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218 St. Andrews St., Jan. 1st, 1944.
Dear Bill and Irene:,

It must be 11,"“ and short this time - I am very sick - but I want to go tidily into
1944, without letters to be answered up to my neck. I have really been very ill practi-
cally ever since Bill was out. Started with a cold. Thank you for the big shaggy joy balls
of chrysenthemums. You know they remind me of my Bobtails, with their crimped shagginess.
I em sorry you did not accept the Bobteil grandness of that breed. I gust look the M.S.
over and find wherein I failed. It must have been me. I never saw the person yet who
could come into direct contact with a bobby end not feel his warmth and the grandeur of
his nature. As go-between I failed. Ira wrote the day he finished going over the M.S.

"I want a Bobtail!"™ I kept in touch with most of them end without exception they were
loved and respected. They teught me so much, the Bobs, at a very difficult time.

Do hope your fluing is all finished. Excuse this miserable scratch. It's been a
wretched day of groaning and gasping end I wish all the food in the world wz{a over at the
relief camps. Everything in my mouth is bitter as gall.

I thought so very little of 1943, I would not even watch to see the last wag of her
tail go round the corner. But I am sure '44 looks worse.8o far I've felt so very ill and
the weather was awful. I have not written one word since Bill was here. I asked Dr. if
I should push or rest. He said if I pushed the whole works might collapse and I am
wretched without writing to - myself over woes. Perhaps it will come back. Who
knows. If not I hope I hurry after it.

A11 hopes for happiness and health in 1944, and Peace. Thank you ever so for the posey.
They have been the only joy every day, except today. I've crept out to look at and work
with my lovely flower table. You know the one we sat et, Bill? It was just full of
flowers, some from Birthday, some Christmas.

Loads of love. Keep clear of

Lovingly,
EMILY.
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WHC /MW 27 January, 1944.

My dear Fmily:

Irene and I have bean thinking about you a very
grn?. deal in the last few weeks. A3 usual we huve been here
and there and everywhere, and I am just back again from a trip
to the Middle West.

We want to make plans mow for spring and summer,
and the fall, of 1944, and I have written to Iras asking him
if he would collect for us, and send to us, all the possible
manusceript material which we ought to see and consider, both
for immediate and for later publication. There is no reasen
for our holding manuscript material for any length of time, tut
wa feel that we camnot do 2 sati tory job of p and
selling you in this market, and in Great Sritain, without a clear
impression of what is available to us, and what mey be made
available after revision for later publication. In other words,
we want to be quite sure that we have a book by Emily Carr em |
our lists next summer. We want to be able Yo offer it to cur
principals in Britain, whers, as you will have gathered, you are
already well and truly launched. Your public there, as well as
in Canada, will be expecting amother book from you, and we must
be in a position to give it to them as soon &s we possibly can.

You may quite properly say to me - "You have had
'Bobtails' and 'Woo'. Publish them. When you have done so other
material will be forthcoming." Somehow T do mot thimk that that
is the best method. It is certainly not from our point of view.
I think we ought to see everything, in order that we may present
to you & plan which will include 28 many of these mamuscripts
as possible, and provide for their pnbliuuu on something like
a reasonable schedule.

I do hope you are better. Mr. Lawson wrote to me
some time ago and scemed very depressed. I hope that you have
days as well as your not-so-good omes.
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10/EC
Alr Y1l

Dear Emily:

about you ever since. I know that Bill wrote you the other
day, and I have been planninz to write to you for .
now.

some time
You remember in the Bible it talks about the whirlwind and
the storm; well, in this case the meagles followed our storm
of "flu, and Bill Hdenry has just recovered {rom what the doctor
called a "perfect® case.

I am 7lad you lied the English reviews. I think the
conservative English have quite taten Emily to their hearts,
a8 T kmew they would.

!nanmtohurfmufﬂanﬂlrs.xuhoummt
t time been having
uuur-m. Ibpthtthdoemlmlhl_ttadnmmn‘
for her. My friend was very anxious for her to go to & physio-
therapist here in whonm we have very great falbh, but I think
she felt she should let the New York surgeons see it first.

TOMORROW IS FOREVLR, b:GmBﬂ.m' Doromllt-nﬂ

/
I #hall write again goon. Iunndhgwum-u /:(J }
i you like it. ﬁt

‘rmunmmbnw-mm, tmt it sends you
conatant affection.

As ever,

‘Miss Enily Carr,
¢/o m.u- Bﬂapl'.d,
Victoria, B. C.
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Feb. 8 - Hospital - 44
Dear Irene:

Three days I've been going to write and tell you the joy it has been to see
Mr. Clarke. He always makes me think of a small niece of mine, who came to stay with
me (aged four). She was talking of her father and said: "My mother made a good pick."
Wiell, I think the same of you and I think it is wonderful to see two people sharing
life's woes and joys like you do, working together and keeping a growing family on
the develope, too. Well, as I began to say I meant to write, but was too indolent.
Getting better seems all I cam wrestle with at the moment. I thought Bill looking
much better then when out last time. And yesterday afternoon along came that glorious

flower, a pure white cyclamen from you both. There she sits looking just holy.
Then I lay awake last night, I lay and looked at her. Turned the light on on purpose.
She has such healthy green leaves and the white blooms bubble up over the top.
I love you both tremendously for sending it and for all your kindness when you are
both such busy people.

Ir:a makes fun of my hospitel note paper. My list to him was written on

the back of & weekly grocery specials. But when you are bounced off at ten minutes
notice to perhaps die in hospital, and have only a fool and a blind person to leave
the packing to, it does not meke it too easy collecting your things. Shanks is more
impossible than ever this trip. My sister insists on coming up every day. It is a
long way and most days I can't do much talking, she being deaf and me whispering.
One thing I am plain about. Shanks can amuse herself outside while we have a little
chat. She has such a nose into everything. I expect there is not one box or bag of
mine not riddled and investigated. One's soul is not their own with a nosey servant
about.

I heard something so nice and satisfactory about "Klee ¥Wyck", yesterday.

A friend told me of a friend of her's, who had lost a young son overseas. She is
absolutely crushed. They could not rouse her or catch her interest in any way. She
went to stay a weekend with my friend, who found her very difficult. Yes, no, that

was about all the response she gave. Bye and bye, my friend began talking about early



s '
Victoria, and picking up "Smell" read some exerpts. They seemed to hold the woman's
interest. She kept saying "Don't stop. Read on." "There is another book "Klee ¥yck",
about the coast and the Indians." "I am not interested in folk lore," the women said.
"This is not exactly folk fore." _Sha read "Sophie". The womean was absorbed. She
asked to take "Klee Wyck" to her room that night and did not appear till 12:30 next day.
(Sundey) She had finished K.W. That day she went home, "Small" under her arm. She
seid they had lifted her into a different world. I was so happy asbout it. I just
don't kmow how these mothers and wives bear it. The strain must be awful.

I am being "fomented" these d‘ays. I have been so pierced with hypos, I began
to abcess. They helped my breathing, but now I em cut off those. The Doctor says I
can be pushed into the garden in a wheel bed. The air will be nice on my face. That
was the only nice part of ambulancing to hospitel in the big glass hearse, when you
crossed the garden and the cool air smote you while the "Pork Butchers" were meking
their rough, jerky way to the hearse. All the strong, decent men are off to the war.
This pair are wrecks. They wheeze and groan and bump and when they sling you up into
the conveyance, it is just as if they were flinging & pork corpse up onto one of those
gigentic hooks in the butcher shop and you feel rather like a pig too, having old,
weak-legged wrecks, boost you, when they are really eligible for their own stretcher.

Tired now. Goodbye. Bill will be home maybe before my letter. Thank you
agein for the lovely flower. I shall enjoy every minute of its 1life and think of you

both. Plants become so intimate in a sick room.
Affectionately yours,

Emily.
P.S. Thank you for Tomorrow is Forever. I think I cen read a little now and
it looks enything but a dull book.

P.S.8. Please Irene send me Woo. I am going to re-write her and it takes so

long, I'd like her on hand when I can do her.
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Jubilee Hospital, Victoria Feb. 10, 1944.

Dear Bill:
The cyclamen is glorious. When the nurse brought- it in I screeched the house

down with delight. Thank you for making such a lovely choice for you and Irene.

D cyclamen to meals with me and it's a great help, for I loathe my food these days
they take lots of pains to get me nice trays, it's just me. Everything tastes like

nothing and is horrid, so the cyclamen is extra lovely on my tray. Well I suppose you
'1it' this a. m. Never can keep track of how you manage your clocks in Toronto.
I enjoyed our talks so much this visit. I commence to see the terrific tension
you men are living at these days, if each of us sprouted 8 legs instead of two and
kept them all busy every one of the 8 would have to run. We are having remarkably
hot weather for time of year for with cold treacherous winds I am still very hot
tormented day and night and it's almost unbearable. The abscesses caused by the
prick are big as buns and very painful. I had no idea one's was

so important you just can't elude them sitting lying walking your weight growls down
on them. Worst of it is I miss my it does help one's breathing as also did
that horrible dry Bitters (I called it) I begged to be let off that it made my head so
woozey I was scared. So now there is nothing to help except Morphine and one does not
take that only as a last resource when the pain can't be borne. Yesterday they put me
into a wheelbed made of wicker and took me 15 mimutes into the open and oh, how good the
air was blowing on you from the corners and everywhere unbounded by walls. The Matron
is Saskatoon and was filled with horror at Dr. permitting said it was too cold. She is
not used to the West's moist cold. People don't understand I've been so much in woods
and open that warmly dressed and besides these cardiac conditions keep you on
the boil everyone else has the steam heat on in their room.

G th'are'd been time and strength I'd like to have written of my camp places.
I always loved them and was so happy since I began to write I made notes when out in
camp. There are exercise books of notes in Ira's trunk. I doubt anyone could make them

out but me. There's nothing startling in them, just the trees and the beasts and me,




\

but I don't think it could be other than a happy ms. were I true to it and them and me,

but there is so much to do. House of A. S. Pause etc. tell me what appeal if any they

make to you? If I can only scrap together enough strength and vim to unify and put
@ogether. Hope you found all well when you got home.

Dr. says here is the only place for me now things being as are at home: When I get
back to the studio I shall search round to find illustrative material for biog: -
parcelg likely subjects up together. I had possible material for Bobtails done up in
a parcel in Ira's box don't know if he took it to Vancouver or not. He went to boﬂo

hunt Ms. "\Emily is rampageous today served the Jubilee Hospital notice that "unless they
got hnn;/y ordered for her throat and begged for the last three days to relieve its parching
they could keep their bill for $116.00 (2 weeks) I was not paying it till they got the
required few spoonsful of honey they were astounded the honey came up lickety-split

whereas I had appealed to every nurse available and was about to tackle the top fellows.

The management of the place is shocking. Shanks herself could not do much worse and
top prices. They tell of "expert care" well, you know you've been ill Sometimes I am
very torn in praying "Let me get dut" and then again let me stay a little longer and
finished so I think it's best to be and take what comes as we can't help it
anyhow. It comes silently. I was always a kicker.
Ever lovingly,
Emily
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Jubilee Hospital, Victoria

Feb. 15/44

Dear Mrs. Clarke:

Your quick kind sympathy letter came "heap hully up quick" as the Indians say.
Thank you for it, it helped a lot. I have been slow answering but not up to
writing. Plenty of suffering the last 2 weeks but the very large abscess has been
lanced. I think they've been pretty anxious about it, it was very deep seated
because those long needles are driven straight into the inner muscle
not just under the skin like insulin. I'd even screwed up my courage and done
it 3 times myself, so as I'd be able to do it when I went home and then! these girls
(with exception of very few graduates are dirty and lasy) they talk of expert care of
a hospitall and the food is frightful on top of no appetite with an altermative
of "Shanks" at home is the situation so I must just grin, bear it and say it's war,
and war is very unnice. Tell Bill I am so glad he came. His and the visits from
Ira have helped me from being too despondent. The last 2 days the Dr. has had me
wheeled out into garden in a bed made of basket. The wind was very cold today but
do you know I came in because I was too hot; they had bundled me up so I was
sweating and afraid of throwing off my covers if I dropped off to sleep. Still I
lay out on the lawn 40 mimutes and oh the delight of July, the wind rushing from
all directions at you and the sky above and the gardeners doing up the garden beds.
I slept better last night than for ages. Matron was scandalized, she comes from clear
cold and can't stand coast damp. Can't understand that I've sat on a camp stove out—
doors half my life and that I've lain 18 months in an open air san, snow, hail, rain
and blizzards beating on me, but doctor knows. That it is the life of me (the open).
I bave to lug my fomentations along, but therel most everything has its blites! I'd the
sweetest bunch of daffodils sent me tonight from a small boy of 14, Peter Tall, who does
chores for me after school sometimes. I was touched, a child of that age. He wrote a
letter soon as he heard I was in hospital, signing himself "Yours forever" —- dear little
chap.

Alice comes nearly every day. She is well and more cheerful now I am better. Shanks




is bouncing and I sit on her heavily. She bas to bring Alice, otherwise she would
not be let in my room, not one thing have I been able to trust her to do. I insist
she wash me a gown every day; she tries to wriggle out of it but that I insist on and
her keep is easy earned, washing one gown. I don't know if she cooks for herself
(she would not for me) and I don't care if she starves. She buys what she wants and
looks exceedingly well nourished.

You don't know how glad I am Bill is going to re-read Bobtails. He may like her
no better after doing so but I loved my Bobbies so, and I did feel that MS meant
something; to think I'd failed broke me up. I went into a different world. Anyone
could follow Small or K. W. but the Bobs stood up characters in their own right
without swankishness or sentimentailty. Woo was something else, something that
frolicked through life and was built for fun. I want to re-write her. I think I
could her a little differently with her setting. I enjoyed her life so,
but the Bobs: and the 6 short animal stories I to those who don't love animals
in the bigger sense of loving they might have little meaning. Some wish a dog to talk

and the beasts to be rate bumans it is their animalness that set them up in a

place alone. I am so glad they are dumbl It gives them so much more dignity. Should
Bill publish Bobtails I'd be dreadfully sorry if he lost out on her, but money juat
doesn't count to me in Bobtails, if only 4 volumes (2?) sold and I made people see
the Bobbies, I'd be satisfied. I remember when I waited for Dr's verdict. How I
shook and then his letter came "Emily I want a Bobtail sheep dog". I could have
torn the phone from the wall in delight. I think that and "Pause" are my favourites
of all my MS. Of course Pause and House of A. S. both need work but I lived them
deep. Small just danced into life and in Klee Wyck I just floated in my native element,
but Bobtails I dug for. I may be puffed up and all wrong in my estimate of Bobtails —
biased — to many, many she may make no appeal.

I wrote a tiny story for "hundreds and thousands" the other day. You know they are
a collection of things, just a few sentences sbout little things that have gl happened

over lots of years. I suppose each one has something of life to me. I to




e
N

have their single thought stories. Well this one was "The Cyclamen and the Janitress®.
The woman who keeps the hospital floors just adores my white cyclamen (so do I). It is
nothing more than a passing note, a but tried janitress, cyclamen and me i.n:.f:_
bundle, but I haven't started to write yet. This is almost the first letter. I've
started your book and enjoy, but can only do a little at a time. Somebody is always
doing something to you, and I am weak and wriggling in these hot fomentations, that
when I am not be!.nx "administered” I just lie. Hope all is well with you.

Will write when I have more to write about. Excuse thing, begimning and ending
with no middle. Bill can tell you I've a nice window showing a green lawn peopled
with sea gulls and mongrel dogs, two perfectly round bushes, the shing autocratic
Doctor's car parked on the high grade and below the more dingy patients' cars and
people rushing on foot with paper bags and cormucopias of flowers. The celing is
plain white and I've turned the looking glass to the wall.

Love to Bill and yourself.

Yours affectionately,
Emily




MS-3484.7
Letter 11

BC Archives PR-2408 Clarke, Irwin & Company collection relating to Emily Carr
MS-3484.7 Correspondence between Emily Carr and William and Irene Clarke



Tel oy
s Monptal s

.mualfza( ac(B c.».u.’gmz‘..rm,.(lmtu
i gprn AT xifkwﬁe&wﬂ

a‘f" M%7w%ﬁ*€a‘ Gt Mk 5
755_&“4,»& Md*m mww.\u\

La}ﬁMrI*ml?m%"‘umw%
awwwmwa% P éf,uf)cww(

MMML‘ c”u'Lw Bt oy s et

¢7 mMWWW&ﬁ&WMW
awmwt,’d/l" %\—m— mg‘/%\,dm(

O’kv‘\lc."d','!a‘,‘ %Mn‘é
%Q‘“
Vo 3

322,,.,‘.4‘#&4“ W (AJKM"%_ T \v[a[J(

‘‘‘‘‘



i, ST T

N

=y A o L toenads . P 20l U A
%7"") %MQMM§MM.47M‘OWM
Bonatiln, | A wms = Aty S chesfar, 4%
istls o Ao a2l W_\—_«:) dm%. J 99.7/,,}.
WWMMWMMW*W‘? OJHuT.—JVZn. :
ot T el e A M 2, 0 Tt Bk Sl
Sfmgitirat=. ooV niloy s P

M 4 QU ST T Posns” Mol ety s P~

i ot #Tn. 3V A b Rl i_éw

godsan | VE A e e Teaddy b s
diech, Spny A Aepfricdle + foliarn s by
ftt q e Ma QMQQL\»?M@A”WHW

iy A bt il 1\ MAMMQ,, e
S G ces - Jru.‘/u-«—\ I ennns o ¢ s k-’{"—' [M
St P H;\ Con 52 SR i L

Ao oo beee 2 gty =

,}QL/:/YM—M Lodar™ Y Mﬁ n Aw
ﬁlmo, A#?b‘m'\- /t‘"sor’t“*) I"‘&a/(,\ e Fan j

Vel i Roas sty e B e 's kit 85

WM/LLM({V:P\) ; ¥l he v
[~ T bren b Fo 2~

C‘Lw;m}w a0 Sl & hiry ag
X /0"‘“-/114»\0» ‘a.«."‘L,
N A >

Wt 3 bfos w2y agay



f:ﬁ' hoiinty  Vra o wdfRafed

Ha ot

,&L et

/I e M.u%(,:ﬂ?aﬁ P LR L e
= w l\k < ¥ v-m

‘@Azcjum-%@ A spomau vy 4
/&%#—]amafklt;m‘_ o eanttia LA as J
o Vo M, 2o I/ "‘%m A4 °~f-w.
A vag 0 Pt B 3paia o 9 o5dut, bona,
G s L e T
43'),-\»7,‘, f\hﬁw“*] n/f"‘LV\ PR (s PN J,,,,/&\J
ﬂ/‘»hxl x :}).—4\,\"?;,1,, (4'..4‘}‘ J;t.’g = ("GPMA«_A" w’ ltq.'k\
P rain b o, Cnt b stabad| & ol
gus o dy, P %“7«& h-Gev b
sty Gb{j(,m AL 4 Flt e cTC A
| Sl B
: - A eafo ¥ Hoi nfprred
a ot sl gumd
QI 36 gt e b 7
p _l\/L /Lu"\«a_' L’Llf_‘fb{_' M‘fﬂ,ulﬂ—a-;‘ Lo Lan W




ospital Feb. 25/44

Dear Bill: j

You're & bad, Bed, BAD correspondent and Irene is only one off being as bad.
She send one line with the tantelizing information it is to be immediately followed
by a mammoth letter telling you everything and that is the end of that. The Sunday
you were here was the beginning of three fiendish weeks for me. On that Sunday
terrible abcesses came, one on each hip and one on the shoulder. They claim it was
from the hypos (codeine (?) they gave for my heart) and that was the end of codeine (?)
which had helped my breathing so much. Well, the lancing and cleaning out is over
now (unless any more break out). The boiling fomentations night end day took a lot
out of me. Doctor has me tucked into a basketwork nest on wheels (really a bed) end
put out into the garden one or two hours each day. The winds are bitter cold but I
am put under a bush or something and it is glorious to see sky and sea gulls overhead,
and be on the grass with the wind tearing and ripping out of every cornmer. They said
I was a brick over the abcesses, but I was not inside. I was rebellious and wicked.
I seemed to have enough without them and I felt black right through, but I am coming
out of it now end em only dark gray. The hospital is Awful and gets worse.
Understaffed, overcrowded and such disgusting food. It's no good rining a bell.
There's no one on the other end. They keep forgetting meals. At least they have
forgotten two of mine. The awful dummies they have in the kitchens and first thing
you know, they are decked in a cap and waiting on you (nurses if you please). The
private room patient is no more private or privileged than the wards. The students
learn on you. Anyone can stick a needle in you. I wonder sometines if it was a
dirty or inexperienced hypo needle that ;iid all my damage‘s. T suggested home to the
Doctor today. Told him I might as well get out of bed and wait on myself there as
here and not be charged the gwful prices they charge here. But he says I must be & little
stronger first. So
home with you? Have you read them? I would be interested to know, you see.

———- I am wondering if you took "House of All Sorts" and "Pause"

Ira was over on Tuesday. He came in like Spring with daffodils and plum

blossom. He is full of the new house, so happy and it will be nice because he'll be

near quite a few friends -- Arthur Benjamin, Leuren Harris end others. The house



e )

is not so very large. Ira is a spready person with his pianos, books and pictures,
and he'll glory in having a home of his own. He's going to leave the garden wild,
which sounds nice to me. He's had to think for others all his life. I rejoice to
think he is going to have a place of his own at last. Phyllis ;eems to be turning
out quite a decent housekeeper now she is in charge. I am so glad and Ira is as
proud of her as punch. Well I hope it is a very happy move for them, and I'm glad
Ira's going to have a home of his own. Before, in selecting, there was always a
downstair suite for the old lady, and there were his adopted -daughters. He never
chose anything for himself. Ira is not perfect but, where his family is concerned,
he is most unselfish. In fact he spoils them.

Dr. Baillie said todey he sposed they'd have to put up with me on earth a
bit longer as I'm on the mend, so I'll have to take hold again. He says I must be
some stronger before I tackle home. k

My thinking apparatus is rather dumb still and I'm rather ignoring it for a
bit. I've written to you and to Ira this week. That's a beginning. I have not even
written letters last six weeks and only received one book. Now I begin to feela
little stir. Please write and tell me what's going on. But I know you are frightfully
busy and I try not to expect the impossible. It's all so unfair. Me too much time,
you too little, and nothing to be done about it. Mr. Lawson is in the hospital,

very ill.

Love to Irene and yourself.
from

Emily.
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Toronto, 29 Febiuary, 1944.

Mhii::

This is just a note to say that I am thinking of ,undth
B111 and I have been uldngahmtyoumxtlmh:h fow
deys, I hope that you are having respite from pain. I cannot uy

. how disturbed I feel to hear about you actually suffering.
!ummrurumthubuumumltmlhw

I gave a full-length address all ebout you the other night In Lindsay

at a jolnt meeting of two women's groups. It .was an hour and & half
of sheer unadulterated Emily Carr: what I knew about you, what I
thought about rou, what other more competent critics thought about
_your woric in literaturs and in art. Then I read about ten of your
sketchas, The trouble with me 1s that when I once start to read
from KLEE ﬂmfumﬂmlhuhwomnﬂ.
-mxg- and on. I read bits from Greenville, abont Sophie,
Sailing !u\, Canoe, lhep, Juice, Lpyalties, Sunday, part of The
Cow-Yard, White Currants, How Lizzis was Shamed Rizht Through, and

* some other bits I have tomtton. Hext Monday I am speaking about

m- the Heliconian Club dinner meetinz, and once again I am going
to read two or three skotches from KL&E WICK and THE BOOK OF SMALL,
because, as I always say, you speak for yourself very much better
than anyone else can for you. Tomorrow night I am speaking to a
group of twenty-five girls who have asted to come to my house to
see your paintings. Bill is going to tell them about the paintings
and T am going %o read some of the sketches. In April, another group
of young women I talked to about you last year have asjed to
come and sec the picthres and to hear more of the sketches.

They are all eager for your next book, ‘of course, so it bshooves

she 15 to go back to New Tork in November to study with some coutinmental

portrait painter.

By the way, I think you have the wrong idea about the books I
you. I do not expect you send them back. That is too much trouble
and worry for you altogetber. Xeep them and dip into them when you
want to. I am going to send you owr new catalogue as soon aa it is
off the press in a few days, and then you must mark any things in
mtynmhpﬂ!wiulylmtnm,mdlnhu send them out
to you.

My little English girl, Elisabeth Cumberlege, who has been with
me almost four years, went away last Wednesday to New York en route

send

af

& #:

Al







MS-3484.7
Letter 13

BC Archives PR-2408 Clarke, Irwin & Company collection relating to Emily Carr
MS-3484.7 Correspondence between Emily Carr and William and Irene Clarke



%%; — ov—wmqm“?“;‘
i &MWj

MM&LWW aer. y@
W'z“‘”/) J

oA v b dﬂ‘b g’
':«44/!/ 0&»7» kT3 Q Lk, a.‘,._k/:\lca
JfDﬁu#Lﬁu&fw\’vm/ a—«-\sl&)"s‘w“w&

) o ("'**’ ”’ i o =t ,
s ary hZE»‘} M 9’144/ 9’)/\@:..7 :;,ﬁa\j\lz
o.(}«wvnwb

I o) }'a,“,‘r\,\ _’ M e 1 ,-'?:\- Lot gs )
y(:r ¢ C N (g ~Aans i LA ot
;Gi%tz A" te, [\J]ff? ”(L(l wrla e ws\S 6%7

i 34((1:4\ £ S U LN g , o df

;%WMa QJ‘JJ"«A?L\/W\J— LA &t)f‘"’iﬂ

) A (e pder an boreca b A*«J"J & A Wown "rv{l?
By Hedlo. i PESTRRTE WC—, Ntcernir




PMMW chgra J(ﬁyv A -—1, M;—A
WM)AJ WW"L«(&@Q wm&.@M,
e ool izua&"“wﬂfv A
WVXM“M %‘3:7%”“ B ora

&&Ji&rﬂwmnxcﬂ//cw AP S qqu\

O .'v‘uewm_aum?w ww%

P i A ey b gy, |
d)"ﬂ"“w'ﬁ"«&amsd, e gy
WV‘K LM#O:M/\ M&lm’
:Z:,mrz,u g 5 wﬁmww 0 ld

M w {(lma«/‘ 2

W%WW

MQJMW{NE WA Py AL S
- MAWMN—U% P
{,'M‘\AM\_J}KJ IS ZM
e méiwﬁmfwm"wo”w
" & @A A et N GOt AT )

Cira L:},,, Jri- aAts = sudn AN L f;_b
v G ¥ ha R—’J“}mv ch-!Z Lo VG
0 oA, T Y

Or —20)921 2
MMW JW!MAJDM

g ok ’“ t.f.il,.,»., o rua. \(;J' M

l
L wgs M




%ﬁj&7§% d Lw Mdm oy O %Mo&._z
Prads: MM Rieh AN P Mot

il oy wa—%-/m%?w
BLK, poa e o a8 AN & ol %M
-4 ‘M.'.H’(""' %')" iy
’ : & : Mr)cem
Nwﬂr MS’,.. Ao, o 2 %M w/l/

ST WAL FORET ¢ o A ek
%&M Aan, ’PM &%
Q PP 5 ol v g s
A B L A VN
HW ‘7W{_° Bﬁ/fm-i, : ‘4&_ 6 4?%
(/&’)H/WVQ w"‘ﬁ-‘\-w ’(o oo ““"' M W
. P cwabtg)f "‘*7’-‘» '



RS PV, R s Sl e o Bl LA
R A W st e Tl W
1 B 4-2“'“ 1,@%“_ L) PR b | l\,l.uyv -

| leccn, TV A ; X i
wflfﬁ,.. 1 ey mm WJK

S e N /Lt)u wm,
V;Ta&fjmt‘ ﬁ%_w.’bfk?/

S Coipats 1) u e e anian.
“?”’{" e \»Jymrm 7,\3‘?&2@% P
ot ki hen e VL Decdn oo oy,
Lgh*km_ J e hrn a ferd Mvu Fio

cl s g el G o - vt N =

e o e e A
: Th lewfetit & M,.urmwmuﬁ
MW”‘-%“«"'*&:W?M
P b Hus WW{VEW 2
Ma1f.i)w¢m«~mmmwz—
v Ml—.ww Amsdnlacvant . el ltid Salong ey
L ey x e

oy

: 9 had a- LalFer Qi P Uemtoriy

ﬂi;*ww i kon' Homt Fan e Aails ‘/.Z'%MT%
e

R 2 red Uk anio, horn bt ot Slffury, o
w‘\ Mkuwaﬁ"u-‘(dv\—f_ﬂdﬁ\ 3 .;_,?1




Jubilee Hospital
March 1lst

Dear Irene:
Sometimes 1 think there is not a grain of sense divided between the whole
inhabitants of the earth, today I am sure of it. (I don't exempt myself.)

I think Hitler ted all the I'm stewing, have been lying

in a wheelbed out on the lawn. They put me out most days unless it's pouring

and the hospital is too overdriven to find anyone to take me out. It is positively

beastly, they are understaffed and even what there are nitwits with little or no

training. They ought to pay you for being practiced on instead of charging you

$116. for 2 weeksl What do you think? I have been here 6 weeks. I spoke of

home yesterday and Dr. said, "We won't talk of it for a few days, though in

some ways you are better." In spite of my many shortcomings I know I am a favourite

with the mirses and staff and get my share of the very little attention there is to

be got, heaven help those who are not. My appetite is bad, the taste in my mouth

horrid, and the food filthy and the cooking worse. In lots of ways I'd be better

at home. Shanks is a rottem cook but I need not have the revolting (?) murses

poked at me without a choice. I put it up to Shanks the other day. She must try

and do better or get out. She said, "I like the place far too well to want to

20," but goodness, if there was anything to be got I'd fire her. Alice too has

got to dislike the woman; she will not let her lead her or help her on and off

cars, which is a worry to me. She can see a very little but needs help and

é\xﬁing. My sister is a very obstinate woman. .
I have been hoping for some weeks to hear from you and Bill re ms. I don't

even know for certain if he got them from Ira when in Vancouver. I gave Ira the

key and permission to go to my boxes and get them out. I know he did so; whether

Bill took them with him or not I do not know. Ira is poor at answering letters and

very busy and I know Bill is too, but it would be a great satisfaction to me to
¥now what is doing and if you and Bill have read the MS. Please if you have read them
can I have " e of All s" and "Pause" as soon as can make it convenient?

I am hoping to be able to work on them before so very long and as I have told you I
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only have the one copy so please register;the mails out here get worse and worse.
I feel I could do quite a lot of work on those two once I got home with Ira's

notes to help me. Only my health is very precarious and I must work while

reasonably fit and these break-downs come so often since middle of Dec. I have

not done one bit of writing. It made me physically sick at my stomach to exert myself

—

over anything so you see, I am asking you to let me have MS at earliest possible,

N also Woo which I hope to rewrite. Dr.has not said I could write yet, but I can think

/*'a 1ittle. But with MS here, there and everywhere, not knowing what you have, T

/ bave, or Ira has, it makes my task more harassing and writing letters seem of
no use. It was months and months before you gave me your reason for not returning
Woo. If Bobtails and the 6 other animal stories do come out, Woo could go into
gsomething else if I worked on her perhaps. So I like to get her in shape.

~—"" I em very distressed that at present Mr. Lawson (my lawyer and our old friend)
is here in hospital very desperately ill.

Thank you for the book "Tomorrow is Forever". I have at last finished it and
I enjoyed it very much. For long I couldn't read and then only slowly. You ask
me to say what I thought of it. I am not a bit of a critic, do not feel I know
enough of literature. I can only tell you it bheld my interest. At first I got a
little impatient at the 'girl Elizabeth and her constant re-hash of Arthur's doings
and sayings and I don't think the awful sufferings inflicted on Arthur to rebuild
him were right. He wanted to die and why put him to that awful torture?
The character I liked best was "Sprat"; he struck me as wholesome. Elizabeth

somehow did not just fill her place with me. By the way, do you want me to return
the book? It has a slip "Compliments of Oxford University Press" inside. Am I
to keep it? I'd like to, thank you. Not reading and not able to write has made this
breakdown so long and tedious. I was never a good waiter. The seagulls come to my
window to be fed., It is a way of getting away with the wretched food.



The hospital is full. It is horrid the way new babies are crowding into this
world of misery, poor things. This traipsing round of the woman instead of keeping
homes up and ready for the men to come back to makes one sick and conjests
everything. The hospital is full of war ambulances, soldiers, sailors, all
putting on swank because they have 2 uniform but not having seen the vaguest
reality of fighting. All the letters from the boys in England are filled with
the splendid times and entertainment they are having! Well, it makes me feel we
are weaklings.

My love to Bill and do please one of you write to

Affectionately your

Emily

P. S.: 1 had a lovely letter from an old V'icturi.n school friend of mine. She
had read Small, read her through two air raids and forgot everything in the
joy of reliving old Victoria, her lilies, ladyslippers, the old places and old
people whose names she had forgotten.

E.
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Dear Bill:

I am extremely sorry to hear how ill Irene has been. I have just had a letter
from Ira. This filthy flue! Why should it blight people? I have been home 3 weeks
and re-flued after 2 days back from hospital. Dr. was away and when he returned, he
was very concerned, and sent me back to bed each time he comes he says "When I see
you next Erhﬂgu perhaps get up but ankles are so badly swollen, the winds are
very keen, and my wheel chair is eating its head off in the cormer, only been out
in her once and then she tipped me onto the boulevard; she's as mean-spirited as
a camel. But I really have not felt ecual to wheelchair gallivanting, not even to
reading or writing either. Every now and then a nibble at a mindred or a thousand
to fall asleep in the middle. My thoughts seem tethered. I want to go out into
big spaces, beds are so mean and narrow, and wheels go round but get you no where.

1 am sure you have been very worried altogether, I wish you were coming west

instead of east bound. Bill, do forgive if you and me petulant. Shanks
and a heart gre making me mean. I am so astonished that you like 'House of A11
Sorts' and think she will do better with the public you think than creatures. You
told me people liked nature stories and people ask me over and over when the 'Animal
Book! is coming. You see my animals had a large circle of friends. People have

expressed the feeling they would have more appeal tﬁun Small and K. W. Ira says

the idea is to go ahead with H. of A. S. Whichever it is, I would like still
dedication to be to you and Irene if you will accept it (the next book, whichever
it is). 'Pause' I should like to dedicate to "Doctor David Baillie". He spent =
week end in the San once and is interested though he has not read the MS. I have
only one squirm in the H. of A. S. being published before I dié -- I did avoid as
mch as I could those tenants who are still alive and kicking round Victoria,
though all were given different nemes than their own end a great many of the
characters were transcients, here today and gone tomorrow. You see even Small
had a good many more years betwsen the living of her and the writing of her. O0Of

course I don't come across these strange creatures now that I am so stuck to the



house. They would not have much opportunity to hit me; they could shake their
fists though. Ira as you noticed, stressed the point of how blatantly I
detested being a landlady; he wanted me to modify that, when I slapped the
English for being English, etc. We've got spring lovely flowers but wind that
bites like mustard. I wish I could send you a bush of lilac from my bush. Ira
says soon as he gets H. of A. S. he will come down and help me go over it. Poor
dear, he is so busy and now it's the garden and you men don't growl onme tenth
like we girls do. Irenme will fret at not being at the office. Safe lucky

voyaging. Come back soon.
Yours affectionately,

Emily
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Dear Bill

Stupidly I forgot to enclose this voucher in Isleen's. It does not say I have to
but I have always understood you must. I have just been very worried and flurried
writing two letters one to an owner of Klee Wyck one to Postmaster in Victoria. Mr.
Dunlop of C.B.C. sent me his copies to be autographed. Ira brought them over but I was
too sick. Then I did write on them and put them a drawer unequal to wrapping them for
posting, but Shanks put them in our post office last Friday. Saw the man weigh and the
other man stamp. Yesterday Klee Wyck was flung up on my porch steps when we were all out
half in half out her wrappings and Small 'stolen. Of course the return address was on
the parcel the theft was obviously among the P. 0. staff. Two weeks ago Ira sent me a
special delivery stamped letter. It did not arrive. He 'phoned Van. office I wrote
ours the Hospital phoned ours no letter to be traced. Good land and that is a
Government office whom we have the right to expect service from. Makes me sick. Just
in time for post. g

Love, Emily
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Afr Mall ‘ 3 March, 1944

Dear Enily:

1 think your letter to Bill must have crossed mine
to you, becsmse in it you were complaining that my
proniced long letter had not arrived.’ Idntnyo mine
mch-dyouu!‘d.y.

This il Just a small note to pass on to you a
plece of mews which reached us today and which delighted’
ulnr:mhin!ud. It was a few lines from Miss
Peacock, S ¥ilford's Y, to tell us
that thqnngvxngzohnttammnmooddubn
of THE BOOX OF SMALL for the English market because
there was such a good demand for the book there, I am
enclosing a typical Oxford advertisement for your book.
This one was reproduced in the English Bookseller, which
ds to the Amweri trade ine, Publishers?

Weelly.

B411 and I are so pleased, but mot the least bit
surprised at this news.

I shall write you again shortly. Love from us
both, ‘

Wiss Emily Carr
¢/o Jubllee lhlplul,
Victoris, B C.
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Hospital, Mar. 8/44

Dear Irene:

Yours of 3rd of March arrived yesterday but too bad for these days. Really the
mails are shocking, one from Toronto took 10 days coming to me. Bill's letter will
arrive in June I expect, and even if people double postage and put on air stamps it
seems to make little difference. I got so indignant with the way our nation has bled
the population down to cradle-babies, they'd

Heaven is raining babies! The hospital fees are tremendous because
they are building a new maternity wing, 3 of the infants illegitimates too and the other
quarter's parents are only half acquainted and the war babies of last war creating war
babies for this . When I think of the desperate wrestle some mothers left widdowed in
War No. 1 bave had putting their boys through college just to be fed to this war, well,
it makes one sick. How can they stand it, Irene?

So Small is amusing the war weary London enough to warrant a second edition. I am
very glad. I seem such a useless sidetracked soul, néw. Neither dead nor alive. Last
3 days bad, the weather heavy, consequently my breathing likewise. I did not go outside
in my wheelbed today and have to resort to the dreary medicine that turns me into a
worm, & worm with shame and no smile.

We have been very troubled this week because Mr. Lawson, our lawyer and friend, is in this
hospital putting up a grim fight with death. By what they say and what they don't we believe
it is cancer. He has been operated on and is kept pretty well under opiates. He was in to
see me just a few days before it was discovered. He had a grim dour way but kind and straight.

Isn't it grand about Ira's house? He is so happy, he sent me a plan of house and garden,
very nice, will need some doing up but he is lucky to get anything, the house problem is
so difficult and the wild garden sounds very attractive to me, more so than a set garden
that will need expert gardener attention these days when it is not to be had and felling
trees and clearing J¥ bush will be fine for Ira after C.B.C. Phyllis too seems interested
and roused. It is awfully good of you to send me the books. I am at present reading

"Random Harvest" by James Hilton. I have no inclination to write yet, in fact very



little inclination to do anything. On work and on going home the Doctor is mute. Mrs.
Shanks is such an ass. I asked her if she was prepared to do better for me than before

I came to hospital or whether she was prepared to make room for some one else? (if I
could get some one) She says "she thinks far too much of the place to leave me". I guess
she knows no one else would keep her.

I notice there is aversion between my sister and Mrs. Shanks now, my sister won't let
ber touch or help her. She has an old lady who comes once a week to help her and lead
her forth. Shanks brings her to hospital every day except Sunday. I wish they would
not come so often, but Alice insists. She hates being visited herself when sick but
roots herself hour after hour and I get so tired and daren't hint she goes or she is
very offended: how often we seem to want to do just what annoys us if another does it to
us and to hear that Alice won't let Shanks help her on and off car or in any way touch
her, worries me rather. Of course she can see a very little, tho sometimes she swears
"I can't see a single thing". She's angry if you think her blind and angry if you
think she is not. It's not going to be easy with the two of them when I go home and
I'm no saint. I am sorry my bedroom is so near the kitchen. Shanks nose into all I
do, if her nose gets too nosey I may migrate into Studio. She dare not over watch me
there. She tried it out and I rose up. It would be one way of having a little privacy.
The woman is not a halfwit or she would not look after her own interests. The Doctor
says she's just too lazy minded to use her brain.

As you say it is going to be hard for the English children to re-settle. I think
few of them will be content with England when they go back. Well, I suppose there is
nothing to do but wait and see what happens.

Ever so muich love. Thank you and Bill for loving and thinking of me. Let me know
soon as you can about the MS. I feel all at sixes and sevens, you have some, Ira has some,
me not lmowing what I have, and I do want to get to work before it's too late on the half

finished ones.

Always yours affectionately,
Emily
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EC/H

10 March, 1944.

Doar BEmily:

I feel that I should send you another $300.00 at this
The situation with respect to royalties is as follows:

.

0«

Yours sincersly,

" Miss Buily Carr, {
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Hospital March 12

Dear Bill

Your note with enclosure (check for $300.00) came today and I am
touched and grateful for your kind thoughtfulness. I am on the mend again
& this doubtless will accelerate matters. I had a cold, which is annoying,
& delaying, but in a day or two will have a talk with the Doctor. I am
stronger & expect, breathing & engina pains are a fixture and I may as
well accept them and go ahead.

I think I see your idea Bill and it is a very kind one. You
thought if I only had a short time to live it would be helpful to me to have
the royalty money while I was alive? as undoubtedly it is. I have only
about $45.00 dollars coming in regularly every month. Appart from Royalties
& the selling of an occasional picture which the war has pretty well stopped,
and these Hospitel & Doctors bills must be met and the kitchen-fool's wages
$30.00 per month. People (nurses from the Eest are shocked at the prices of
hospitals in the west, compered with hospitals in East.) My sister owns
her house and I rent half off her. The frosts at night are sharp which
slows up spring. You'll be seeing Ira I expect . the voucher did not say
what the 3rd book was to be so I still hang midair I'm so glad and so
surprised England likes Small. I thought she'd be too Canadian for them.

I think I'm a horridly bardy perrenial of the weed variety that comes up no
matter how illtreated. I think the time must be approaching for me to retura
to work when I had that big breakdown in England & was 18 mths in san I used
to ask how soon how soon? & they always said when you don't want to work any
more we'll drive you back to it - well - I have had no desire to work for
these 8 weeks I've been in hospital. I want to less and less so maybbe e’hsﬂ \

time to drive will begin soon. I have one thing here in hospital but the



/

| heart seems to have gone out of it & the M. S. Jumbles. I rammed it into

my suitcase the night I was hustled off here.
Hope you are all well &I am quite shure you are all buisy.
Thanking you again and Irene for I know she is an active part
of the firm.
Yours affectionately

BEmily

\l},"

/)
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1, March, 1944.

Dear Emily:

You will find enclosed another sheaf of reviews from the
English papers. It is very pleasant to see how highly THE BOOK
OF SMALL is regarded over there. We think the Compton MacKenzie
review particularly imteresting. Sir Humphrey wrote yesterday
to tell us that a publisher in Barcelona, Spain, was interested
in getting the rights to do = translation of BOOK OF SMALL
into Spanish. What do think about that? ahouldn't be
surprised if some day Russians do a translation too.

Thank you for your last two letters, one to myself and one
o Bill.

I understand that Ire 15 now in Oltavs ani will be coming
to Toronto for the weel-end. I hope he brings us the manuseript
material we bave beem walting for. Needles: %o say, just as soon
as we have it all together, I shall send back to you the material
you have been asking for, unless we need it for immediate use
here, and I shall give you an imventory of everything we have so
that your mind will be at rest as far as we are concerned as to
1ts whereabouta. £

I hope Spring has come in good earnest at the Coast and
; trifle better.: If I could do "sagic",

to hear your news of Mr. Lawson. I can imagine
how distressing it is % you.
" We just had word this morning thet Elizabeth has Teached
Lisbon safely. We shall be greatly relieved when the cable comes
to say that she is right at home with her own people.

Much love,
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Jubilee Hospital, March 26/44

Dear Irene:

I've been trying to write you all week but it has been a bad (sick) week, a bad
2o0r 3 'eeky'g,in fact, cardiac asthma with a terrible and exhausting cough. They say
the cough keeps up just the same when I'm asleep, and they stick those hypos in to
qui.et you and the hospital and I don't even wake. I'm doped of course. I am afraid the
patients on the corridor hate me these chokings and coughs and the wind is so bitter you
can't stand the window open and my heart roaring for oxygen and fresh air so the door into
corridor has to be open. My organs seem to do every mean thing they can think of and
concoct one excuse after the other to prevent my going home. 6 months in the Clarks
mursing home was bad emough, but nearly 3 months in a real honest to good hospital goes
a good many worse. They really are good to me, but conditions are very, very difficult
for them and their victims.

Thank you for the reviews. It is rather fun comparing them with ours isn't it? And
think of a possibility of "Small" going Spanish. I'd rather she went Russian, wouldn't
you? Don't you think she belongs more to hard Russian Earth ways than to fancy lacy
Spanish ones? I am glad to tell you Mr. Lawson is improving very very slowly but his
wife's letter to me was hopeful 2 days ago. I did not know if he was interested or able
to listen to anything, but I wrote him a little letter enclosing it in his wife's and told
him all my little newses, one was the check from the Oxford University Press and another
that Small was creeping round London, more successfully than the original Small crept round

'\—’I; in the Biog. I wish I mew what Ira had done about things. You say you are waiting
for my MS. I understoo;_ Ira l—eﬁr‘. alarke huv;a them when he was out west. I haven't seen
or had a letter from him since his return. I did have a wire this A. M. Said he was
writing tomorrow. They move this week, and I expect it will be very difficult, the inability
o! etineips April willibe aniapgarbed ronth.[ Btill T would 1ike o hear from some of you «
I know Ira found he had all the MS that were lost. He thought they were in my studio. It's
going to be hard going home straightening out after others have been looking through the

studio and sorting. \
Yes, Spring has come in a few fine days and a few flowers, but the knifelike
winds, treacherous and cruel. I haven't been pushed into the garden for 2 weeks.

J
|



I have felt so interested in your Elizabeth. You must miss her and Elizabeth's
feelings must be very mixed between her own parents and her Canadian ones.

Not much of a letter but I feel like something that has lain all winter ina
skunk cabbage swamp. Love, Emily.

Thank you so mich for the Oxford University Press catalogue. I had no idea you
would put out so many books in one year, and this, I take it, does not include the English
Press? Since it came I have been too sick to study it seriously though there do seem
some fine ones. Only read three books since I came to hospital, 2 library (rather
indifferent ones) and Tomorrow is Forever.

I have marked "High Tide at Noon" and "The Mocking Bird is Singing". Do you know
either of them? I see you have a Mary Jane Carr among your writers for juveniles but I
really expect your picks would be better than mine. Titles are so vage and you know the
authors and what they have written. E

Ira spent his birthday last Saturday working at his new house. He is fearfully
interested in it and in making his wild garden. I am enclosing the voucher for the check
Bill sent me as you are part of the firm and thought it would be O. K. I'm on edges to
know if you've read and selected yet.

Hope everyone is very well and happy. Loving remembrances to you both,

Emily
P.S.: I don't know how to bear it, sometimes, people‘write or say it "Oh our so and
so was such a marvel of patience during their long illness I get so sick to death of
that trail of sanctimonious near-deads. They work all the rebellion in me to the boil.
The memory of their meanness seems to seep through the coffin's bottom while the flowers
of meek patience burst out the top. I've had a steady stream of the meek saints pushed in
front of me more lately I just long for hearing of someone really mean
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Jubilee Hospital  April hth/44

Dear Irene:

Oh why d_ogﬁ you or Bill or both write? I've been so horribdble ill. I get
bentnli’zing li;tle promises of letters to come from you but they don't come. I
know you're busy, but a letter would help the time is so long. I've been in here
3 months now, one on top of another you should know what that means! I had just
got over those terrible abscesses when I took flue with severe Bronchitis. The
awful spesms of coughing have taken it out of me again. I have been looking for
the books. Seems as if the only stuff brought to me here is this awful English
twaddle. Lords, Dukes, Duchesses & disgusting little prigs of children. There is

2 certain type of English & their books I just can't stand, & there is an English

lady who will buy cargoes of it —- Doctor & I each know what the other is thinking

of but won't mention it (going home). We ere having frightfully hot muggey weather
& then bitter winds 21l of & sudden & it's horrible weather for taking cold. Of
course I am anxious to hear about "creatures". Our post is 80 bed letters are days
overdue & things lost & stolen all the time. I believe I told you a parcel containing
Book of Small & Klee was opened & Small stolen K. W. flung on my porch Small was
later sent on to the original address in Vancouver. Ira has moved. I shall never
see him now -- too buisy gardening but, I am very glad he got it, it seems to
please him so. Of course it will mean lots of work. Mr. Lawson seems to be out
of danger for the present, but improvement slow. I write him a letter occasionally.
I send them to his wife & she reads them to him some times I think you are too sick
to read for yourself but little of news in a2 letter give the weary mind
something to travel off on. I miss my writing more than I can say.

Hope you are 21l well and will have a nice Baster. I enclose one of our wild
1illies my nurse brought me some.

Much love
Emily.
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218 St. Andrews St. Ap 4/u4

Dear Irene:
I em so sory you heve been so 111, isn't being sick just loathsome! and the
hospitals are just Beastly every nurse & Doctor that isn't a complete idiot they
have grabbed for overseas & the stuff they have gathered in from the highways &
byways ought to be Butchers assistants. A few of the old trained top ones were
fine & putting up a terriffic fight against odds. There seemed no organization at all.
I was better off than most they were good to me in spite of the kicks I executed.
1 wes there 3 mths & had so many set-backs, some the hospitals fault too -- & I did
not forget to remind them with wild roars. The supervisor wrote me when I left and-
said "The 1st floor didn't seem the same without me in 202 & they meant it
complimentary not in wrath. It is nice to be home again but I went & relapsed
flue & my heart got ugly & my feet swelled so I was chased back to bed. We have
had bitter winds yet & they say we are far behind in rainfall & will be hard on the crops.
I u commencing to snort to be back to work! for months I felt unable to even
stick work for long. I can't for long even now. That has made this last bout of
illness extra hard not being able to take my mind sailing happily away from
the ot my body. Do you know those lines
"Never the spirit was born The spirit shall cease to be never
Never was it was not end end beginning are dreams.
Birthless and deathless & changeless remaineth the spirit for ever,
Death hath not changed it at all the house of it seems."
Now I feel Mr. Sleep tickling my peepers & I observe if you put him off he takes
mean retalliations. I do hope you feel very much better and will make a quick
recovery don't work too soon nor too hard. Wow! how they have pumped that into me!!
So I'll soup & little out for you. I do hope dear Ireme you saec Bill did not get
to hate me. I wouldn't have been so insistant if I'd known you were i1l. I felt

such a2 beast. I think I'd nearly struck bottom and I've had so many bottoms last




8 years, deep ones. Hope you had nice nurses. I rather have a

3

& mean nurse hurry up & get well. Our flowers are lovely right now.

Every kind of loving wish for rubustness.

you?

Wouldn't a trip West be good for

Affectionately,

Emily

N

S
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April 5th Hospital

Dear Bill
I'm not writing you a letter you don't deserve it (unless it's the post office

faixit and you never can tell these days if ran the offices
they'd do better!) but anyhow I can't say mich because I forgot about enclosing the
endorse about 10 times running didn't I? I expected to get home for Easter Dr. has
Just told me "towards the end of next week" (that is Easter all over). "We will begin
to commence to consider". So there's nothing but to lie down with a grunt. But
Alice is going to be disappointed she'd banked on it. Poor dear, she's had 3

months free of the torment of me. She doesn't mind being alone, likes it, but since
her blindness she's cut from so many things even I am a little variety in the black
monotony.

Hope you'll all have a delicious Easter somewhere beautiful and no matter where
if you are all together.

It is so hot one hardly knows how to stand it at night because one must have
air and it's too cold wind to have the window wide. Home must hnve‘/’ﬂlm all hot.
I wish the Lord had chosen a cooler part for birds, but feathers are delicious. I love
the feel of them. The birds seem to leave a part of themselves among the feathers, a
pillow is much more companionable than capox.

Goodbye. Love, Emily
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Hospital April 12/ul

Dear Bill & Ireme:

I cennot but feel sore hurt at your repeated ignoring of my letters. You know
only I em anxious for the return particularly of "House of All Sorts" & "Pause". I
expect to go home almost any day. I am far from well but as well as I expect ever to
be, any day I might finish, or any day my capacity for work may stop dead short. It
has worried me considerably to feel those M. S. are not brought up to scratch filled
out & the suggestions and notes made by Ira months agoe. I hate having things in a
mess when I feel I could do them better -- If you are not interested in the script could
you not glance it through & return? The mails are terrible, things lost all the time,

Victoria is particularly bad. The book of Small was stolen out of a parcel going only

to Vancouver & it obviously was by one of the steff. I wrote to the Post Master

got no reply but the book re-wrapped alone (it had been done up with Klee Wyck) was

sent on to the party in Vancouver it wes addressed to after several days.
T have not spoken to Ira about my worry at not getting my scripts back from you
he has enough on his mind with his own anthology his new house & C.B.C. There is no
one else except yourself I talk my work over with & the pent up fretting is not
helping my condition. The hospital is indescribdable, everything indescribable
meals forgotten, and one night nurse on deck to tend 40 people no good ringing when
there is no one to ring for so, I get up & do for myself. I shouldn't but whet else
can one do? The Dr. cen't bear me to go home to Shanks but tho' she would not stir,
for me at night at least I'd have the independence of my own home & not be shut up in
one hospital room & next time Dr. comes I shall tell him so. The hospital can't altogether
help it, but there is certeinly shocking management and wretchedly cooked food. Going on
4 months of it has got me very down. Added to the real anxiety that I shall get the
scripts back in time to work them over -- perhaps you have sent them & they are lost
in the mailing. If so they should be traced soon as possible. As I have told you

before they are the only copies. I suppose you intend publicity'creatures'? or you




would not have sent me an advance? If I cennot get to work at them when I get home

(in a few days' time I hope now) then I feel they will never be done, perhaps it doesn't

matter. I wish I'd kept them in my own hands. I thought Ira was interested & his
advice was most helpfull but his interest lately seems gone fact is he's too buisy & I'm
too proud to show how I care. My writing has meant so much to me. I am writing a little
but I just ley it by now not caring much what happens to it. I don't suppose in enything
more than writing a helpful critic gives you a boost. I just went to tidy my already
written scripts & then like my painting it can be finished. I have written plainly.
I thought I had made it plain in former letters I'm just hurt & sore. The repeated
setbacks I have hed the last U months heve lowered my resistance. I think I only ’Z
on with the intense longing to finish & leave things straight. Soon
I'm not going to care even about that. You can't butt your head against a stone wall
forever. Something will give way. You may just as well give up. I hope neither of
you are i11l. I know you are buisy, but it wouldn't take many moments for you to have
some helper in the office post the parcel.

Yours affectionately
Emily

P. S. I spose you'll hate me now but you can't bottle up forever & I think I've
reached my limit. buisy, buisy, (all except me & having no strength is the hardest

business of all to battle with.
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My Eaily:

£ Two or three lotters have arrived from you in the
last two weeks which have not been answared, for which I am
naturally very sorry. In the first place I ayself was 111 with
flu three weoks ,and two weeks sgo tomorrow, that is at the
end of March, Irene was tuien suddenly very seriously 111, with
a severs a of flu, with an scute throat imfection. We

2530,
it
been a very enxious time for amll of us. It is not
duuauewaommrwm“mm
ntnphhd,-dmhd

»
at the house day end night, and as you can well
ery &nxi

:
£
ug?

:
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th

I em sure you are nc different from every cther
suthor, in that you feel, and rightly so, that your work presents
only problem on your publisher's desk. I have always regarded
of the least of my worries, except in ome particular -
mind keeping uvona alse walting as long as ncccuary,

to keep you in any state of uncertainty, knowing how
111 you have been.

- Defore Irene was taken ill we about reached the
conclusion that we would publish "The House of All Sorts" next.”
I have been trying desperately hard to get time to go through it

“The House of All Sorts™ has a mach closer affinity to "The Book
of Small", and that it would follow it botter, both in tiis merket
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Yours sincerely,

I am sorry you have found the hospital so frightfully

Please taxe care of yourself if you do decide to leave.
Irene and I both send love and good wishes.

boring.
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Home April 19/ub

Dear Bill

I am so sorry you have had so much sickness and sincerely hope you are
better now and Isleen too. I hope you are not angry at my persistence. I feel the
tiny bit of writing I am now doing is poor. I feel that like my peinting it must
soon be laid aside for good. Let the women twaddle. You 3 men Lauren, Ira, & you
understand I don't want to peter out. My painting they say did not and I want the
writing to quiet & strong. It is difficult to concentrate now. I love to
write letters to those I love to just let myself go without my few rules. 2
As if T was talking to you. Ira says he often writes letters in his mind that are
never worded. I spose one does and as I said to him I think our minds are more
honest than our tongues. Perhaps those wordless mind letters get through in some
blind way I don't know. I came home last Friday, got fresh cold, & have been very
tottery but its good to be home anyhow. There were several little improvements
about the place they had done for me. I con't do much it is sort of dawdling in
the twilight.

I am surprised you should choose 'House of all sorts. I wrote it in
fear & trembling feeling perhaps I did not know humans enough to write about them.
It waw my first close-up observing their weys but after Iré's notes I want
to do some alteration also it was written many years back. I have learned more
about people since then a few of the people are pretty clearly characterized
even though I did not give their own names I used most of the transients who
disappeared to nowhere as they came. Now the animals I did know and so many people
ask for end want the stories of my animals. One woman wrote, "The creatures were
so much a parf; of your life. I feel they will be better than Smell & K. W. In the
script Pause too, I had such ample time to study the people & the life in House of
A. S. T doubtless learned a lot but it was cruel learning a lot of it & Ira says
I showed too plainly how I loathed being a landlady well I leave it to you. To me

it can matter little now. Yes Bill I know how pressed both you and Irens are




forgive me if I have seemed impatient. I wanted to finish up those scripts while
my head was clear. In reading over 'Hundreds & Thousands' I find them rambley
whereas my objective was to have each article one sharp clear or memory with 1
neither beginning or end to the series. Bill when I stert to write to you 3 men my
thoughts and fingers run away & I fear get boresome. I used to write Harry in
hospital just to give his weary suffering something to wander away on. FHis wife
would read them to him just chat about the of hospital & he 4
wanted to know about Small & K. W. He had another operation the other day. I i
doubt he is ever his old self. He is different from me, very patient they say.
Give Irene my best love. I hope she picks up quickly. I renewed my cold & cough
eince I ceme home. Also had two nasty falls. These spring colds are so herd to
shake hope your own has gone. I realized when Irene sent me your catalogue the
amount of books you were putting out. I had no idea they would be so many in Cenade,
end then all your writings for that writers report too appert from illness you must
have been very buisy indeed. It is the cry everywhere buisy buisy buisy. Life was
not meant to be like that. What can we do? We must fall in with the rest.

Ire Purrs over his new house. I'd a long letter from him yesterday. Phyliss
loves it too & hae worked getting it in shape. Don't think I am a growling worm
to go back on me Bill & Irene. Hope you will pick up soon. Can't you get
inoculated against flue? You seem to get it so often. It is not a deadly kind
but bad enough and so relepsing, & leaves one weak but my broncheal on top of the ?
asthma & exhausts me with cough i

Love to you both,

Emily
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e /uw 9 Bay, 1944,

My dear Baily:

Many thenks indesd for your lotter received yesterday.
Irene is very grateful to you for hers. &he has besm up for
saveral days, for part of the day, and is gradually getting
stronger. It will be several weeks yot before she i1z quite
hergelf again.

‘ We are sorry indeed tiat you have had a dose of flu
yourself, and that your ankles sre giving you so much pain.
ou must look forward to mounting your cemel agalm, although

that we have just had & raq » ugh Sir Hum Milford,

"The Book of Small" in German. This is very
surprising, end comes to us through & neutral source im Switzerland.
We have not yet heard from the Spanish publishers, but should be
hearing {rom them any day now. {

Much love from both of us.

Yours sincersly,
‘

Miss Bmily Carr,
218 St. Andrew's Street,
Victoria, B.C.
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218 St. Andrews St. June 2

Dear Bill
Your breiflett just received re: Studio & "D'Sonoqua" Shure you
may have my permission though I spose its not really mine to give
d'Zonoque belongs to the Trust, doesn't she?
You did not mention Irene so I trust she is well on the mend. I
wonder if 1 answeared the emazing news about K. W. into German
my breath is hardly back yet from letter.
)/Houe of A. S. is pretty near done I immagain -- Ira came over twice
',.'/& between times I went over some that had to be re-written he was to come over
& finigh up last Teusday but Phyliss had to go & get measels! however I went
over the 2nd part of the galley & sent it back to him. Maybe he will pas
\ it at thet I dont know you know he will never alter a word. he suggests

\\ leaving something out or carrying something further. Still I am never
\(hnppy over a M. S. till it has his approval -~ because, I never even
};;-l;ad gi;h :chocl. & so often dont know good from bad, neither have I
been a very prolific reader. I am stronger and doing e little work but —-
Have been returned to bed for a week twice since my return from hospital.
It has been such a horrid cold spring keen winds I had a few rides in a
wheel cheir in the park they were lovely but got severe heart pain & was
sent to bed. hope I may get out soon agein K. W. and Small have made me
several good new friends.

Ira does love his new house, and it seems to have waked Phyliss up to

an interest in life. that was not there in her Gremnie's days & Ira loves
his wild garden -- is growing his own vegetables.

Q wish I could have "Pause" back My doctor is very interested in that




M. S. he asked what I was writing in bed just then & I told him & he
knew the San. had spent the week end there a guest of the London specielist
who wes head of the place. I thought of dedicating it to him but is'nt it
polite to let them read it first? he has expressed the desire to read it
several times but so far I have not asked him if he cares to accept the
dedication. dont forget House of A. S. is dedicated to you & Irene you have
never told me personely how you like H of A. S. but Irs says you do. I had
given the dedication of Pause to Ira. but I talked to him last time over suggesting
he took the one I am on now & he thought he'd 1ike it better because some of the
incidents are familiar to him -- suspense was before I knew him. "Suspense"
hit hard on my life Did you like 11:7_‘

Give my love to lrai:e & the hopes she feels somewhat like herself again
end give yourself my love too. I suppose you are hideously buisy. I keep

wondering where you are but evidently in Toronto. still.
Love to you both

Enily.
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e/ s 8 June, 1944.

My dear Emily:

Imw-ﬂwwwunmhﬁw
of Znd June. I have wirsd to D. W. Mnu, in Ottawa, granting
permission once more Lo the London Studig to reproduce
D'Sonoqua in thelr ell-Cansdian issus naxt fall.

T am sure that the Trust would have no objection,
if you had none. We shall lend a set of plutes already in our
posssasion, 50 that you can be reasonabdly cartain of &
faithful reproduction of the original,

I have been away for a few days, and on my return
find that Irene has caught 2 8light cold, but she is making
progress, and is back in the office every day, amd
practically all day, at the moment.

e are 3till working on the matter of a German
translation of THE BOOK OF SMALL - not KLEE WYCK, us you suggest.
I shall keep you posted, of course. No more word has come in from
our friends in Spain who wanted to do the same book in Spanish.

sm very much pleased to know that you have been
.m.zou-mmunmmum_mnws:orums.
I know exactly how Ira feels, and how you feel too about making
revisions. You each want the other to be satisfied thet the
manuseript is as perfect as it cen be, and I kmow that you will
nevet be satisfied with what you have done, because you ure not
that sort of person. On the other hand, books have ‘to be set
in type and published some time, so there is nothing for it but
to content yourself viih what you are eble to do and leave the
rest undone.

- rh.m-nar.numtmmrnm-m
I am sorry that you have been <ept ind
Surely it will improve soon cmouzh to lst you out.

I am so afraid of mamuscripts goimg astray, or being
lost in the mails, that I hesitate to trust amny of them to the
usual chamnels, under present conditions. We took the trouble




»

With such

Do take care of yourself.

Yours simcerely,

Victoris, 3.C.
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218 st. ews St., Victoria, B. C.
June 12 1

My dear Irene

I was going to give myself the pleasure of writing to you yesterday
instead I turned my (heart? head?) & resolutely wrote buisness letters that had
been nearly cracking my chest in. You see Mr. Lewson our lawer and buisness
friend has been fearfully ill (cancer) he went to hospital a week or two after
I did he is home again but not able for any buisness. It appears doubtful if he
ever will be. His secretary wrote me advising that I have the bank take over my
1little bit of buisness, & it meant several letters & I just hate & go woozy over
buisness well I did what I could & expect Bank Manager will think me 2 fool at
bulsness letters. Funny (7) Father who '.a'l such a buisness like buisness man never
taught us even my older sisters any buisness. He left us Guardianed by Mr. Lawson
Seniour who wes this Mr. Lawson's father - since dead, & since we have gone to Harry,
Alice & I are the last of the Carr tribe. There are a few neices & grand neices
but they don't count anywey with me.

Well Irene, I got a splendid letter from Bill this morming. ’2__p|g‘l
mind you. And very nice. I am glad to hear you are well enough to be hj-t
the office but I judge not feeling exactly robust. I hope you have not 'hck--_lid‘
since being sick is beastly isn't it? And for all our fine Doctors there seem as
much sickness as ever but of course there are mors people to cope with. I think
its a scandle the way they robbed the earth of Doctors & Nurses for the war, many,
many sitting round kicking their heels & civilians sick & cant get help for love
or money! It has not happened to me but I know heaps it has.

It has been a late bad cold spring but a very pretty one. I was
surprised to see from Bill's letter that the Spanish & the German were nibbling at
Smsll's translation were two different parties I thought it was a Spanish firm wanting

to translate into German.




I am glad to hear from Ira that the House of A. S. has been sent
off. Ira was to have come over for a final go over the last bit of Gally with
me just as the Invasion started so he could not. He had left me a galley so I
worked myself, being dissapointed tho he was not here to advise & help.

He has been hideously buisy at C. B. C. with all this varvltulf. Goodbye dear
Isleen I do hope you feel better & will soon be yourself. Tell Bill I'll answear
him soon & thank him for letter

love to you both

Emily.
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Canadian Branch
Toronto

OF INVOICES LISTED

CORRECT

APPROVED

Royalties on "KLEE WYCK" and "BOOK OF SMALLY
from March 31, 1943 to March 31, 1944. $517.36
less advance of 351,58

165.78
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218 St Andrews St Victoria B. C.

June 17

Dear Bill.

Thank you lst for your nice letter it was a record. 2 page no less!
end 2ll nice and next day the O. U. P. check for $165.78 most welcome did not
expect so much had advance & still owed on K. W. & Small. but Bless my children
énd my children's kind pushers. I am luckey to have you & Ira. Oh I g_a_t_a,
business I get all muddled and riled. I have been having misery latalﬁo.
Mr. Lawson is out of hospital 2 or 3 weeks but he is still a very sick man
and they do'nt seem to think he will ever be able to do much again. he wrote

me advising me to change my little affairs make arrangements at the bank. I

have come to a 'y & with the who is kindly but it
has meant writing a billion business letters and I'd rather go to jail and
be beaten than attend to buisness & my head all goes woozey. and the victory
loan hawks, community chest outfit and income tax collectors make life a
complex as for dying & its priliminary sickness & hospital expenses thats
too expensive too. It is a pity to have turned what could be pleasant on a
pretty earth into such a mess.

I wish you could see the exquisite roses in the Park. I never saw
more beautiful my chair can go in and out on the gress walks between the beds.
they are in lovely shepe such clean grand foliage. I take great pleasure from
my cheir and so far Shanks has not tipped me into the lake. Tho' I still leook
upon the young signet as a probable fellow lodger & fear he will put me to
shame in smartness, he has Pa & Ma to fight his battles too. It is still cold
and wet. now to answear your letter. I do hope Irene's cold moved off quickly

& comfortably.




It is good of you to lend your plates to Studio I wonder if any of
those foreign languages will do "Small?" I thought it was a Spenish fim
contemplating putting it in German.

I note what you say about posting & I kmow it is risky though not so
bed acros the continent as over the ocean. It is disheartening to find after
just a month or two M. S. seem to have sprouted such millions of things you
have not done right and want to chenge. & more disheartening still, be scered
of your head not getting things clear. I can only do a little work & not every
day. Some days I sail ahead other days I slump & it is a heavy effort, much
though I want to do it. The "House of All Sorts" went pretty easily because
of Ira's notes to work on, but this horrid war gives him so much extre I do'nt
feel I ought to worry him too much. he's always willing but just ca'nt, like
yourself, things are so strenuous if it is not war its holidays for your workers,
end being uncertain as to your movement dates makes it doubly herd. I wish
you were coming west instead.

I have 13 sections of "Hundreds & Thousands" ready for final typing, but
v;ll g0 over them probably 2000 times agein & corrections lack time thats the
forfeit, for having skipped out of school befor I finished and gone to Art
School instead.

Love to you both, hope both are feeling better & will have a good last
of summer, just like it to pay back our grumbles by some scorchers end of summer.

personaly I really do not mind the cool, except one feels gypped, when the

almanack has promised us heat.
Always affectionately

Emily
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218 St Andrews St  June 2l

My dear Irene.

Thank you for your letter I know how horridly slow getting better
is mekes on'groucy but well there you are, all hurry seems in the wrong
direction hurrying down seems so much quicker than hurrying up, what
horrid storms you have been having around Toronto I hope they did not damage you.

Thank you for the book it is good of you I have begun it but not
got far. I have been buisy - (do'nt laugh) but when you have to slow down and
get so tired at nothing it tekes so long to accomplish enything I am only just
up for the day (3.30 P. M). end will eway to bed round 6 or 7. I've been
working in bed these mornings trying to tidy up some M. S. I have today finished
"Indefinitely" written about a year agoe (when I came back from the nursing
home) I re-wrote it & am anything but satisfied, it is too straddled. I got so
easily tired & cannot concentrate & have to keep going back to I am not
repeating A friend, a Vienese refugee is going to type it for me but I know
when I see it I will want to re-write it all again the subject is Mrs Clarkes

o0ld people on the top of the Nursing Home who I never saw but built th

up on what I heard, smelled, i.magined and so forth & what I saw reflected on the
nurses faces when they came out of their rooms, also at the end of my time I saw
into their empty rooms when they were out & I sew from their windows what they
had looked out on for years & years, some of them had been there 7, & even 10
years when I asked the Doctor "How long shall I be here?" & he replied "indefinitely"
and I pictured being patterned by the home into what those poor prisoners were, my
whole soul rebelled. I only saw one other patient in the six months I was there.
Three of the 4 on the top floor were up & about but they never mixXed even with
each other. Wow! it waes a living death.

You did not say neither you nor Bill how you liked the bundles of
M. S. Ire sent over? but of course you were too ill to be bothered with anything. do'nt

go and over do. It does not pay. Oh, how sick I got of that advice given me. but,




I see it is right, only, 'be careful' is poisonous hearing for enmergetic soulva.
for you there are so many ripe years left, if one's head & ones body only keep
step, that is good. to have a body & no head to speek of that is bad.

I have just got through a very tiresome visitor Mrs Johonathan Rogers
of Vancouver she splooches in the Vancouver Art Gallers she racked my brain for
dates re: the old Art clubb there. I said "I never kept a dete in my life, do'nt
believe in them," I was engaged by the "Ladies art club of Vancouver to teach &
criticize their clubb life class when I returned from England and they were
beastly to me after sending for me, & having me give up my Victoria Studio &
move to Vancouver they insulted me for one mont. & then dismissed me. One of
their members who had been the one to recommend me "as just back from studying
5 years abroad" & who had been away from Vancouver the month I was under torture
at their clubb came home & sent for me. "Millie, Millie, she I hear
they have dismissed you?"

"And I'm glad of it vulgar old cats. I hate society women anyhow."
"Every one had the same complaint about you." "What was it?"

"That you wanted to make them work seriously and would not understand

that they were society ladies wishing to kill time & have artistic teaperties
Millie, Millie, how could you?" and how she laughed So) Mrs. Johnathan Rogers.

(Pots of money) did not get much of complimentary information out of me about the

clubb. and she agreed with too. Since she remembered & how horrid
they were to me She kept me over a picture 2% hours hinted she wented to

buy it, & then put it back in the rack and said "Well do let me come again!" —-
only a talker! like the women's art of Toronto were when they stirred hp a fuss
about buying . And yesterday I gave away a picture. and vhay: & pleasure!
to a Vienese refugee she was so genuinely pleassed & today her husband (a professor

of Music & langusges) rang me up. So genuinely delighted it did me good. Mrs.
Mrs. Kriegel is working in one of the hospitals here and comes every Saturday




afternoon to take me out in my wheel chair and its such a happy out. we go

into the park and revel in the new ducklings & the magnificent rose beds full of
superb roses, & the glorious peecocks. I am lucky to be so near and able to get
into it. She the ome I gave the picture to.

Ira was over last week. he is one buisy men, and very happy in his new home
I am so glad he has it. vegetable garden and all. & it wo'nt do Phyliss any harm
to have a bit of housework. They cz'nt get help no one can.

I am shure you will be on your toes about Bills going to the other country
and anxious & lonely, but maybbe the totel change will be good for him it will be
interesting but more interesting to you when you have him back. Thank Bill for his
nice letter I am most interested sbout the idea of translation. I wonder if it
will come off. if it does I wish I'd put something in 'Small' a beastly about
Hitler! well, then it never would have been done! perhaps its best not. Much
love to yourself and Bill and I hope you are all well.

TTovingly ©

Emily
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