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unconveotad with tre nuter wordfoy teleszrs» ahle or Yo¥xi '
Trara were hat timee in the old ng fer t:n-Eépggzlf %;t]g%f§£¥+211Wﬂ
wurs, @nd, on the whele, it wia trac from malies, There 13 for :
ipatanco , the =teTy of tha Cpara FTouas Tight, . An aTfort ;n; ma da
moma Amaricang resifante? Usvparsl Yeath ralatod to prwvﬁnt tha 1ﬂ
from taking caata ir th2 parquet of the Viatoria T A/ ;heatrzgr
whkiohx the lattar vesented. DNy stratagy, tickeiae %o iup'nhnt; werl‘
cbtained, =ard on atiempiling tc uss hhem, the doprkeapsr refuacd rdmi
tanca, The orowd af negrean whe wars hiding around the aorne® awai
ing ths outcoma pf tre enfaaver hy tre twa ticket=holdern then Y6 ar
a howling meb, and carrieé the Trentre by axwault. The hnary=hecd
olé man chuckled ,1ani hie body shock with gleenn, wevring hie shriv
handa , he-gleaful vieualized the event. "Ak'll rneve ]
night,” h{f'f{j&fﬂiﬁf{ emphaosized, "Did you get your n:nizgf.tw:Lr
"He," he tignuintti, "did'nt waht them; but we hroke upsthe house
emnahad tha =~ furnitura." ot : ;
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From Convention Number of "The ‘Army enéd Navy VeFPerane of Canada,’
Vancouver B. C., September Number. .
nBritieh Celumbia'e Firet ‘Troope Vers Black----The Pioneer Pifle
Corpe, IB6O0, "
' (By Yajer J. S. Matthews, V. D.!

"The Corve ie compoeted wholly c¢f colcured peremons, moat of whom "
ere. maturalized Britiek subjecte , immigrantse from the Ugizzinfgaz;'ﬁ
a return cf Hiliti&,’ﬁbluntg:rn& Bt:’“fiifi ggr:r:iiﬂéfazha chwn
Jemes Touglere , efterwards S1r Jamee, 24T Ry ctni1a
that the cto
celony of Britieh Celumbia. It informe us : s A
nippesy THfle Corpe" conaisted of one Captaing, two »
Forty pxivates; no hoTBMEL me o T Ca s et A
and 1o &rilled twice a week. e LA i L AL
thus nicknamed, fol every member wae & fuﬁ&-nlooﬂ:th:f%ze‘ Y tasy
fully claim to have been the firet officially authc SRl
v .. Truth ie freugently etranger than fic
f°r§°wiﬂr£:§§§rgogi;§§:-a LR A anrl?eﬂt voluntesr unit cug:rzgr i
he ﬁ;r ed _was narrated to the wriier ecme thirty yeare ago by i ?
O TReCpsoth, cne of the oftiginale of the Black Corpe, and who, at
the time , sbout I906, wae a venerable old man with white locke
ercwmimg & noble head , snd reseidant in Vietoria.
1n the early 60've the emanicpation of elavee In the United Statee wan
a #ing queation , politically, eoon te burmt inte flame ae civil
war, and in the heat of diapute, prier te the actual cuthreak, negroen
were eometimee subjected to persecution. "The colored FwEEy follk in
¢alifornia,” eaid Corporal Beoth, "were dienatiefied with the laws, K"
an expreaelon which, from the manner of ite delivery, conveyad the
imprea=ion that it very mildly described the true mituation, "and
wera leaving,"
Telegates from each emall colored community met at Sen Franclsceo
to consideg how best they could Improve their hare lot, Some had
heard of Aikirslia, whither a number of them went: othere had heard Xyum
Tumors bl o Alskdgeldiitipiiethiere being 8 Britieh coleny to the
North, &% ile Weat nlde of the Rocky Mountaine.. A cormittes of three
wan appointed to vielt ¥ew Caledonia (Britiesh Celdmbia had been w0
called) , interview the Government, and inquirs whather they would be
permitted to lend, and be given protegtion, Governcr Dourlea receaived
them and extended a cordiml invitation to entablish tremeelves on
British acil, and aa a reeult of thie faverahle repert by the com-
mittes, fully six hundred colored pecple , ®c Corporzl Booth stated ,
ehanged their place of abode to E. C. Thoee who were not hampurfd 5
with much woerldly goode ceames up om cld steamehips’Brother Jonathan
and¥Pecifie” two pioneer steemahips which carried thoueands of Eali-
fornin '4%9ere to and frem the golédfields of Cariboo; the Pacific” was
afterwarda sunk in eollieion off “ape Flattery, with a lcoe of about .
100 souls, But many colored folk, with their livestock , farm impless *
mante and household goode ., came up on salling veswele, and were gui
an acquisition to the emall population which then mace the embrayo
caéggg'after the arrival of the immigrante , the citizens of the 1little
capital, Victoria, orgenized a volunteer fire brigade; none had been
nesded previously, but the place was growing. The negroes volunieered
to jcin , and do their part; but the White piloneer laddiens weuld have | .
; none of it: their's ehould be no piabeld company. J
"I‘i& Then racial, began to teke place---none of a eerisus charaoter, for tF
di??PdEﬁ negroen weré good citizene, and while of much importance te the parti-
cipante , nlmo afforded much amusement to the onlookers, and gratly
enlivened theé dull monotomy of life im the ieclated eattlemant an y
unconnected with the outer worldgby telegraph, cabls or Tl vailw
There were hot timen in the old téwn Tor the negroesa!’ but no-sne wae
hurt, and, on the whele, it was free from malics. Thers ie, for
ineotance , the story of the Cpera Houna fight} : in effort wam made
some Americanh renidente ‘Gnrparai Booth relatéd,to preveni the ne
from taking eeate in the  parquet of the Victeria ”‘M 4 Theatre,
wkich the latier resented., Dy stratagy, tickete to two weate weTe)
obtained, and on attempting to ume them, the doorkeeper refuped adm
tance. The crowd of negroes who wers hiding around the corner,aws
img the outcoms pf the endeavor by the twe ticket-holderethen hes
.'a howling meb, snd carried the Thentre by aqa:alt. The hoary-he
0ld man chuckied , and hia body ehook with glegls, waving hie shri
.\ hande , he gleefully visualized the event. RAh'll never forfet t)
inight," he/ // emphaaized, "Did you get your qutq? we
. .iNo," he ejmeulatwd, "did'nt waht them; but we broke up the hou
g Fe e iy o Sfurmiture.” e [ b
ﬂ'TTFmFEEE:rtE:fing denied them membership in the ' swanky fire briga
negroes decided te form an organization of their own, and their:|
tipne ran high. 'They wanted te be soldiers, and that wies old'g
trator, Sir James Douglas, zave the necessary authority ~to pr {‘
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(B. C'a First Troops.)

recruiting., They ®con had revengful eatiefaction of the fire Irigsade,
for they refuesed  to accept un!;"whitl trash" into their ermy, which
soon grew into a healthy looking company of three officers, forty-four
men, and nine band immtruments, . But, alasm, the Bamd bhetraysd them:
here they were stuck: there wams nothing for it but to =dmit 8 whita
bandmaster to teach them how to play. There muwt have been a let of
leve'® labor lost in that warly warfare betiween the whitea of the fire
beigade and the Dblacke of the army: but ¢/ all got wome fun out of
it, and bruises were faw,

~ The uniforms, which included a ehako, for headdrems, were specislly
made for them in England, and were lenued by the Hudeon's Bay Cempany,
They wers blue, with white facinge (another authority eaye orange),
and pipe-clayed fA€IW@d/#/ trappinge, though momeone, most ungenerously,
eaid he thought they were made out of Hudson Bay BElanketw, The armamant
waa miskete----@ld Hudwon Bay flintlecke, although e®cme were more
modern---fitted with baysnets, and loaded with black pewder and lend
btall, wenpone dangercus enough when the powder was= dry, and preperly
handled. A wergeant, detailed from H., M, 8., Swifteure, wae their ine
structer, and they drilled once - - or twilce a week in a very old
hall on View atrest, Vietoria, umed in recent venre ae g roller skating
rink. Sometimen they drilled onm & "common® of about ten mcoram an
Church street,

in the couree of time Governcor Iougla= retired from hie high
office,and Covernor “ernnedy succeeded him (March, 1864)., The inaugral
caramonise  incldent to the inetallation in oaffice of the lettar
brouight the career of the black helgade to & cold, cruel end, The
negroen wiehed to form an emcort , or guard of honor, for Covernor
Kenpnedyupon hie arrival, but the white citizene ware balky, and by no
meane Tell in with the ibea. The civie suthorities finally banned the
pageant leat wuncivil war should break cut, and ma¥ the honore propoaed
for the new representative of Her Mgjemty. Put the negroee, not to be
outdone, and with mized feeslinge of good and bad humer, paraded to the
0ld hall on tke day of arrival of the goofeQuesan's reprasantative, and
in place of forming & dark colered pageant/FPUFA/tL¥e/ ar-un€ him in
his new home , rapaired tc & reetaurant kept by one of their number on
Peacon Hill , where they did henore te themeelvea (and to him by proxy)
by coneuning dozene of chifckens and much beer.
But Governor Mennedy wae diplomatic---hie courtesy wae proverblales-

#p the noext day, the 3I0th Warch, I864, to the sound of fife and drum,
they marched to the old briek Parliament Buildinge, acroan Jame }!ay,
to pay their resapectes to the new Governor., The Barnd played "God 'Emrc‘*
The Queen," and Covernor Aennady raviewsad the Company, anrd then nddree...
mad tham, He reagratted, he eald, that he wan compelled to refuse them
official recognition, am there wee no muthority for their existence. -necw
that the Hudson Eay Company'® administrative powerm were ended. Van-.'
cpuver Leland wae now a Crown Colony , znd their axietance had not heaan -.
authorized by the Inperisl CGovernment of the TUnited EKingdom, "1
regret I cannot recognize you," declared the early Eritieh Columbla Jk
ctateamzn, "I would amdvies you te diebhand. You are b
he rafrained from peeeing comment that would do 1little good, and would
: merely have caured offence to a body of leyal , penceful citi-
zena, The corpa ealuted, croe=ed the old wooden bridge, now replaced
by the, eplendid Causeway in frent of the beasutiful Emprase Fotel, but
whieh then epannad an arm in the eea, Then they marched to Bencon
Hill, indulged in a ekirmiehing march, returned, and gove up their arme
to the. Hudeon'm Eay Compary, and e¢o panced ocut of exiwtence and almost
cut of mind. They existed four ysara; the lszet record ie édmted April
6th, 1864,

In the meentime thair succeoeors," The Vencouver Ieland Volunteer
Fifle Corpm" head been crganized in I86I. The mavrtial srdor of the
negro fecree had died dewn; the spiriti of revenge on the fire Ttrigade
no lenger farmed it to fleme; =cre could take from them the hormor of
being the pioncer corpe (Volunteer--T, D.) of the Weet: 5¢ a unit the
men of coler vaniehed, Yany of their deecendante , highly reepected,
gere cltizene of Victorise, and, no deukt & few of thews frllowed in
their loyal father's fcotetepe end eerved their sadopted land in the
Great Var, M

A i :
— e il It el e

MS-1182 DEASY, Thomas, 1857-1936. Masset, Victoria; Indian agent.
Box 1 Miscellaneous newspaper clippings, articles, etc.
File 11°




	0985
	0986
	0987
	0988
	0989
	0990
	0991
	0992
	0993
	0994
	0995
	0996
	0997
	0998
	0999
	1000
	1001
	1002
	1003
	1004
	1005
	1006
	1007
	1008
	1009
	1010
	1011
	1012
	1013
	1014
	1015
	1016

