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A GUIDE

TO

FAMILY DEVOTION:

CONTAINING

A HYMN, A PORTION OF SCRIPTURE WITH REFLECTIONS, AND A PRAYER FOR THE MORNING
AND EVENING OF EVERY DAY IN THE YEAR,

WITH

AN APPRNDIR

OF

PRAYERS AND HYMNS ON VARIOUS SUBJECTS.

BY THE

REV. ALEXANDER FLETCHER,

Of Finsburp €hapel, Louvon

STEREOTYPE EDITION

*“ As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”—Josnua xxiv. 15,
* The voice of rejoicing and salvation is in the tabernacles of the righteous.”—PsavLx cxviii. 15, 3
“Pour out thy fury upon the heathen that know thee not, and upon the families that call not on thy name !"—JerEMun x, 25. \

. i * Family worship is so necessary to keep alive a sense of God and religion in the minds of men, that where it is neglected, I do not sce how
& any family can in reason be esteemed a family of Christians, or indecd have any religion at all."—Axrcamsnor Trrorsox.

NEW YORK;
GEORGE VIRTUE,

26 JOHN STREET.
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TO THE READER.

S i . B 0 RO

I wave been directed by divine Providence to engage in this important, difficult, and solemn
undertaking. It has proved to me the most agreeable exercise that has employed my time and
thoughts during the past period of my life. Though the undertaking was formidable, yet by
humble dependence on divine grace 1 was encouraged to advance, and under the smiles of hea-
ven to bring the Work to its completion. « What shall I render to the Lord for all his benefits
toward me ! I will take the cup of salvation, and call upon the name of the Lord.” What rea-
son had I to say, when looking on the great object of preparing materials of devotion for the
morning and evening of three hundred and sixty-five days, « Who is sufficient for these things ?”
I wish to be thankful ; my sufficiency has been of God.

I lament over the imperfections of the Work. May God fo
and pious reader treat them with gentleness and candour.

ness, I believe. there is nothing introduced at variance with
Jesus.

rgive them! And may the devout
Amid all the marks of human weak-
sound doctrine—the pure gospel of

This Work is not sectarian. It acknowledges no par

church of the living God—that church which is one body,
alted Head.

ty except one; namely, the universal
of which Christ is the divine and ex-

S

I am earnestly concerned that a proper use may be made of this Guide to Family Devotion.
I think that those who have not yet acquired the attainment of extemporaneous prayer in their
family, are fully warranted to read the Prayers this Work contains till they acquire that gift. O
let them be read deliberately, distinctly, and reverently. If I may so speak, reverence is the holy
music of prayer. The Prayers may be useful to those who pray extempore. If they read the

written Prayer previous to Fan:ily Worship, it may be a mean of furnishing a variety of petitions,
which they can clothe in their own language. :

In the Selections of Scri
mnspired writers.

R

pture I have carefully studied to preserve the sense and scope of the

-

Suffer me very affectionately to press upon the re

ader the importance of reading the two
introductory discourses, on Prayer and Family Worship

- Read them at least once in each®%ear,

The Reflections on the lessons are generally those of the eminent

of Haddington, whose fame is in all the churches. The Reflections
Book of Proverbs, with

mark of a small star.

» the late Rev. John Brown,

on the 119th Psalm, and the
a few others, are from my own pen. These are distinguished by the

Under God, I feel much indebted to the public generally,
in my owa congregation, who have come forward so numerou
to this Work. On this occasion it would be an act of unkindn
agement afforded by my respected Publisher, who very re

great expense and some hazard, enabled me to p
of Christ

but more particularly to the friends
sly and so promptly as Subscribers
ess not to acknowledge the encour-
adily fell in with my views, and, at
resent this Leeacy to my country and the church

S Your affectionate well-wisher in the bonds of Christian love.

ALEXANDER FLETCHER
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TO THE PRESIDENT, GOVERNORS, MINISTERS, AND PEOPLE OF [HE UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA

Trouen warranted by the importance of the object, 1 reer my mind overawed, in venturing to address a commonwealth so
remarkable in its origin, unprecedented in its progress, extensive in its territory, and possessing materials, and
maintaining principles, which, under God, will affect the whole world, and confer the richest benefits upon the future
generations of men, to the close of ages ;

The great and splendid outlines of your national constitution are immediately derived from the CHRISTIAN
REev1GioN, without which, nations can never {;e truly great and permanently nappy. Christianity alone furnishes true,
correct, and eularged views of that liberty which is the richest ossession and strongest security of communities ; while, {
at the same time, it presents those views, maxims, and counsels, by which i may be preserved, regulated, cultivated, and ‘
practised, to the honour of God, and the best interests of mankind.

Despotism is at variance with the dignity of reason, the destinics of man, and the principles of the revealed will of
heaven. No empire, however magnificent or formidable, formed on such principles, can remain permanent, for it has
in itself the seeds of its own dissolution, and must perish. Ancient Assyria, Chaldea, Macedonia, and Egypt proclaim, in i
accents loud and solemn, the utter frailty of all empires formed upon the basis of tyranny ; while the history of modern {
nations proves that in proportion as their constitution, government, and laws resemble the pure, merciful, and sublime (]

~ maxims of the Christian_system, they are really great, prosperous, and happy. Of this class, your confederated states i

i occupy a distinguished place, and shine as a glorious rising sun before the eyes of an astonished world. li
i

{

|

It is not now a problem to be solved, that unfeigned piaty, or the fear of God, constitutes the real prosperity of
individuals, families, and communities; and it is also equally certain that prayer, private and domestic, is essential to
piety. It maintains alive a deep scrise ‘of the owniscience and omnipresence of the
. Deity, while it carries on a sacred and endearing intercourse with i who holds our destinies in his hand, and who is

the spring of all our joy. The relation in which a prayerless nation stands to God is frightful and appalling; it is |
dangerous! The relation in which a praying people stands to God is encouraging and glorious; * They dwell on high, |
and their place of defence is the munition of rocks.” ’ |

This work on *“FamiLy DEvorion,” my es

the existence and growth of

teerned publisher and myself, are encouraged to place befdgre the i
American public, in consequence of the sanction and recommendations given to the wwork by the most eminent of English {
divines,* whose names and_ worth are almost as familiar to our transatlantic brethren as to ourselves ; and also in !
consequence of the extraordinary reception it has met with in Great Britain. That twenty thousand have been already iy
sold within a few years, is a fact which we acknowledge with humility and thankfulness, and which we view as owing ‘ {
solely to the gracious smiles of a special providence.

As two nations, we are closely affiliated. One common origin, onc common faith, and one common language |
proclaim the intimate, the hallowed relation. Though in both countries there are numerous denominations of professed i
Christians, still, in the great leading and cardinal doctrines of our holy religion and divine system, there is a remarkable I
unity of sentiment and views, which is doubtless the prelude of that universal f llowship which awaits the church, we |

trust, at no distant period of her future history.

Great is our literary and commercial intercourse, promoted by a celerity of communication across the waters
which our aggestors could never anticipate. Now let our religious intercourse maintain the ascendancy. If we are
bound together by Christian affection, cemented by a spirit of prayer, we shall become an example to all lands, and all the
nations of the earth shall call us blessed.

For this purpose, I commend this work to your acceptance,

more eminent as a nation of prayer than as a nation of commerce. Yo !
If this humble performance shall in an degree be successful by the Spirit in accomplishing an object so i

important, I shall gain a reward compared with which the conquest of mighty empires sinks into insignificance.
That God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, may be worshipped in every family, and that a domestic altar may be
erected in every habitation throughout the length and breadth of your rapidly increasing and widely extensive country,

is the sincere prayer of

praying with affectionate earnestness, that you may be [ 1

7 3, il
Most j M/Zj‘éﬂ//{%a
_ :.//{m/f jg}’?%zﬂu, @(;5
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INDEX

OF MISCELLANEOUS PRAYERS, OR PRAYERS ON VARIOUS SUBJECTS.

Dirscrions.—As these Prayers are short, they may be read in addition to the regular Morning and Lvening Prayers,

Crrrrrssrsrtrstsrmrrsrssrrrrrnsos

PRAYERS ON PARTICULAR DAYS. :
Page.
Three hundred and sixty-fitth Day, Szbbath Morning .... 729

Three hundred and sixty-filth Day, Subbath Evening .... 7530
Leap Year, three hundred and sixty-sixth Day, Morn . 731

«cap Year, three hundred and sixty-sixth Day, Evening .. 732

ast-Day:olthe:Years 2o s i (o pteiTaba 5, 7:'¥3
EirstDay ol theiYear <. sy vidis Vi v ddnaians o 733
Birth of Christ, or Christmas-Day Morning ............ 734
Birth of Christ, or Christmas-Day Fvening.............. 735

Crucifixion, or Good Iriday Morning.
Crucifixion, or Good Friday Evening

Resurrection:6F Girist, or Faster-Sabbath Morning ...... 736
Resurrection of Christ, or Easter-Sabbath Evening ...... 736
The Day of Pentecost, or Whit-Sunday Morning ........ 737
Pentecost, or Whit-Sunday Evening
Fast-Day Morning..:...vueuvreereenennnss
Fast-Day Evening.; . eevesiiiemeeenasene
Thanksgiving-Day Morning .. ...uueuueennnnnnnnnnnn,
Thanksgiving-Day EVening «.....vvveeeennnnnnnnsorns
SEASONS, &e.
SPIING i i s dsinee ¢ Tesisiseiniennise e s ssainevhes 739
SUMIDEE., &4 vaisies s0e66 6 5diaimmre s sloiosiaiare sororaioiaters siuns 740
Harvestessy .., in L s JEih, S G coes eee 740
Winter. s s cibenin e ae ees 741
Before the Lord’s Supper. .. 742
After the Lord’s Supper . cees 712
For:the:Républior oo 0, ol ng G A b e T daee e 743
For the President and the different merabers of his Cabinet 743
For the American Churches ......................... 743
For Biuie, Missionary, and other Sacred Institutions...... 744
A Prayer for the Jews ........... sessianeesiesesinane 744

AFFLICTION, RECOVERY, DEATH, INTERMENT, &c.
For a Friend in Aflliction, or an Afflicted Member of the

Family. o4 0id 5 vesnse %o waiein s slee Velbines daigeis s 745
Prayer after the Recovery of a Friend, or one of the

Family. 5l Sormt e s cseeeness 746

After the Death of a Pamnt.......................... 746

MS-0678
Box 1
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For an Afflicted Infant .. .ovvuvvunernnnnnn..n. TN
After the Recovery of an Afflicted Infant ........... ee 747
After the Death of an Infant.................. vesuvdas 118
Before the Interment of a Friend. . ......... Y
Atter the Interment of a Friend ,

PRAYERS FOR INDIVIDUALS, &c.

The Orphan’s Prayer....eeevueneeennnnnn..., ceeecces
The Prayer of a Witlow: o v v iisninssnararnts
For a Mother and a New-born Babe . ....owooeeeoinn .

Tor a Son leaving Home with a View of going into Business
For onc of the Family who has entered the Married State
For a Rebellious Son who has left his Father's House ....

Belore entering on a DL T R S
After returning from a dourney: S A T v bt .
For Rain, e onie o e Sresssssecsrenccencnnssses
Thanksgiving for Rain v.vueeeeennnnssinmnreonnnns .
For Fair Weather in a Time of Threatening Rain. ...

Thanksgiving for Fair Weather ................ tecees
In a Thunder-Storm ...vvuuusnnnnnnnnn. sesssee ceeans
After a Thunder-Storm. .. .. siees e e s ssesienens o

Thanks for an Abundant Harvest, . .. . Ve i une b e
In the Time of Pestilence, or of an Infectious Disease ek
Thanks for the Removal of Pestilence, or of an Infectious
Disease .......... cee el STs e eiaie 815, sesscencses
In the Time of War, aud for its Destruction v.....vy. o,

PRAYERS FOR SEAFARING MELN.
Thanksgiving for Peace. x,

During a Stqrm at Sea ........... tetecteiicenssnn.. 758
Thanksgiving-after a Storm at Sea ... ....... ceeeeeness 759

Setting out on & Voyage, or Outward Bound. . ceesesans. 759
On reaching a Foreign POrtis'syvavsuasinnsiciessss
Homeward Bound Ceeectitetttecrenaans

On reaching Home.euuueeeneneenernnoroe,
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