business development
Special file

Speeches

Sports, Recreation and Culture
Supreme court: Bennett vs. Stupich
Telegrams

Thank-you

Tourism

Transit & fisheries
Transportation

Trip to Japan

Universities, Science and Communication
Vancouver East

Women

Vancouver East

Accounts

Addresses

Agriculture

Anniversaries

Attorney General, A-L

Attorney General, M-Z

BC Ferries

BC Hydro

BC Place

BC Railway
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BC Resources Investment Corporation
BC Telephone

Caucus

Communications re projectionists
Condolences

Congratulations

Consumer & Corporate Affairs
Draft columns & research notes
Education

Energy

Energy

Environment: Amax, Alice Arm
Environment

Environment

Federal matters

Federal matters (includes constitution)
Finance

Fisheries

Forests

Government Services

Health: balanced billing

Health

Health

Health: includes urea formaldehyde foam insulation
Highways

Housing

Housing

Human resources

ICBC

ICBC

Indian Affairs

Industry & Small Business
Intergovernmental affairs
Invitations accepted

Invitations declined

Labour

Labour

Labour: worker's compensation
Lands

Legislative matters

Mines and Petroleum
Miscellaneous

Miscellaneous

Miscellaneous

Miscellaneous
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Municipal Affairs

NDP

NDP

Ombudsman

Parks

PNE

Personnel

Pictures & biography

Premier

Provincial Secretary & Government Services
Speaker's chambers

Sports & recreation
Telegrams

Thank-you'’s

Tourism

Transit

Transportation

Universities, Science and Communications
Vancouver East

Accounts

Agriculture

Anniversaries

Attorney General

Attorney General

BC Buildings Corporation

BC Development Corporation
BC Ferries

BC Hydro

BC Rail

BC Resources Investment Corporation
BC Tel

Caucus

Caucus: draft columns
Caucus: research notes
Condolences

Congratulations

Consumer & Corporate Affairs
Consumer & Corporate Affairs
Education

Education

Energy

Environment

Environment

Federal matters

Federal matters
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Finance

Finance

Fisheries

Forests

Health

Health

Highways

Housing

Human resources

Human resources

ICBC

Indian Affairs

Industry & small business
Intergovernmental affairs
Invitations accepted
Invitations accepted
Invitations declined
Invitations declined
Itinerary

Labour

Labour

Lands

Legislative matters

Mines and Petroleum Resources
Miscellaneous
Miscellaneous

Municipal Affairs

Municipal Affairs

NDP

NDP

Ombudsman

Parks

Parks: Cascade wilderness
Personal

Premier

Press releases & clippings
Provincial Secretary & Government Services
Special file

Speeches

Telegrams

Thank-you'’s

Tourism

Transit

Transportation & Highways
Universities, Science and Communications
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Alberni
Boundary/Similkameen
Burnaby

Cariboo

Central Fraser Valley
Chilliwack

Columbia River
Comox
Coquitlam/Port Moody
Cowichan/Malahat
Delta

Dewdney
Esquimalt/Port Renfrew
Kamloops

Kootenay

Langley

Mackenzie

Nanaimo

Nelson

New Westminster
North Island

North Okanagan
North Peace River
Omenica

Prince George

Prince Rupert
Richmond
Rossland/Trail
Saanich & the Islands
Shuswap/Revelstoke
Skeena

Surrey

Vancouver
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Yale/Lillooet
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134 5 Reaction to budget: out of province

134 6 Reaction to budget: unions
134 7-9 Letters of support: personal
135 1-3 Letters of support: personal
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