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LETTERS TO MARTHA DOUG LAS 

October 30, 1871 t o May 27, 1874 

by 

SIR JAMES DOUGLAS 

[ Transcr ibed 
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C. E. Browne] 



• 

Thursday morning 

My dearest little Martha 

Your note of yes terday has just come 
to hand , much to dear Mamma ' s relief--who has been 
fretting about you all ever since the Enterpri se left . 
She is quite happy now s i nce hearing of your safe 
arriva l . You had I hope , a pleasant trip, as t he 
weather here wa s magnificent til l the evening . Yester
day was showery , and today there is a steady downpour . 

Uncle Cameron was here yesterday 
having called to ask James to drive some of his voting 
friends to the Esqui malt election- -which takes place 
t oday. James was fortunately out of the way , and so 
was not dragged into wha t I fear , will be a l osing 
cause; owing to Uncles dditorfiness ; having begun his 
canvass too late , in the day. We ho pe dear Agnes and 
the little ones are a l l well . Kiss them a l l for me . 
Mamma unites with me in love and best wishes 

My dearest C~ild 
Your affec t e Father 

JAMES D0UGLAS 

I send thj s mornings Col onist . I would have writ t en 
much more , were the light better; as it is , it is 
nainful to the eyes . 
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J . D • 



Victoria 30th Oc t r 1871 

My dearest ~artha 

The immortal Jim brought a letter from 
you and one from Agnes on Saturday--yours was very 
brief and not so chatty as I expected , i n fact , I had 
a l mo s t arrived at the conclusion, that Miss Douglas 
wa s going to be any thing but a good cor respondent . So 
matters wer e up to this morningl when Jim who had been 
over to town , popPed in with a etter which pr oves to 
be one from you dated 27th Octr , whi ch you must have 
posted before Jame ' s arriva l at New Westminster , and 
made no mention of in your note by him; so we dld not 
think of sending to the ~ost office for it . A very 
nice amusing letter it is , full of fun and infortna tion-
Wha t a jol ly trip up you had wit h your chatty fellow 
passengers M! and MfS Fane; th~n the grouse and bac~n , 
the joll y big pota toes , with their tor n coats and the 
keen appetites you brought to bear on all the se 
l uxuri es , gives one quite a fancy for New Westminster . 

I am glad t o hear that t he Gue l phe 
pleases Agnes so much , she will never lack occupation or 
amusement , with tha t t oy in the house . We are busy now 
with the apples , they are fi ner than usual and abundant . 
Mamma is r ather dull , but is getting on much better than 
I expected without yo u- -she is always so busy tha t she 
ha s no time to pine. 

I wi l l write to Agnes another day , her 
l etter was much prized . Kiss Agnes and all the dear 
little ones for me . Tony finds no purchaser- - t he box 
from England has not yet made its appearance . Mamma 
unites with me in l ove to you all 

May God bless you 
My dearest child 

Your loving Father 
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Vict~ria 
6th Novr 1871 

My dearest Child 

I have just this hour received vour 
dear let ter of the 39 Novr announc i ng the welfare of 
all the dear ones at New ~estminster . My dear Martha 
you nust not relax or cease your efforts to improve , as 
you know I am most particular about letters , and I 
don ' t like to see mistakes in yours--You have omitted 
at least two wor ds in your last , and mispelt Sciatica . 
Pray don ' t be remiss in future . How fortunate the 
accident to the Hone was not more serious . You were 
invited to t he Ba ll but I of course declined the 
i nvitation on account of your absence . 

The Mail Steamer arrived t his morning . 
I have heard nothjng as yet of the Box but I presume 
it is come . 

I send here\Vi th enclosed a letter 
just received from Alice , and one from "/ifey Da l las- -
read and return them without fail , they give all our 
news . I will send you a five do l lar Note--by next Boat-
to pay for your photograph. See that ~Ae it i s a good [?] 
one . 

Mamma unites wi th me in l ove and kisses . 

No time for more 

PR 1428- James Douglas family fonds 
MS 0776 - Correspondence (B/ 40/ 4A) 

My dearest Ma r tha 
Your l oving papa 

JAMES DOUGLAS 



Fr iday morning 

My dearest Child 

Many thanks f or your last letter . and 
for the nice niece [ letter tor n] some for dinner [letter 
torn] so good that Mamma would eat nothjng else . 

The Governors Ball was solendid Mr 
Cameron and James were there but being r a ther out of 
sorts I could not go . The races yesterday were not well 
attended . Taun is off to Chjna and Ang i s a ll alone and 
has mo re t o do , than he can manage . I sha ll go or send 
for you next week. I have not time to get a note of $5 
for you . I wi l l send one next week. Excuse t his short 
note . Love to Agnes and all the children. Mamma unites 
in l ove and kisses . 

My dearest Mart ha 
Your loving Father 

( signatur e cut from let t er] 

Mansell has sent in a Rill for shoes supplied in Aug~ 
I am sure I paid f or them before , but cannot find the 
Bills--are they in your possession. 

Your box is come , and opened your things 
are all done up i n pasteboard boxes and have not been 
touched-- so we cannot tell how they l ook In haste 

I send t he morning Col onist 
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Victoria 16~h Novr 1871 

My dearest Martha 

We had t he pleasure today of your 
we l come letter p! Enterpr ise- - rather a short one , 
howeverl shewing you must ei ther have been very busy 
or not n the humour of writing- -just as I am at the 
pr esent time--it being 10 o ' clock i n the evening and 
Jim, grumbling about being kept so long out of bed . 

Mamma is seated in her corner talking 
about you i I just hear her saying oh, my roor 1i ttle 
Martha thl s is the first time , she has been so long 
away from home . I miss her so much in the evenings 
oh my pr ec i ous child--she must not attempt to come 
down if the wea ther is stormy. This is all very well 
for Mamma to say, but I fancy we must t ake the weather 
a s we find it 

The Members of the Ministr y have been 
gazetted 

M! M¥Creight Attorney General 
R. Pock Robertson Coloni~l Secret ary 
Henry Holbrooke Commissioner of Lands & Works 

Not a very strong Ministry I fancy , but we must strive 
to keep them afl oat . 

Jim says it is five minutes to eleven-
so I must c l ose with love and kisses to Agnes you and all 
the l i ttle ones--

My darling child 
Your l ovjng father 
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Victoria-- Monday 13th Novr 

My dearest Child 

We had t he pleasure of Agnes ' and your 
lett er , by the Enterprise on Saturday--Do not forge t to 
return the letters I sent you to read--from Wifey and 
Alice , as I wish to answer t hem soon. Pray do not take 
the trouble of s ending more sturgeon as you know we 
have great abundance of fish here- -and very little i s 
used when vou are away as James f~ncies he has br ains 
enough , and has no desire f or more . 

What a deluge we had last night and 
t here is every a ppearance of more rain coming . Mamma 
has agreed t o your remaining for another week with 
Agnes but not l onger . I enclose herewith a f ive dolla r 
note- -to pay for your photographs . Mamma has not been 
very well for some days , bu[t] i s now better . The 
confirmation service took place yesterday, and was mo st 
i~pres sive . I did not at t end as the weather was very 
bad . 

Mamma is much obliged for Agnes l etter , 
and ho ,es to hea r from her again. 

I met Cis y Wallace the other day , 
as I wa s drivjng to town, she t old me she was quite 
well and l ooked so . 

The apples are nearl y all in after a 
very t ough job, delayed as t Pe pickers have been by 
the wea t her . They make a fine s how in t he ap~le house 
and will I t hink keep much better , than they did in the 
large boxes , we used to have 

Your last letter was very good . Mamma 
desires her l ove to you, Agnes and all the children 

May God bless you 
My dearest chi ld 

Your l oving Father 
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(pages 1- 4 of letter are missing] 

present , and have joined the mule train under Hunter 
Ganstys (?] party crossed on rafts and lost so many 
things that our party determined to build a canoe No 
sooner was the idea conceived than executed and the 
result was a splendid canoe twenty five in length and 
three feet wide . Ml' Smith crossed last Friday and 
wonderful to relate , returned last night having failed 
to cross a rapid river about six miles away and which 
he says must be bridged. I dined with him this evening 
and he was telling me how very fortunate it was I did 
not go with him as he had had a very hard ti~e of it . 
It has been raini ng hard for the last two days but 
Hunters tent i s waterproof . I like him very much , 
last night we recited poetry and prose to each other , 
told stories; with a jolly fire burning outside , and 
the rain pattering on the tent , varied occasionally 
by the brayi ng of one of the mules , and last but not 
least the roaring of the river , which i s about 40 ft. 
distant . My knee is qui t e strong a nd well but t he ankle 
of the right foot is rather weak Everybody says I am 
getting fat I feel much better I t hink I shall stick 
to the mule tra j n . I have been writing a Diary and will 
give you a benefit when I return. We left on Saturday 
26th July at 12 noon in Canoes which were waiting for 
us I did not know what canoeing wa s t ill I went up the 
Squamj sh River . I candidly confess I fe l t somet imes 
frightened but the Indians understood the River and 
managed their Ca noes beautifully No boat could have go t 
up the River the water was so swift . Excuse the crossing 
but I fear greatly this will be over weight if I do not 
I could fill sheets of paper about the trip but I have 
not the time . We cross tomorrow and cut a trail till 
we arr ive at the river to be bridged . Mf Smith will 
t hen go on again but I remai n with the Train as he 
thinks the walking will he too much for me . We shall 
overtake him at Cache Creek so the arrangement stands at 
present . I ho pe my dea r Mother and her children are 
well . Excuse this (word illegible] scrawl. I shall 
write again soon when I have a chance . 

With best love to all 
I remai n 

Your affec t ionate Son 

J rv DOUGLAS 

Copied by dea r little Amy . James you see is improvi ng , 
in mind as well as in body. He will , I trust , have plenty 
to say on his return home . I have just made a condi t ional 
sale of Metchosen for $5000 dollars . A poor price , yet 
better than keeping it on hand . Mamma sends you her love 
Amy wrote you the other day. May the Almighty bless you 

[Endorsed : l Answered 
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My dearest child 
Your loving Father 

J AMES .DOUGLAS 



Address 
Misses Turk 

Landsdown House 
Worcester Park 

near Wimbledon- Surrey 

My dear Mr Bushby 

Vict~Eia V~ncouver Island 
10 Aug 1872 

We are now preparing with sorrow and 
tribulation for Agnes journey to England , and have 
decided on eefte!Rg a llowing mY youngest daughter ~rtha 
to accomnany her , for the benefit of finishing her 
educat i on in England . As ~ Dall a s in wh0se charge I 
have placed keF Martha , will not be in London , at the 
time she gets t here I have taken the liberty of re 
questing your f OOd offices and t r ose of your dear 
sisters , ~e-ae in placing her at a pro oer finishing 
school , where she may have t he comforts of a h ' w.e , and 
a careful training in manners and general knowledge . 
Ma r tha i s 18 years of age and so far a s l itera ture goes , 
is f airly educated . ee ~Rg She plays well , sings has a 
taste for drawing i s well r ead , writes a good hand , and 
a nice letter . What el:ie-Rew-waRte ~e should now engage 
her fflay-ee -~e-wRat -iRe±~aee attention is e l ocution and 
English Composition, the French language , which she has 
studi ed for severa l years--larger & broader views of 
life , and that expansion of mind , which may be called 
the educatinn of the eye , and cannot be acquired out 
here . She i s a lso fond of music and dr awing , and ma y 
improve in both arts . 

I wish her to be a parlour boarder and 
to have a ~~!va~e bed room for herself . 

M!S Nicholls , a widow ladyAe~e who 
has for many years been Martha ' s music teacher ha s 
recommended a ladys school near Wimbl edon. It is kept 
by her two s isters the Misses Turk, who eAe-eay it 
apnears are most excellent peoole , and will cherish 
Martha giving her a roost careful t r a i ning , and as a 
parlour boarder , she will be always with them . If a t 
all l i ke MfS Nicholls , they must be of the excellent of 
the ea rth , afte so if their terms and r eferences a re 
sa tisf ac t or y , I should wish Martha to become a pupil of 
theirs; eft- ~8e-e~ft~~a~y but if not , I l eave ye~ Jane 
and Annie t o make a choice of schools; good food and 
fre sh air being essenti~ l conditi~ns as the childs 
health is after all the ~ee~-~~~e¥~e fi~ main consideration 
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As Martha to avoid tr0uble will leave 
mos t of her clothes betind she wi l l need some t hings 
ef~e~ on arri ving &He I enclose a Check of Fifty Pounds 
on Messrs Smithi Payne & Smith to put you in funds : 
and please sett e any bal ance with Mr Dallas 

I trust you will excuse thi s 
trouble a~e makinf use of me whenever I can be of 
servi ce . With my kindest remembrances to Jane and 
Annie . 
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I remain 
My dear Bushby 

Yours very sincerely 

JAMFS DOUGLAS 



My dea r est Martha 

Victorfia Vancouver Island 
13. Aug~ 1872 

I hurried up from t he garden ga te , 
where I bade you adieu to comfort Mamma , and f ound 
her in a burst of incontroll able grief-- I caught her in 
my arms , but her heart wa s full--she rushed wildly into 
your r oom and ca sting herself upon the bed lay sabr ing 
and calli ng upon her child. Opening the winoows for 
air , I saw Joseph and Tod standing by the carriages 
listeni ng sadl y to her cries. The poor fellows l ooked 
so grieved at our distress . 

Mamma wa s at length exhausted- -and 
then I poured in words of consola tion , and then drove 
out , to see you pass out of t he harbour . Instead of 
Po i nt Ogden we drew up at Laurel Point , where we had a 
closer view of our departing trea sures . We saw you 
clearly , returni ng our pa rting s i gnals , and the dea r 
children , shouting t heir hearty good byes . 

We wa tched you till out of sight , and 
returned , with sad hearts , to our deserted home . Tod 
s poke most feeli ngly of your de parture . 

Tod , I remarked Martha is gone now. 0 
yes he replied , we are all so sorry. She never left us 
before; but she will be back again , we hope , before the 
winter comes . 

James rode out to Point Ogden and 
watched you out of sight- -the poor boy had nothing all 
day , to eat , and is very sad. 

Aft er prayer s t his evening Arthur was 
overcome by his emotions and we pt like a child , i t wa s 
pa inful to see him, wee ping for wife and children , 
which were no l onger near him. Hi s grief added to our 
own sorrows . But blessed be the Lord Jesus , who has 
not left us co~fortless . He is a shelter from the s torm, 
a sure refuge in distres s . We feel t hat our dea r ones 
a re in his keepi ng , and we will not sorrow as those 
without ho pe . 

The l a st mor1t h since dea r Agnes came 
down to James Bay has been a hap~y time for us all:-
so pleasant was it t o have you a ll about us in our dear 
old home , and to see you well and joyful . 

I t is one of these green spots in life , 
whi ch I delight to dwell upon. 
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---------------------------------------------------
Wednesday 14th 

Mamma about as usual , sad but compo sed . Not a dry eye 
at Morning prayers. '.'/e all sobbed out our griefs aloud , 
when Arthur , attempted the pr ayer always read by Martha . 
We are now more composed . Busy at the Flower beds 
Foot much better Arthur and James at Dolj ce Court . 
Had a pleasant drive with Arthur and James , riding to 
the Uplands and round bv Mount Tolmie home . Mr Cr ease 
called i n , t hi s evening, to have a chat about our dear 
departed ones . Watching the wind- -it is f a ir for the 
"California" feel certain you will arrive on Saturday 
morn:i ng . 

Thursday 15~h 

Lowenbergs ( ?] day.--he called as usua l hjs jolly round 
f ace , a great comfort , but miss my little scribe . 

My birthday. keep it quiet to avoid 
fuss . Mamma busy getting t hings put to rights . Dear 
little Dolly came in with a rush , to wish me many 
happy returns of the day , leaving in my hand a shilling 
as a birthday gift , and went off like a shot , for fear 
I should ret urn it to her . Nice is it not ? Drove out 
in the afternoon with Arthur Took the Esquima lt road , 
round by Craigflour (sic] , and home by t he Gorge . 

Fr iday 16~h Aug~ 

Calm--fine weather . Arthur left t r is morning for New 
Westr his col d i s much bett e r . he pr omised to come 
down often. Sorr y he i s gone . My foot much easier. 
Mamma well , but sad . Dr ove with James to the Upl ands . 
Have a f ancy for some land ther e . Shall I buy a few 
hundred acres? what i s your opinion? Better have the 
money in the Bank ay? 

Saturday 17t h 

Weather dull and overcast . 
Elections fo r the House of Commons approaching. great 
excitement . Bunster , Beaven and Wa l lace all in the 
field . They are most amiable , promise to get ever y thing 
imaginable for the e l ect ors . James gone out boating with 
Solicitor Johnson. they have a fine breeze- - too ligPt , 
if anything. Foot much better , r ode out t his afternoon. 
The exercise very enjoyable 
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Sunday 18th Augt 

Refreshing showers t Pi s morning and ap~earance of more 
rain. Your flowers look so ha-.ny , after the drench5ng , 
that one would alreost fanc y they enjoyed it . 

Very sad today, sa t with Mamma on the 
galler y , talking about you all. We were so happy this 
day week seated a ll together on the same spot watching 
t he children on the Lawn. 

James returned this morning tired and 
hungry. Rooks came t his mo rning in crowds , to set t le 
on the a pple t rees . Drove t hem away. 

Monday 19th 

Heavy rain last night . The Country at large , which was 
sufferj ng from drouth , will gain by it . The safe 
arr·iva l of the Ca lifor nia , at San Franc co is r eported 
on the "Bulletin Board 11 • Delighted with the tidings. 

I must now close my dis patch for t he 
North Pacific tomorrow. Be sure and acknowledge its 
receiut to the very day. It i s satisfact or y to know , 
when a letter is received . Mamma i s with me . She sends 
her heart f elt love to you , Agnes , and a ll the little 
ones . Show Agnes t r i s letter It is l ong enough for 
both. 

My kind respects t o the Wi sses Bushby, 
and Joseph. 

My dear ljtt le daughter I feel very 
sad I could go on writ ing to you all day . But I must 
cl ose . May the God of your Father s , t he blessed Saviour 
of manki nd , have you in his holy keeping. 

MY dearest Ma rtha 
Your ever l oving Father 

JAMES DOUG LAS 

[Endor sed : ] Answered 
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Victoria Va ncouver Island 

Tuesday 20~h Aug~ 1872 

My dearest Martha 

I mailed my first letter to you yester
day; it will rea ch you soon after you arr ive in London . 
Feceived Telegram l a st ni ght , from Mr Fraser announcing 
your de parture from San Francisco , at 7 o ' clock on 
Sunday morni ng , a l l well; so you must t hi s morning have 
pa s sed Ogden and are now careeni ng over t he vast i nland 
pl a ins . I can fancy your enjo,ment amids t scenes so 
gra no and novel whe r e so much is to be seen and so much 
to admire. How happy we fe el now . I lost no time in 
send ~ ng Mr s Crease word 1 and t~i s morning I rode over , 
to do the same good off1ce for Mr s Woods . They were so 
thankfu l for the good tidings . The weather i s s till 
showery : t he flowers are enjoyi ng the reviving bath and 
shooting out gloriously. I wal ked to town yesterday and 
am much bet t er in hea lth, though the foot i s still a 
little oainful. Mamma is well , always however t hinking 
of her dear lit t le girl . 

Wednesday 21st 

More r ain: cloudy warm oleasant weather . Saw t hat 
dear good lady MfS Pearse today. She is looking well , 
is so cheerf ul and resigned t hat you could almost fancy 
her an angel . She wa s out on the verandah today , en
joying the fresh ba lmy air. I told her a bout the 
Telegram from San Franco , and we talked over your trip 
to Eur ooe and the advantages, even in point of hea lth 
of foreign travel . Every one is olea sed to hear of your 
rapid progress. My chief occupation at present , is 
poring over a Map of the Cent r a l Pacific endeavouring 
to tra ce your s teps . By the Time table which I have 
carefullv consul ted--you must this morning have passed 
"Laramie" and are orobably at t hi s moment ,--2 P. ll.-
passing "Sherman" the highest ooint on the line . The 
r ate of travel must be slow, j ust t here , a s the ascent 
is great· but you wi ll have easie r grades , and get on 
much faster as you enter upon the descent towards t he 
Atl antic . 

Mamma had a good cry t r i s morning , over 
t he fading bouquets , in the Library . They are ca r efully 
stowed away, as keep sakes , f or your return. 

Taking in early apples as they are 
beginning to f a ll. how much you will mi ss the fruit of 
your favourite trees . 
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Friday 23d Augt 

The weather , is cool , windy and overcast 
today. You are now drawing near Chicago , and will I 
hope be tomorrow at Niagar a , where I hope you will take 
a day or two ' s rest , and stil l be in New York , in time 
for Wednesdays steamer , and the last stage of your 
journey . I wonder how dear Agnes is ; she is not 
suffering I hope from the effects of the journey. 

I heard from Ar thur who is well in 
hea lthl but of course very dull . Ne l son has been elected 
by ace ama tion for the Commons , as member for New '.Vest 
minster . Fisher has been returned President of the 
Council , instead of Cunningham whose election , wa s invalid . 

Saturday 24tr Augt 

Mrs Raynun and M~s Cl audet called the day before yester day 
but I was out at the t i me . Met Captain Cator , who i s 
l ooking hearty and we l l; he enjoyed the trip north , and 
f ound a great deal to interes t him; Made all sorts of 
enquiries about Agne s and you. Found dear Mamma in 
t ears over your little things , which she was arra nging 
and putting by in the Drawer s . This is very natural , 
seeing you never left home before , exce~t for a few days 
and now that you are gone so far away , she feels your 
absence acutely. There i s in truth , a void , in the house , 
where you ~ave-eeeft were born and have been cherished for 
so many long years . Accustomed to your society, every 
tr· ·ng about the house , recalls your image , so vividly 
at times , that I almost fancy I see you popping in upon 
us . N1 1mpor te , I am gl ad of the move we have made ; you 
may never again have so good a chance , of visiting the 
old world , and I know you will profit by the opportunities 
of improvement , so unexpectedly thrown in your way. 

I hope you will make a point of seeing 
Broadway, the great street of New York Inspect it 
closely , so as t o be capabl e of talking about , and gi ving 
an opinion aee~~ of its architec t ure , and genera l 
appearance . The Americans are proud of i t - - and the 
first question asked of any person , who has been to New 
York- -general ly is- -What do you t hink of Broadway. 
Follow the same plaP , with respect to every other celebrated 
nlace you may see . Regent Street j s fo r example the boa s t 
and pride of London, the Rue de Rivoli of Paris , Pr inces 
Street 0f Edinburgh and so on wit~ other places Fi nd out 
which is the admired thoroughfa re or object , and then 
inspect it closely . 
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I am just come in fr?m a drive to the 
round home by the springs , with llamrna and 
enjoyed it , as the we~ther i s delicious . 

Sunday 25~h 

Delightful weather . At church , foot nearly free of 
pain--the Dean went through the service - -unaided . Text 
"Let your light so sh) ne before men, that they may see 
"your good works , and gl orify your Father which is in 
"heaven. Ye are the light of·the world" . The good 
Dean earnestly i mproved the occasion . Truly the Light 
is sweet , it is welcome . Christ is the true Light of 
the world , his disciples shine by light derived from 
Him. They must wa lk circumspect ly they must take heed 
of every thing that looks ill , because they are so much 
looked at . They are intended to give light to others , 
by doing such good wor ks as men may see , and as will 
give cause to think well of Christianity; - - of the truth 
and excellency of the Christian religion That they may 
be provoked to imitate your good works , and so may 
glorify God . It wa s a forcible discourse . There was 
a medium attendance present . Carry &c were in church 
and good Captain Cator . We put up earnest prayers to 
the Throne of Grace , for you a l l . We are longing for 
the 11leV1 York Telegram. 

Monday 26th 

Drove 1£r s Tuzo to the u~lands--she is a charming person , 
talked about you. I have asked Brother Da llas , to t ake 
you , for a short time to Dunain, to see your sister and 
Nieces , bef ore you settle down to school. 

Tuesday 27th Augt 

The Prince Alfred arrived with the Mails . Your letter 
received what a shame to hurry you off so soon from 
San Fran~o A day would have made no difference in the 
time of your de parture from New York , which will not 
be till tomorrow. A days rest would have been so 
grateful to a ll the party. Kind Mr Fraser says you 
were all in good spirits , on leaving Oakland , it was so 
good of him to see you , up to the very last moment . 
Mamma is relieved , but will not be happy till she hears 
from New York. Mamma & James nassed the afternoon and 
dined with MfS A. Pemberton. Miss Wyllie called to ask 
after you--sends her love --the dear good Lady is looking 
well . The Steamer 
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Wednesday 28th Augt 

will leave t omorrow wi th the mails . Tell Agnes I sent 
her lett er on to \ rthur , the minute i t arrived here , 
by t he Enternrise 

I hooe dear Agnes and the all the [ s icl 
children are quite well . 

Mamma and James uni te wi t h me in love 
and f ond wishes for you a ll. 

May God bless you my darling children 
Write soon and often , for we l ong to hear from you. 

My da r l ing Matt i e 

My dearest child 
Your loving Fat~er 

J AMES D"'UGLAS 

I had to read Papa ' s letter , I hooe you wont be 
displeased 
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My dearest Martha 

Victoria V~ncouver Island 
3Ht Aug~ 1872 

The Telegraphic message arrived yester
dar~ announcing your departure from New York, on the 
28~0 Ins~ in the good ship "Java" for England which 
relieved us from much anxiety, in resnect t o t he over
l and journey , shewing that you had accomnlished it 
comfortably and that you were all well . hlamma had l S 
usual a r ood cry , over t he missive and then we a ll 
set t led down, to enjoy the tidings . I sunoose you 
rested a couple of days at Niagara , and closely inspected 
that most stupendous feature of Na ture and will give 
your impressions of it in your next letter . 

In my letter to Agnes , I mentioned 
the death of Captain Irvine , f rom congestion of the 
lungs . He is to he buried today at New Westminster. 

Sir Francis Hincks , Finance Minister 
who was lately defeated , in an election contest in 
Canada has just been returned by the loyal electors of 
Vancouver Dis tri ct to repr esent them in the Commons . 
We have thus become useful , as a refuge , for the Members 
of the Cabinet in distress . 

B~h Septr 

I have been absent from home since the 29 Ins~ on an 

~~~~l~~061~0 I~~~eain~~; · cl~~eg~} ~~c~x~~e~~~~I~a~et day. 
The trip was very enjoyable with the fine weather we had , 
and most comfortable quarters on board the "Maude" . She 
is really a jol ly little Craft , with a full length unper 
deck where you can si t and see every thing as you steam 
along- -the quiet inland waters of the Straits . The 
scenery is striking and att ractive- -with much variety. 
J ame s and Mr Cr ease were of the party. We called at all 
the settl ements on the way landing and receiving passen
gers and cargo , keeping up a continual change and 
excitement on board . There is much improvement visible 
every where , but es pecially near the Coal districts , 
where various industries are springing up. 

The survey parties at Bute Inlet a r e 
making satisfactory pr ogress and hope to bring the rail 
road out there . mais J ' en doute . 

Your charming letter from Niagara 
arrived t hi s evening- -to our great joy and relief . The 
foreign correspondent , has made a good beginning , ears , 
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eyes and mind have been all at work , and to 
excellent purpose . Go on and prosper , every succeeding 
letter will we trust , be an improvement on the former , 
and you will come to that point , that you will be 
caoable of writing not only with facility , but with 
pleasure in the excercise , for we natur~lly love those 
arts in which we excel. You say nothj ng about the 
children, how they behaved and how t rey got through the 
journey . Arthur has had several letters from Agnes , 
and I suppose has heard all about the little ones . One 
mistake you made ; in fut ure addr ess to Mamma , whatever 
you have to say to her and to Papa whatever you have to 
say to him , by that means you will succeed , in writ ing 
with greater point and precision , and your letters will , 
on the whole , be more satisfactory. You know I wish 
you to tell me every thing that i s passing in your mind , 
to lay o nen as it were ye~F the innermost recesses of 
your soul , so t ha t with Gods help , I may be able to 
counsel and advise you , in a ll the varving scenes of 
lHe . 

lO~h Septr Mr Fr a ser arrived yesterday, per t he "Alfred" 
and dinned [sic] with us in the evening . It is a great 
treat to s ee him again among his old friends . I shall 
tell you all about his doings , in another letter as the 
Steamer is on the eve of leaving , and I must therefore 
close 

Mamma is quite well and sends you her 
l ove and no end of kisses . May God in his mercy bless 
and preserve you my darling Child 

Your loving Father 

JAMES DOUG LAS 

I saw Carrie today , 
and gave her your love 
Mi ss Wylly ' s l ove 
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Victoria lOth Septf 1872 

My dearest Child 

I have just posted a letter for you 
by the 0 rince Alfred and begin my notes a new, so as 
to keep you well posted , about passing events . MfS 
Starr lost her baby the other day , the dear child having 
been carried off by a severe attack of Cholera- - another 
baby died of the same complaint a few days nreviously so 
that the Doctor is under some alarm , as to the 
contagious nature of the disease the dea ths bavjng 
occurred in contiguous dwellings . 

The letter I last received from the 
"Foreign cor res pondent 11 is admired by all who have heard 
it read , grea t encouragement , is it not to a young writer . 
Carrie wa s delighted to hea r from you , and made many 
enquiries about your progress 

I was out with Mr Fraser , most of 
yesterday and greatly enjoy his society. He is full of 
information, his memory is prodigious , aRe he forgets 
nothing . He enjoys the quiet dinners and social evenings 
at James Bay. 

14~h Septt 

All is well here . Nothing of much interest has trans
pired. Daily rides with MT Fraser . He dines with u s 
every day. The new Cemetery is to be at on Barnabe ' s 
oroperty , next to Ros s ' s a better site than Medana's 
grove , being much drier and f a r more secluded . 

Sunday 15th 

The Bishop preached , this being collection day , fo r 
Dioce san purpo ses . He was t ouch ing and pointed , the 
subject of the discourse being our Lord ' s words 11 I come 
t o declare the truth" . He enforced the dnty incumbent 
on a l l the followers of Christ , to build up his Church 
on earth , by prece pt and examole . All should be minister
ing children, gentle kind , leading pure and ho l y lives . 
There wa s a fa i r congregati~n and a libera l collection. 
A happy day Christ i s revealing the truth , more and more 
clearly to my soul . 0 that I could live , more devotedly 
and enjoy a closer walk with God . 

My dear little Alice , how is she? I 
have not heard f rom her for some time past . 
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Thursday 19~h Septf 

Charmj ng weather , warm, bright and clear. The early 
a poles are nearly all gone and the late keepers fast 
maturing . Don ' t you miss t hem in England . I saw none 
there so good as our own. The pears are uer fect , the 
Jargonells never kept or t a st ed better. They are 

delicious th i s year . Last night after nr ayers , in 
which you were earnes tly remembered , Mamma burst into 
t ears and had a good cry; which relieved her feelings , 
and she wa s soon all right again. Her health is very 
good and except on such occasinns as I have menti~ned , 
is in good spiri t s . Christ Church will be finished in 
a few weeks more and looks remarkably well • . 

Monday 23~ Septr 

A little r ain fell yeste rday morning , but not enough to 
moisten the ground , which is still dry and parched . I 
took Mr Fra ser for a long drive on Saturday, round by 
Yales and Deadmans River . We afterwards drove to 
Belmont and were hospitably entertained by MrS Switzer , 
who appears to be a very intelligent person. The trees 
are loaded with fruit , and every tring is lovely , but 
we missed the old f awiliar faces , whom we sha ll meet no 
more on earth. So passes away t he gl ory of the world. 

Thursday 26~h Septr 

The Pri nce Alfred arrived with the mails yesterday. I 
had a letter from Alice , she had been to see the Mi sses 
Turks school , and reports very favourably of i t . So 
does MT Dallas , and he purposes [ sic ] sending Wifey to 
it . She will share your room and be a little fr iend and 
compani on to you. I have not heard from Jane , who 
apnears to be growing insufferably idle . We shall expect 
a l ong letter from you , by the next Mail , and feel assured 
we shall not be di sappointed 

Yesterday the rooms were turned topsy 
turvy , the carpet dusted and ce ilings white washed . Ang 
wa s very usef ul and a ctive . He kee ps t he door knobs in 
high nol1sh and wishE>s Miss Martha to know , tha t he 
remembers her lessons . I wish we could send you some of 
our delicious pears . They are very fine t ti s yea r . 
I~mma wi shes me to say all manner of kind t bi ngs to you 
and to desire you to be careful of your health. She sends 
you kisses without number James Amy and Dolly, are no 
less liberal --both with kisses and good wishes . I have 
written to you so often that I quite forget t he number of 
my letters . ~Y God bless and preserve you my dearest child 

[Endorsed] Answered 
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Victoria 28~h Sept~ 1872 

l.ly dearest i·artha 

r , yesterday , despatched a letter f or 
you by the ~rince Alfred and also , one for e~i e teF 
sister Alice , wrich I registered , with an enclosed 
Check on J.~essr s Smith , Payne and Smi tts for £12 , being 
money rece i ved here , from MT Good , f or Alice ' s benefit . 

Alice has been so of ten changing her 
residence of late , that one i s afra id her l etters may 
miscarry , which would be a serious mat1er , i f they con
t a ined r emittances . I addressed t he letter 1n question 
to M~s Charles Good 

Isabella Cot tage 
Pembert on Road 

East Wool sey r?l - -Surrey 
Pr ay menti , n this to Sister Alj ce . 

Miss Devereaux who I me t in town the 
other day, was enqujri ng affectionately af ter you. I 
gave her all the news and t old her , how much enjoyed the 
trip and the views of ·iagara She mis ses you so much 
as do a l so many other old friends here . 

MT Pichardson the geolor ist has dis 
covered , arundance of Iron ore near the coal fie lds 
at Comox , which will prove a lasting source of wealth to 
the Colony . The Hope silver mines , a re again before the 
public i samples of ore sent to San Francisco for assay, 
yieldea 240 dollars a ton besi des some gol d . A mining 
Eng1 neer is now gr- ne up to Hope to exa:!!·· ne and report 
upon them to Capita lists of large means , who will if 
satisfied of their richness set to work to open them. 
All this bodes well for tre Colony. 

30~h Sept r 

M~s Nicholls has just sent over a note , i nf or ming that 
she had heard f rom her sister Mis s Turk who had called 
at Hal ken Street but di d not fi nd Miss Bush by at hon1e . 
Miss Turk f ur ther a ssures ~sat me , if I decide on 
sending you to he r e s t abli shment , e8e-w~il of their 
earnest endeavours , to promote the comfort andadvance the 
education of Mis s Douglas in every pos sible way. This 
is a t once a satisfact or y , and reassuring piece of in
fo rm tion whi ch I highly value , as I fee l you will be 
among fr iend s , who will prize and watch over you continually. 
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Oct:r 29 Tuesday 

~e have had heavy rains and dark cloudy weather since 
Sunday last. The coun~ry will soon be fresh and green, 
a gain reminding us of lovely spring . '.'le are all well 
and comfor table here . Getting the a pples i n . Had a 
good jumping on the verandah , wi th the skipping rope 
for exercise . Drove out in the afternoon with MT 
Fra ser , towards Cadboro Bay stopping for a few minutes 
at Mr s Boqkers [?) (Mary Tod) to make an afternoon call. 
Their house i s very comfo rtable , and they are planting 
fruit trees , laying out walks , making l awns , flower 
borders and other wise get ting the grounds in order . MtS 
Booker made kind enquir ies after you. 

I omitted to eay-tkat-i-~a~e mention a 
call made a few days ago on Mf S Elliotts ~ui8-faliA8 
both she and May were well. I told them al l I had heard 
a bout your journey; we had a long chat , and we afterwards 
took May out fo r a drive , together with Amy , so they 
made up a very joyous par t;r , and greatly delighted Ml' 
Fr aser who acted as whip on t he occasi~n. 

oct:r 6~h Sunday 

Took the sacrament , a solemn occasi n , many communicants . 
MT Gribbell conduc ted the service ; dea r good Mt Cridge , 
being laid up by a severe cold , hut is now r a ther better. 

7~h oct:r 

D! Powells appoi ntment , as Indian Agent fo r tiis Province , 
has just been announced by telegraph froDJ Ottawa . A 
less object5onable appointment , is that of Mr Pearse , to 
be Engineer of Publ i c Works and Superintendant [sic] of 
Light Houses . The salary is only £450 per annm Fifty 
pounds les s th~ n he has now but he prefers it on account 
of its being a permanent office , altogetrer independent 
of the Provincial Legislature 

8th October 

The weather i s splendid , people busy about the garden, 
gathering f ruit which is abundant . I wish you had , a 
cartload for winter use . You would be delighted with a 
morning peep of t he varied and highly tinted foljage at 
James Bay. The Splendour of its rich and gor geous hues , 
reflecting the bright r ays of t he morning sun are beautiful 
beyond description 
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ll~h Octr 1872 

My dearest Martha 

We had Agnes ' letter of the ll~h 
Septr yesterday , mentioning your safe a1·1 1 val in 
Halken Street , and all the kindness of the dear Good 
Bushbys You must have found it pleasant to meet 
f riendly f a ces awai t ing your landi ng a t Livernool , and 
a gain at Euston square station , wher~ dear Jane gave 
you so hearty a welcome . I am really t hankful , t ha t 
you f ared so we l l, and so much better t ran t housands 
who have trodden t he same path before you; truly the 
Almjghty wa s about your paths , and showered his 
mercjes upon you. 

Why di d you not wri t e a line yourself 
to assure us of your welfare , I fear you must be 
suffer 5ng from the fatigue and excitement of the l ong 
journey. Mamma sends you her l ove , and all manner of 
go~d wishes- - a s we l l as Dolly and Amy 

May God bless you My darl ing child 
your affectt Father 

JAMES DOUG LAS 

[Endor sed ] Answered 
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Victoria Vancr Island 
l?~h Oct! 1872 

My dearest Martha 

I have a ddr essed you so often, since 
you left home , that ~~~t I have quite l os t t he reckoning , 
and can scarcely tell the number of my letters . We 
have again rece i ved the note you wrote on Agnes ' letter 
to Arthur , as the "Java" "Jas nearing Queenst --wn. It was 
brief , but still satisfactory. You had been a great 
sufferer , from sea sickness , wpj ch is very trying t ~ 
every one , and qui te accounts for your silence . 

Arthur arrived last night and i s in 
excelJent healthJ the up country trip having done him a 
world of good . rle will make some stay her e . I enclose 
a cutting from a New York Paper which will amuse you . 
Your letter of lO!h to 18t h Sept:r has just this moment 
arrived . How delightful to hear of your welfare , and 
progress . How kind t he good Misse s Bushby have been , I 
owe them , a debt of gratitude which I can never repay. 
Your letter is full of infor ma tion and charmingly written, 
ne i 1her flin~ant nor too heavy. 

Jane had heard of your arrival and 
write s to me as follows . "We heard from them both yester
"day; Martha writing a most sensible , and businesslike 
"letter to Mf Dallas . It quite as tor ished us bothi and 
"I must say she does credit t o Papa" . You see my aear , 
wra t golden oninions , are won by good sense and good 
breeding . 

18! h Oct!' 

Have just seen Ca~tajn Cator and deliver ed your message , 
also to Miss Wyllie and t he Governor , they are a ll so 
pleased to he~r from you. The otrer messages I will 
deljver i n due time . 

I read over your cha r T.' ng letter to Mf S 
Cr ease , who was delighted with the contents . She rea d 
over , a letter Miss Carr had received from Mary It was 
nicely put together , but I was surpr ised at one remark , 
Mary says " I have been perfectly miserable ever since I 
"commenced the journey" . What led to that feeling ; I 
thought you had all been veryhappy together . Probably 
Mary was out of hea lth , and consequently suffered from 
de pression of mjnd. 

I suppose you are by this time at 
Worcester Park , and rave settled down to your studies . 
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You will find it dull work at first , 
but tha t fe eling will wea r off in time . I have seen 
M~s Nicholls and delivered your complimentsi she is not 
ve r y well at oresent , but appears active ana cheerful. 
The wea the r ha s been ver y fine lately ; the apples a re 
a l l ga thered , such a show in the fruit house; how ar e 
we to get rid of ttem in your absence . 

I enclose a discription [sic 1 of the 
new church , which wi ll suit our pur oose as well as a 
more pretentious edifi ce . 

2l~t Oct!' 

OUr good old friend Capt ain Swanson died this morning , 
after a short illness of l ung disease . He is much 
regretted . 

I drove today with N;r' Fraser to "Spr i ng 
vale " and went all over Switzers Boot and shoe manufactory. 
It is a wonderful combi nati 'n of skill and industry 
dealing with every branch of the business from the t a nning 
of the hide , to the t urning out of the neatly made shoe . 
All these operat ions are conducted under the same r oof 
the raw hair covered hide coming in at one door, and ~~e 
never leaving the premises until it issues in the form 
of boots and shoes. 

Octr 23d I f ancy my dearest !.lartha that my frequent 
letters may come to tire you at last , though I dare say 
the l ove of home , and of dear Papa , may always r ender 
them grateful to you . Yesterday we sent men out to 
Fairfield and had a great b0nfire of fallen l ogs . Arthur 
and I went out to see t he fun , but James like a lazy 
boy decided on staying a t home . 

Mamma is still an early riser and has 
caught cold , which has brought on a bad cough , without 
however confining her to the rouse . So you do no t 
f ancy a l and purchase at Cadboro Bay notwithstanding 
the beauties of the si t e . You are probabl y right in 
that decision. Rainy weather has set in , the sky is 
overcast thi s morni ng , looking dismal and gloomy. This 
is not however t he beginning of the ra i ny season which 
is I trust ye t some weeks distant . 

Oct~ 24 The ugly blot on page one of my f1 rst sheet , 
is the r esult of the capsi?e of my I r kstand , as I wa s 
stretching out my arm over it , t o get a sheet of paper . 
What a mess on the table and caruet; Anf soon however , 
made it a ll trim aga:n. 
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I do so miss your nea t , attentive 
hand in the Library. I miss t he b uquets so much , 
t hough I might have them, by taking a li ttle trouble . 

Thi s is dear s ister Cecilia ' s birtt day , 
she wo1Jld have been now 38 , had she lived . I have just 
been reading the above r emar ks to dear Mamma , who is 
sit t ing by me in the Libr ary. She smili ngly admitted 
t he facts adding . I have only made two bouquets for 
your t able , since poor litt le Hartha left . Mf S Spence 
of Cedar Hill once Mfs Scott , wa s buried t he other day ; 
a most excellent oerson. She never recover~d the loss 
of he r Mother , MfS Lang who died some weeks ago . 

26th Octr 

The weather being pleasant , I drove out yesterday with 
Arthur to Cadboro B~ y , by a new ua th , which turns off 
from the Upl a nds road , at the corner of Tods f ence bend
ing to t he ~ef~ right through groves of oak t r ees and 
bea[u]tiful shrubber y , towards the water , whj cp i t 
follows on level ground , all the wa y to Cadboro Bay , 
avoi di ng al togetPer the steep , fa t i gui ng descent wb~ ch 
one encounters by t he old road . '!e bot h thoroughly 
enjoyed t he excursion , a s who would not i n such weather , 
and wi t h so many l ovely objects ,-- mounta in, flood and 
field: as t here meet the view on a ll sides . '.'le have 
just heard t ha t the San Ju3n questi ~n ha s been decided 
agai nst En~land , and we have l ost t he Island . I cannot 
hel~ thi nki ng tha t our ca se , has not been ful l y or 
clearly r epr esented , t o t he Em~eror of Ger many , or he 
could not have arr ived at so unj ust a decision w!i ch i s 
utterly a t va riance with the rights of t he relative 
pa rt i es . Well there is no hel p for it now, we have lost 
the s takes , and must just take it easy. 

28~h octr 
I must now close my des patch as the mail will leave i n 
a few hours . ··re had no letters from you by this steamer , 
nor had the Crease ' s from Mary . Write often , ei ther 
directly t o me or to Mamma, and no t to your "Parents " , 
which satisfies neither Ma nor 'Ca . May God bless you , my 
dearest child . Mamma ' s love and kisse s . Your lovi ng 
Father 

J AMES DOUGIAS 

Mamma uni t es wi t h me in l ove t o dea r Alice . I wrot e to 
her la tely and will soon write again • 
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My dear~st Child 

Victor ia V. I . 31~t Octr 
1872 

A letter fro"" .:r Joseph Push by h tely 
a~ri'led m~nti nine that he had cashed t' e £50 check , 
vh•ch I sent ho e for your use , and that he tad delivered 
to you the m ney , with t~e kiPdly c~uti~n to ~een account s 
and to be careful , wr~cr he h.<ic no dourt you would be . 
Thi s was both kind a~d cons1derate of h ' m and I am sure 
you wi l l a t tend to his advice . You know it is a large 
sum of money equivalent to h·1lf your all owanc e of 
cl othing for the year . You will now be abl e to put 
the many l essons i n economy you received at ho~e into 
pr actice and show how well you have pr ofited by them. 
You are very young ye t to have great trusts thrown upon 
you , but I always fancy , you are gifted with wisdom 
beyond your years . The "North Pacific " ha s t h! fi moment 
arriv ed , and your much nrized letter of t he 28. Sept r 
I write immediately to save the t!ail , and the chclnces 
of a~ow bloc~de like that of last wi1ter which may 
prevent letter~s , from getting either to you or to us , 
fo r ~nnths together . 

You have at last settled dow~ to study, 
l ove the school and describe tre 'isses Turk l as bPing 
every th'ng you co~ld wish as kind and exryer enced 
Teachers . Tre air of ~orcester 'ark is ryure and he~lthy , 
so the place i s in all respects admirably ada~t~d to 
promote healthy devel opement ~sic] of body and mind . 
You are a l so thanks be to God in perfect he~lth- -enjoying 
every comfor t and attention that CAn under the circ~
st~nces te ex~ected . 

Tell me a l l about your studies and 
course of train~ng in your next letter . You must have 
caused a s ensation a t Lansdown House--having t ravelled 
so far even froo the remote oarts of the earth , in the 
short s pace of 24 days . Their curiosity was therefo r e 
excusabl e , and gratified I hone by your kindness to the 
utmost . Peonle are thankful fo r such favour s , and you 
can turn them off any nu~her of true yet amusing ya r ns 
St ory telling , if t he s tories are true i s a graceful 
talent worth cultivating. 

I have had a hunt af t er the U. S. Postage 
Stamos , i n your ca sket , on the Drawing r oom Tabl e and 
have found only f our which I encl ose with tri s . 

You mus t have a capi t al memory to 
remember so well where your th:ngs are . Mf Fraser has 
just called for d i~ner , it being late , as I am writing 
by candlelight . I have told hi~ about your letters and 
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he de sir es to be kindly remembered to you. Arthur i s 
also present and I have given h j m the benefit of your 
critique on a ll the s ingers you had heard before going 
t o Eneland . Won ' t tha t pl ea se him . 

Mamma i s delighted and i s now gl ad you 
a re i n Enf, land . You must make t he best of your time . 

God I see is wi t h you and in his 
merci f ul Providence watches over . Be ever ready t o 
exclai m with the Psalmi st when add r e ssing his Lord . 
"Who have I in he-2 ven but t hee , and what i s there on 
"earth without thee" . I close i n ha s t e my dea r child 

[Endor sed] Answered 
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My deare st Martha 

Vancouver I~ and 
Vi ctoria 4~ Novr 1872 

My l ast was dated 31 Octr so you see , 
i n t he words of t he old song , I do not f orget my dear , 
though f a r she is away. The weather continues mild and 
plea sa nt , the leaves still cling to t he apnle trees - 
yellow as gold , t he r oses ar e i n blossom , as well a s 
the ha r dier sor t s of annua ls . 

The Pr incess Royal arrived on the 2d 
I nst br inging t he new Church Organ , a f i nely toned 
instrument i t is sajd , and t ote l~nde d and set up as 
soon a s possible . The Cathedra l will not be opened t i ll 
then !! I have no patience with our peonle they ar e so 
wretchedly slow going i n all their movements . MrS Jones 
(Cecilia Work) l ost her infant son , yesterday of 
[ w]hooping cough . The poor Mo t her i s di stra cted with 
grief . Mamma is going over to to (sic ] see her today. 

Mamma and Amy met MT Jones on the r oad 
as they were driv i ng to Hill side; he wa s so much 
aff ected with the l oss of hi s boy that he could hardly 
s peak and bur st i nto tears . He thought i t so kind of 
them7 to call on Mr s Jones , tha t he f ound it diff i cul t 
to glve expression t o hi s feelings . The bur ial is t o 
t ake place tomorrow . 

9~h Novr 
We have had such stor my weather f or t he last two days , 
it i s now f ine again, and I int end having a drive towards 
Cadboro Bay , with MT Fraser if he comes over i n time ; 
otherwise I go a l one . 

Mamma has caught a slight col d , but i s 
otherwi se well , she oft en talks about you, and feels an 
especia l interest in Alice . I see she has removed to 
London and as we knew nothing of her i ntention to do so , 
her letters and r emittances for the two last months have 
been a ddres sed t o her f or mer res idence , Isabella Cotta ge , 
Pemberton Road , E. Moulsey [?] . I hope she left 
directi ~ns with the people t here t o send on her letters , 
to her new residence London , if not , both letters a nd 
r emittances , may be i ost , whi ch would be a sa d mi sfortune 
for her. 

12t h Novr 

The Prince Alfred a rrived yesterday morning and the North 
Pacifi c in the afternoon. 1"e expected l etters from you 
but were grievously disa npointed as none came . I hope 
the "Foreign Corres l"lo ndent" is not growing remiss . I 
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had a letter f rom Dallas--he s peaks very h1ghly of you , 
and will he most kind . He hopes you will be careful 

·in your expendi ture . The new house at Dunain , is not 
yet fi njshed , and t hey were still in lodgings at Nairn 
t hey could not therefore "invite you to their own house . 

In reply to your last letter I have 
no objecti0n to your accompanyi ng the Misses ~ushby if 
they go next s ummer to t he Continent , or even to the 
sea coast of Engl and , in which cases you would bear 
your share of the expenses of the trip . The more you 
see of these dea r ladies t he better . A few American 
po stage stamps were sent , in my las t letter , and her e
with a few more and I will add to the number a s oppor 
tunities offer . 

In future do not begin your letters with 
t he nhrase "my dear Parents" , but wr1te either to Dear 
Papa or Dear Mamma you will then write more to the 
poi nf , and your letfers will be more gra tifying to Pa pa 
and Mamma . Now my dear lit t le Child , I am drawing to 
a close; our warmest l ove , and best wishes are with 
you , we commit you t o the car e of our blessed Saviour , 
believing He will have you in His Gracl0us keeping . 
Mamma unites with me , in warmest aff ection 

My dearest P.:artha Your l oving Father 

JAMES DOUG LAS 

My l ove t o dear Agnes and Ali ce and all the dear 
Children , as well as to the dear Mis~Bushby . 

( Endorsed] Answered 
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My dea rest Martha. 

Vancr I. Victoria 
13~h Novr 1872 

Ky last despatch of yesterday, has just 
left by the Prince Alfred, and I commence anew with 
another sheet. The cold weather set in yesterday freez
ing the ground , nipping the flowers and green leaves! 
assuri ng us in fact, of the near approach ot grim co d 
winter. This is a bright, clear braci ng day , the sun 
shining warmly, though freezing in the shade . I have 
just come from a ramble, in town and am going out again, 
to see how the clearing i s getting on, i n MT Kings 
field.-Fairfield where I have a sturdy Indian empl oyed 
i n cutting and tearing up the bushes and trees. I wi ll 
so acquire nearly two acres of good land without purcha se; 
bet ter is i t not than buying land at Cadboro Bay? 

19~h Novr 

Still without letters from the "Foreign 
Correspondent" . I have however seen th0se, you wrote 
to James and Amy, and therefore know you are well . You 
have plenty to say, and you must learn to say it well, 
for t hat is a necessary a ccomplishment t o young Ladies 
as to others, therefore study to express your meani ng , 
with ease 1. without prolixity and wi thout Tautology. You 
s peak in a.ys letter of "res ting your weary legs"--
would it not be nicer to say, wea r y l imbs. In comparing 
the architecture of St Pauls with t hat of Westminster 
Abbey, the idea i s good but might be better expressed . 
The s tructures are in striking contr ast- -and I thi nk with 
you as to your preference ot the airy Gothic style which 
fills the mind with admiration. You mus t write a great 
deal, and ask Miss Turk to correct your style and 
language . For instance you speak over-harshly ot the 
Arch deacon more so, than a lady ought to do, 6f any one . 
The Censor having now done his part let me proceed to 
other topics. 

There i s a change in the weather t his 
morning , from sharp and clear; it is now mild and 
showery; but all vestiges of summer leaves and flowers , 
gr ass excepted which is still green and long , have disap
peared , and stern winter with its Ice and s tor ms is 
pl ainly bef ore us. 

26~h Novr 

Another mail is in the harbour and still no letter , from 
Martha. 
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What blighting influence ha s come over 
mi foreign correspondent , have her letters miscarried or 
been de layed on the r oad? I have received a l ong letter 
from Miss Turk 1 and have just been engaged i n replying 
to it, expl a inlng my wishes wi th respect to your 
education. I suppo se you are very busy, with your 
severa l s t udies, and also casting a stray thought towards 
Chris [ t]mas mince pies &c . 

I suppose you will s pend the holidays 
with Jane or Agnes . I don 't know wher e else you can go , 
unless you t ake a run back to James ' Bay; r ather a l ong 
journey eh? I was dreami ng of you the other night you 
came running into t he house and with open arms t owards 
Papa, exclaimi ng "Oh ! Papa I am so sorry." More I did 
not hear. I suppo se you were sorry f or not writing 
oftener? 

Mamma sends you her l ove and best 
wishes. May God bless and preserve you My dearest Child 

[Endorsed l Answered 
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My dear Martha 

Thursday 5~h Deer 1872 
2 P. M. 

We have just come home from the opening 
service and consecration of t he New Chur ch. The 
ceremonia l wa s solemn and i mposi ng, conducted by our 
own good Bishop as sisted by Bishop Morr is of Portl and , 
a nd all t he neighbouring clergy. The Dean read the 
service and Bi shop Morris preached the sermon. He i s a 
fluent speaker, and possesses a voice of wonderful 
power, though not a strong l ooking man. The Church wa s 
crowded and a fair amount of cash was offered by the 
congregation. The organ is a grand i nst rument; its 
tones want t he mellowing of age, to render them perfectly 
agreeable. The Crease's overtook me, as I was wa lking 
over to Church they asked if I had hea rd from Martha . 
Not a word wa s my reply, the Foreign Correspondent 
promised to do great things as she wa s l eaving home, but 
alas! has failed, it is now going on 4 months since she 
left and we have only got two lett ers from her. It's 
just the same with Mary said [word ill egible] we seldom 
hear from her, but she writes every week to Martha . 
Why does she not write to us? I fancy she has f orgotten 
all about home. Anot her mail has jus t come i n , and s t ill 
no letters . Mamma is much distressed and fancies all 
sor ts of calami t i e s . Archdeacon Reece preached in the 
evening at Christ Church; his sermon gave grea t off ence 
to the Congrega t i on, as he advocated Ritualizm. The Dean 
said a few words 7 in dismissing t he Congregation, pro
testi ng against t he doctrine, which ha s no wa rrant in 
Scrioture . The Archdeacon was wrong i n broaching such 
sub jects. 

Two fresh Mails from England have come in since thi s 
letter wa s begun, and still , strange to say, wi t hout a 
s ingle line from my dearest litt le Ma r tha . You must , 
I am sure , have written scores of lettersl and what ha s 
become of t hem all? Have you been carefu i n posting 
them, and in prepaying t he postage? if not, t hey have 
been missent, or not f orwarded, as pr epayment is 
essential to letters being forwarded. Be, hereafter, 
careful in all t hese part i culars . I will not caution 
you about the addr ess, as you know t ha t well . I send 
one of our weekly Papers to give you an i dea of what is 
going on, in our bustli ng litt le world. Party s pirit 
as usua l runs high and a fearful crash of the Mini s t ry 
is expected, when t he meeti ng of Pa rliament t akes pl a ce 
next week. I tremble for poor M~Creight and co-ad j utor s . 
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They will surely go to the wall, unless they shew a 
bold front , and make a good fight . Your friends here 
are all well , and are often asking about you. Maysie 
I never see they have moved into James Lowe's house and 
t he Cur tises , into Kerrs f or mer dwelling . Miss Wyllje 
and your other f rjends , with whom you correspond , will 
give you all the newsl which they know better than I 
do . vr Fraser is sti 1 at Victoria and dines almost 
every day at James ' Bay. 

What is sister Agnes doing she never 
writes , I have rece i ved but one letter from her since 
she lef t and that was addressed to her "Parents" whi ch 
means nobody and not to me . When you write to Mamma , 
write anq speak to her , as you know how , and when you 
write to Papa- -write and s peak to him , as if he wa s 
before you ; and t hen you will writ e well , and entirely 
to my taste . 

I have had such a ni ce let t er from 
Alice , containing some beauti ful passages , on the uses 
of adversity in drawi ng us nearer to God , and on the 
comfort and solace she now deri ves from reading the 
Holy scriptures . Her words are to me sweeter than 
honey from the honey comb. Dear Mamma had a good cry 
over that l etter and the r eflection t hat we had not a 
line from Martha dear . Give my l ove to Agnes and Alice 
as well as to Ann, Jenn and Georgie . 

Georgies f r i end Tod , longs to see him 
again. You need not take the trouble of writing l ong 
studied letters , except occasionally, put down a f ew 
lines every da y , in the form of a litt le j ournal , of 
whatever comes into your mind , wi se or s i mpl e and post 
the same once a week, so that we may hear from you regu
lar ly. You may occasionally send me a composition. 

Hurrah- - t wo letters from dear Martha- 
just this moment received f rom the Post- office , t hey had 
been overlooked in the hurried delivery of l e tters 
yester day. One is addressed t o Papa. dates 14t h Octr 
and 2d Novf, the other is addressed to Mamma and is 
dated 1st October . I have no time to r eply t o them by 
this Mail , as the Steamer l eaves t omorrow morning and I 
have much to do , and am rather tired . Mamma is delighted 
your l et ter has come with heali ng effect like the Balm of 
Gilead. 

, With regard t o your a llowance for dress 
and minor[?] expenses , I wrote to Brother Dall as to 
allow you £100 pr annum which, is a large all owance , and 
more than you now ask-- so that point i s settled I want 
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an a/c of your travelling expenses on t he journey 
home, which you have not yet sent . Do not forget it , 
as I must settle wj th the Doctor & Arthur You must 
keep exact accounts of your expenses , and send them 
to me f rom time to time . You must be careful not to 
fall into careless habits- -as the pecuni ary struggle 
is the great worry of life in Engl a nd . 

Vy dearest chi ld I must now say good bye 
Mamma sends you no end of love. Jim and Amy are both 
out or they would join in t he offering. 

May God bless and preserve you 

My dearest Martha 
Your l oving Father 

"James Douglas" 

[Endorsed] Answered 
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Viet~hia, Vancouver Island 
12. Dec!' 1872 

In my letter of yesterdays date , I 
briefly acknowledged the receipt of your letter of 2d 
Novr Let me now run through its contents . Your 
Photograph we shall greatly prize , notwith[ st]anding the 
pretty face . Your impressions of New York and London, 
are very amusing and on the whole agree with my own 
recollections of the latt er, for you know I never saw 
the great American city. You were surprised to see t he 
Bk of B. N. A. in such cont ract ed quarters--but my dear 
child rents are hj gh in New York , and Banks , must , like 
individuals ? study economy , or the pinch of want is soon 
felt . I join you in your admi r at ion of Regents Street . 
Call at Osler ' s Show rooms 45 Oxford Street , the next 
time you are in town, t he magnificent Chandel iers and 
other ob j ects in chrystal [sic] glass are well worth an 
inspection , but pr ay don ' t fancy every t hi ng you see 
or a l a s for us! ! So you have been t o Madame Tusseaud's 
and made t he usual mistake , of apologizing for treading 
on an old wax l adies toes . A good laugh for Miss Eliza , 
N' est- ce uas . 

Of course you must always open your 
heart freely to me . There may be reasons good and 
sufficient for your no t going jus t now to Dunain. The 
new house i s unfinished , damp and uninhabitable and 
the old one , too small for the family. So I understand 
Mr Dallas to say. My let ters to you appear to be 
dr opping in with the utmost regularity. You see we are 
a l ways thi nking about you . I post my notes howev§r short , 
by every Mail; a good example for you , my fair little 
correspondent . I gave Amy your message . MT Fraser , 
your love--Miss Wyllie your note &e &c . How kind of 
Cousin Young t o invite you for the holidays . The Misses 
Turk appear to be most wor thy Ladies . I wrote to them 
about you, lately. Dea r good Mamma is charmed with your 
letter . i t has put her in great spir its ever since • 
Darning is the ne pl us ultra of womans accomplishments , 
and hearing of your proficiency in that art, deli ghts 
her, beyond measure. She enjoys fair aver age health , 
and is active as usual. Hurrah , another l etter f r om 
dear Martha, just ar rived by the North Pacific; why it 
never r ains but i t pours . It is t o Mamma and is dated 
9~h Novf ; a charming letter it is; full of love and 
home sympathies . The r i des and drives about home , will 
I trust with Gods blessing , all come again, in due time , 
when you will l ook back wi t h pleasure , on your pr esent 
littl e trials . Let your trust be i n God , throw all 
your troubles_upon Him, and He will guide and direct 
your s teps . ff you gave way, once in three months , to 
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a momentary imnulse, by getting into a temper , you 
a ppear t o have done all that the best of Chri stians 
can do ,--grieved sorely over your fau~t . So cheer up 
my dear chi l d t and be more guarded than ever in fight
ing the good right of faith , though our enemies be 
s tronc, the Great Capt ain of our salvati on, is ever 
pr esent to sustain and deliver his peopl e . 

I am delighted to hear of s ister Agnes ' 
welfare, and that she is so ha ppy with her sisters 
Bushby who are such dear good gi rls. Please give them 
all my love . The Island of San Juan is gone at l a s t ; 
I cannot trust myself to speak about it and will be 
silent . 

You compl ain of being three weeks 
without letters from home, what think you of our feelings , 
when we were double that time, wi thout a l ine from you 
I write to you generally once a week and never less t han 
three times a month thus keeping you posted on home affai r s. 

I am l ongi ng to know all about Lansdown 
House, its interior arrangement s; what you are learning ; 
how and where you take your daily walks. Is Worcester 
park private , and open to the young ladies only? Rave 
other p ersons a ccess to it? I s there a ga rden attached 
to the House? Pr ay answer t hese queries in your next 
letter. 

Weather mild and pleasant. Rode and drove out by turns 
the other day to "Happy Val l ey", whi ch is much improved 
since I last saw the place. Poor Edward is not doing 
much good; the work of clearing being too heavy for one 
man, alone. He is very industrious and in good spirits, 
but as you may suppose, not over comfortable. Settlers 
in a new count ry such as this is have a great task before 
them; but wi th time and industry all t hings are attainable . 

It is four months today since you left 
home; how much you have seen and learned since then!!! 
We have just heard of the terr ific gale you had in 
England on t he 9~h Deer. It appears to have done a great 
dea l of damage t o life and property; probably the accounts 
we have are exaggerated or the loss must be great . 

l4~h Deer 

10 P. M. We have just been startl ed by t wo slight shocks 
of earthquake Mamma who was upstairs, in her chamber was 
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greatly alarmed; neither James nor r , fe lt the motion, 
in the dining room, where we were sitti ng at the time 
reading. 

16~h Dec! 

I enclose cuttings !rom the "Standard" relative to the 
Earthquake. I have no time to add to my letter , as the 
North Pacific leaves soon. Mamma sends her warmest 
love indeed we al l do t he same . May God ever bless you 
my dearest child . 

[Endorsed] Answered 
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My love to dear Jane 
and all the little ones 

MY dearest, dear little Martha 

Vancouver Islan~ 
Victoria 21s Deer 1872 

My last letter of the ll~h left this a 
few days ago, and I a gain begin, with a fresh summary 
of events. This is you know the shortest day, and it 
was ushered in by a slight fall of snow, which is melt
ing fast away, the weather being mild 1 not at all like 
winter. We are surprised to bear of the violent storms 
you have had in England; here the season has been so far 
mild and pleasant ; there has been litt le r ain, hardly 
any snow and very few windy days. Mamma is now busy with 
preparations for Chr istmas--Turkies and no end of fouls 
are being slaughtered, and as for cakes, mince meat 1 
puddings &c, their number is Legion. The Doctor and Amy 
are to dine with us, Mr Fraser and Hamley; leaving 4 
reserved seats, for other guests 

Parliament met on the 17th, and the Ministry sent in 
their resignation yesterday, having been defeated on a 
motion to amend the address, by one vote . The Governor 
must now either , apoeal to the country by dissolving 
the House and calling a new election , or else he will 
form a new cabinet out of the present opposition members. 
I know you will sympathize with your friend MT MCCreight; 
so do I and sincerely wish they had made a better fight 
with the opposition instead of going to the wall at once . 

23~ Deer 

We have had a storm of wind and snow since the 21~t, it 
is now 7 P. M., raining and the snow melting fast 
Preparations for Christmas are going on , every thing we 
do reminds us of Martha--Papa and Mamma , are always 
thinking of their dea r little Martha . Every now and 
then you bear them calling out , Oh , I wonder wha t dear 
little Martha is doing; oh how I wish she were here. 

24~h 

New Ministry formed--DeCosmos Premier, Wa~kem Attorney 
General, Dr Ash Provincial Secretary, Rob~ Beavan Comf 
of Lands and Works. A bright constellation is it not . 

25t h 

Dear yts Pierce breathed her las t , thi s morning at 10 
oclock; she wa s much reduced by her l ong illness, and 
lately caught a cold, which pr oved too much for her 
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strength, and was the i mmedi ate cause of death . Her 
last moments were sweetened , by the blessed hopes of 
eternal life , tirough the merits of our dear Saviour. 
whose r od and whose staff , led her triumphantly through 
the dark valley of the shaddow (sic] of death. Oh how 
sweetly the Christian departs f rom thi s mortal scene, 
Blessed Lord grant that we also may hold fast the hope 
of eternal life, and serve Thee for ever in heaven. 
Pierce is in great aff liction. 26~h Deer We have 
today rece i ved a letter from Agnes . Please give her 
my love as well a s to Alice and al l the lit t le ones . 

We had a nice party on Christmas , the 
dinner wa s excellent , and the table well served by 
Edward who came up for the occasion from his farm at 
Happy valley 

Agnes mentions t ha t you are goi ng to 
spend Christmas at Dunain with your sister Jane. I 
am glad of that arrangement as you wi ll meet your sister 
whom you have scarcely ever seen. Mamma who is near 
me as I am writing, sends you her love , she wishes you 
to write very often, even if you write only short letters; 
as I do to you. I must now cl ose or miss the Steamer so 
my dearest child once more good bye--

Wi th the complements [ s i c ] of the 
season 

My dearest Martha your affec tionate Father 

JAMES DOOOLAS 

[Endorsed] Answer ed 
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Vancouver Island 
Victoria 14~h Janf 1873 

My dearest Child 

I have not addressed you since the 
3d Ins~ an unusually long interval of suspense . 
Yesteray arrived by one and the same mail your dear 
letters of 29~h Novr one for Mamma , and one for Papa. 
and a later date of 5~h Deer to Papa . These letters 
have been long of coming and must have met with de
tention on the route . A person travelling from Victoria , 
reaches London, as you did , in 24 days, including 
your three days s toppages ; the Mail which travels i n
cessantly, without delay, should therefore take less 
time; but the reverse is the case, as letters seldo~ 
arr ive he~in less than 30 days; unless t hey come 
direc t from New York to San Francisco , without pas sing 
by Canada when they arrive her e a week earlier. I 
have l etters here from Dallas of the 7th Deer which I 
received before yours of the 29~h Novr, but t hey came 
direct f rom New York to San Fr ancisco , without going 
through the Ca nad ian Post off ices wher e no doubt the 
de l ay, I complain of , took place . Now listen to the 
mor a l. In future address your letters for me as follows--

via New York direct to San Franco You 
will have to pay double postage that is i nstead of 6d 
you will have to pay 1/ - on each l etter; the expense 
will only be a few shilli ngs more in the course of the 
year , and you may l i mit it to my lett ers , as your other 
correspondence, may be sent by the wa y of Canada as usual . 

Now let me reply to your letters . You 
say you "wri t e to us every week"; this is just what I 
expect , but mY dear child these numerous letters, have 
not come to hand and must s till be on the way, thi s you 
may ascertain by my letters to you, acknowledging every 
letter I have received from you. 

The Bushby's have cer tainly been very 
kind to you and I love them for their attention. Please 
give them my thanks and kind r espects . Isend a few 
more po stage stamps to add to their col lection. 

' her here , 
have made 
spectable 

Alice has not yet a rrived but we 
by the next Steamer . I am gl ad to hear 
Mt Dour hty ' s acquaintance; he is a most 
man. 

expect 
you 
re-

I will deliver your messages to fri ends 
here. Captain Cator is gone to the Sandwich Islands , 
and will probabl y not return here . Carry Pinder is all 
right again. I saw vrs El liot and May, the other day , 
t hey were asking so kindly about you. May, in particular , 
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inquired in her sweet, plaintif [sic] l!~Ue voice "How 
is Martha" , and put many other questions . They send 
you their l ove . 

Ma.m.ma is delighted with your letter to 
her. She i s sure she will admire the Bonnet and Cap, 
especially as it comes from you. I am affra id [sic ] 
Agnes will find Royse some wha t of a bore . I refused 
him any thi ng to take home , as I thought hi s company was 
not desirable . How did he find out, Halkin Street , I 
gave no clue to t he address. 

and put 
stove . 

me to the 
Ang was delighted with your message , 
expense of a new brush for the parlour 

With your letter of the 5~h Deer I 
got the account of your s tudies , of which I approve and 
you will soon find the advantage of the course , both in 
writing and conversation. Is t he French language taught 
in t he thorough manner, I made you adopt , that is by 
first masteri ng the pr i nciples and the parts of speech , 
expecially the verbs , an obj ect of the fi rst impor tance 
t o every one tryi ng to master the language . 

You find London, col der in winter than 
Victoria and so i t is . The weather here is still mil d , 
with neither fro st nor snow, the lawns and country gen
erally being still green. 

Mf Fraser i s still here and has not for-
gotten you. 

Young Pinder has just called and is 
the bearer of your l ove to Carry dear . Having now 
r eplied to your letters , I will put this sheet away, to 
await the comi ng of the Nort h Pacific which wi l l be in 

· a day or two . 

JanY 16'\:h 

The weather continues to be mild and pleasant, and every 
one about James Bay, well and hearty. I met MtS Jno 
Trutch the other day , in the street , eRe as I was return
ing from town. She wa s looking rema rkabl y well , full of 
life and col our ; she of course enquired about Martha , as 
every one does whom I meet . Turner and Tunstall , have 
come out with {heir new Almanack. The frontispiece which 
I send you, is very gay,looking quite as well as any 
establ ishment in Fegents street. The place wi ll have a 
va l ue in your estimation, seeing it is my property , and 
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brings a good income. May it flourish . Ar thur i s at 
Cariboo , and well. He reports having plenty to do, and 
very comfortabl e quarters . My l ove t o Jane and Agnes . 
Kisses f or a l l a nd t he dear children from dear Mamma. 

May God bless you 
My darling child, your loving 
Father 

JAMES DOUGLAS 

Let me know what postage Stamps you want 
J . D. 

[Endorsed] Answered 

• 
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My dearest little Martha 

Vancouver I s land 
Victor ia 24~h JanY 1873 

Your short and sweet l ette r of 13th 
Deer arrived yesterday by the North Pacific , accompanied 
by the dea r little picture 7 of a sweet well remembered 
face, t ouched off in the hlghest s tyle of art . What a 
scene ensued on unfolding the pr ecious gem. Mamma was 
in ecstacies~'''kissing it as fondly as if you had been 
here yourself to r eceive her endearments , and after a 
t ime went off in a burs t of tears . Oh the depth of a 
mothers l ove , who but a mother can conceive its power 
and i ntensity. Jim was stiff as usual , but thought 
t he pi cture good . He is now deep in legal readings, and 
wishes himself , a full grown barister r evelling in the 
midst of endless briefs. He i s now the happy owner of 
a handsome boat , fi tted wi th oars and sails ; every fine 
day, almost every gleam of sunshine sees him on the water 
greatly I think to the i mpr ovement of his general health . 

Now let me see what your letter says . 
In addressing letters to you I shall , in f uture, omit 
"Wimbledon" in the address . The word is , a s you remark, 
superfluous . Jim longs for your promised t ale of adven
tures, which wi l l serve to beguile the long winter 
evenings . I am gl ad to hear so good aR report , of the 
"Foreign Correspondent's" attention to duty, my opinion of 
her being somewha t remi ss wa s f ounded entirely on the 
absence of letters, for which it a ppears, t he Post and 
not the Cor respondent is to blame. 

The Editor of the "Coloni st" would 
not be at all f [ l ]attered , by your message, and 
probably the lessoo, that t he critique is just and 
deserved . 

It is r a t her a tria l , that you should 
remai n at school during the holidays. Jane must have 
good reasons for saying so , and I shoul d like t o know t hem, 
for it a upears so unkind to leave you , 'eP six weeks , 
all alone at school. Had t his been sooner , made known , 
you might have gone eleswhere [ sic ] , to be loved and 
cheri shed as my daughter . Agnes the dear child will no t 
forget you. Give her my warmest love. You must bear 
up , my dear cr i l d under all these l ittle trials, committing 
all your cares and troubles t o the Lord who maketh all 
things work togetter f or ~Re good e' to those who l ove 
Him. It is only natur a l that you should l ove home and 
long to revisit, the scenes of childhood . We all ex
perience that feeling, when travelling abroad- -and t here 
is nothing that more enhances t he pleasure of meeting 
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again, with old friends and associates . 

Having now gone over the sub j ects in 
your letter, let me request you to do t he same with mY 
let t ers to you, chatting, as it were, a bout each subj ect 
separarately [sic] , in a conversational way. This wi ll 
furni sh you , wi th subjects for remark, and be i nteresting 
to me . I do not like when my letters are di smissed , with 
a simpl e acy~owledgement , of their recei pt , without 
further notice . I f ancy t hey are not r ead , wi t h t he 
care and att ention, I wish them to rece i ve . 

Sister Alice has just arr i ved by t he Pr j nce Alfr ed , 
herself and HEll en [sic] in perfect health . She is 
now sitting by me in the Libr ary- -and I leave her t o t ell 
her own t ale . 

You must not expect much dea r es t Matts 
f or I am very shaky at present & feel a s t hough I could 
not s~ell . It is so delightful to find one self a t home 
again with t he dear Parents--they received me so ki ndly-
! found our dar l ing Mother at t he door i n tea rs & f elt as 
tho ' I coul d forever hug & kiss her . 

I have not been able as yet to do any
t hing but eat a very hearty breakfast & wander about with 
our dea r Father- -You will be glad t o hear tha t I do not 
find him altered in the least . With our warmest l ove to 
our dear est Jane & loving Agnes--Mr Dallas & your sweet 
self from your affectionate 

SISTER ALICE 

Alice. met every where , on the j ourney 
out, with the utmost civility and kindness--and ha d on 
t he whole a pleasant voyage save one or two da ys , beyond 
Ca pe Flattery where t hey encountered stormy weat her . 
She is deli ght ed to get home again , to the shelter of the 
old roof tree, and I t rus t she will l ong enjoy its 
protection. 

In t his transitor y world scenes of 
gaiety and t he House of mourninf , all str angely mixed up 
together- -the Batchelors Ball came off a few da ys ago, 
and was a great success--except t he Champagne--t he Burns 
Anniversary Ball followed yes terday, and on the same day. 
MfS Ogilvie ended her earthly career , after a lingering 
illness- -intermitt ed by interva ls of comparative ease and 
health . 
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The weather has been wet and stormy 
for some days past- -but continues to be wonderfully 
mild--the lawns and Chur ch Hi ll being green as in spring. 

There are no letters by the Pr i nce Al
fred , from you , Jane or dear Agnes; wha t a disappointment? 
By the Bye Alice with her accustomed? careful habits of 
business left one of her t runks behlnd her, on the West 
India Mah Steamer "N[ i l le" at Aspinwall. the trunk too 
conta i ning t he bonnets and all t he little "icktas" which 
ladies love so well . The Captain ( "Rivet" ) pr omised to 
send it on, by the f ollowing boat · but I fear she will 
never set eyes upon it again, as i t i s not even addressed ; 
nor has her name upon it . 

Alice ' s arr iva l ha s put my idea s allt o 
fli ght , I am thinking of nothing else . 

Monday 27~h JanY 

The Mai l l eaves t oday, so I add a f ew lines? conti nui ng 
our history to the latest hour . Mamma who ls in excell ent 
health sends her l oves . She hopes t ha t your communion 
wi thGod is growing mo re and more i nt i mate . Open ~e-~e 
your heart free l y to us on t hat subject; for we desi re 
most ardent l y t hat you should love your blessed Saviour , 
and serve hi m with the noblest faculties of your mind and 
soul. This is t he one great ob ject of lif e , the wise 
course , and t he chief end of man. 

Give my love to dear Jane and Agnes we are always t a lking 
and t tinki ng about them; also to the Misses Bushby 
Arthur is we l l and comfortable a t Ca riboo , tell Agnes so . 
Ali ce is now writi ng to her. 

May God bless you 
My dea rest Child 

Your l oving Father 

JAMES DOUGLAS 

[ Endorsed ] Answered 
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Vancouver Is land 
Victoria 31~t Jan¥ 1873 

My dear est Ma r tra 

A change of weather has come at last ; 
the sweet south wind has ceased t o blow and the Ice 
King with all his terrors, s torm and tempest and the 
bi t ter north wind , ha s taken posses sion of the land . 
Yes terday evening the change was usher ed i n , by a fierce 
north wi nd , howling and carr eering ( sic] about the 
house , like an insane thing . The tall pine trees 
near your chamber windows wer e bent and driven to and 
fro , l ike so many feeble saplings . I f ancy we are 
now in for a s pell of biting cold weather , with wind 
and snow , and clear , sharp bright skies overhead , a s 
the weather now is . 

The Ice King has relaxed his grasp and a gain the weather 
is mild; to the great disgust of the skating cl ubs , 
who were l ooking forward to a l ong cont inuance of their 
favouri t e sport . For my own part I prefer a milder 
air , so I submit to the change with perfect good humour . 

It is announced in this days Telegrams 
from Ontario , tha t all arrangements have been comoleted 
for the constructi ~n of Canada Pacifi c P.a i lway; so tha t 
we are all i n the hi ghest spiri t s l ooking forward with 
confidence to the rise of dear Victor i a , and the r e
plenishing of her well drained coffers . What a frightful 
storm, you had in England on t he 2d Inst , here i t wa s 
bright , clea r a nd cold , but nothi ng worse in t he f orm 
of snow or tempest . 

7 FebY 

No letters from you or Agnes , by the North Pacific , 
which arrived and left again yesterday. I have ceased 
to write you by her , the rout e from Oregon to California 
by land being so uncertain, at t his time of year . I 
therefore will write only by the regular s teamer , 
going direct to San Franci sco , until the return of f i ne 
weather in spring , when letters may go as usual , by 
both r outes . 

Last night was held the Aid Concert 
in the Scotch ~burch, which wa s a great success . James 
and Alice attended , but I remained at home with Mamma . 
The accompanying number of the "Mor ning Col onist", 
which otherwise is hardly worth sending , will give you \ 
the details of the Concert. Miss Durant , was the Prima 
Don [sic] of the evening . Mamma has just looked into 
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the library, to embrace your Phot ograph, wh i ch is on 
t he Table before me , but she ha s no time she asserts, 
t o stay l onger wi t h me havi ng so much t o do. 

I met dear Carrie a nd MfS OReilly 
in t own t oday and told t hem all about Ma rtha; t hey 
were very gl a d to hear of your welfar e and of your 
liking f or Mis s Turks school . I also t ol d Carr i e t ha t 
I had enclosed her l ett er, and sent it on t o you. 

9~h Febl 

A pleasant spr i ng like day. The Prince Alfred has 
just arrived , and here I have ; how m~gy letters from 
yo¥~ let me see . First one da ted 24fthDecrt one dated 
26 . Dec~ for Mamma , and one dated 29 . Dec .--with 
school account . I shall reply to t hem seriation, in the 
order of t heir dates . ~ . 

Poor child , what a cold , dreary 
melancholy trip , you must have bad i n t ravelling to 
Dunain, quite alone . It was wrong to undertake the 
jour ney- -nea rly 800 miles , without a protector. Mt 
Dallas, should either have been more ca reful in pr o
viding for your safety or left you at school . It was 
neither provident nor kind to expose my litt le precious 
one , t o such risks . How different would it have been, 
had I been in England. I travelled over the same ground 
in 1864; but I stopped twice on the r oad , once a t York , 
and t hen at Edinburgh , doing the lions at both these 
places , so t ha t my journey wa s compa rativel y plea sant . 

ill 
I am certain they we~*& be kind to 

you a t Dunain; both Jane and the dear children are de
lighted with you. You will I suppose r eturn ~ith t he 
family to London, and not again a ttempt the j ourney alone . 

I am glad you had so ni ce a Christma s . We r ead all 
your let t ers a l oud to the family. Mamma especia lly 
was delighted , to hea r from you . Your account of Jane 
and the children was most interesti ng- -and dear litt le 
Wifey acting , so cleverly t he part of "Santa Claus" was 
particul arly nice . 

Your compliments and good wishes 
will be deliver ed i n due time . The school account is 
I suppose correct, and not at a ll unreasonably hi gh. 
You must be very careful about your personal expenses, 
studying a pr oper economy in every way. Shun extrava
gance it is the sur e r oad t o poverty, and ruin. Poor 
El la Walla ce is now a suf ferer , from her husband (Mt 
Curtis) living beyond his means . I s ee their property , 
t ha t is furni ture and Jewel*e¥y is adverti zed for sale--
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what a sad t hing for them , as well as for t hose trades
men who have lost t heir money a nd cannot get paid . 

Your letters are less carefully 
written, than I coulr wish; the style i s no t bad , tho ' 
there are many inaccuracies . the writing--is rapidly 
degenerating jnto a sprawling hand looking for all the 
world , as if the letters were trying to run away from 
each other . Excuse t hi s remark , my litt le dear , it is 
for your own good . Let me see a marked improvement in 
your next letter 

Mrs Finlaysons party came off a few 
nights ago . James and Amy were t here . Alice did no t 
go . It was a great success as Y "l.U will hea r from the 
details in Amys letter , describing the dress of every 
young Lady there present . 

Mr Fraser is still here , but intends 
leaving , t omorrow for San Francisco by the return 
Steamer. Give my love to dear , good, kind , true hearted 
Aggie. We have received her letter for Mamma , and wi l l 
r eply hereaft er . Arthur is well and is much esteemed 
at Cariboo 

My love to dea r , loving Jane-- l have 
received her nice letter , and delivered her message 
about t he Brown Bonnet , which Alice bought for you. I 
will soon write to Jane . 

Alice and James are both well, and 
Mamma particular(l]y so . They all uni t e wi t h me in 
love and best wishes to you and your sisters and to 
all the dear chi l dren. 

I saw MtS Nicholls the other day, 
she has not been very well, and was l ooking rather thin, 
but is now on the mend . My kind r espects to the Mi sses 
Turk. 

Remember me kindly to Ja ne and Anni e 
Bushby. I should so much like to see them . I hope my 
dear Martha, your heart is right with God- -your Fa t her 
and Redeemer . Love His holy name above all t~ ings 
committing you to His keeping . Your l oving Father 

[Endorsed ] Answered 
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Vancouver Island· 
Victoria 12t h FebY 1873 

MY dea r est child 

San Fra ncisco , 
The Pr i nce Alfred has just left , f or 

and I begin another sheet f or you. 

Mr Fraser was one of t he passengers, 
on boa r d , a nd went away , in perfect health after a 
sojourn of severa l months . He does not ini end maki ng 
a l ong stay at San Francisco , and will probably reach 
Engl and , about the end of March. ~e shall mi ss him 
very much , as he was a~waye almost constantly here . 

Do you know it will be six months 
tomorrow , since you and Agnes left us; a long time , 
but still not tedious, and in view of the good , you may 
derive from the visit to Europe, I do not regr et it; 
as I know you will make the most of your t i me and t he 
oppor t unit ies you now enjoy, for the i mprovement of 
your mind. I am sorry to say tha t Anni e Finl ayson, has 
been very ill , being threa tened wi t h inflamation of the 
lungs--she is still very low and t hough i mpr oving i s 
not yet considered out of danger. 

saw t he f i rst 
The Daisies are coming int o f l ower; 

t oda y. 

17!h Febf 

I am sor ry to have to i nform you of the death of Mont 
Dri ard of t he Colonial Hotel. He was car ried of f by 
an atta ck of paral ys i s . The wea ther is aga i n col der; 
having a litt l e snow with sli ght frost . 

The good worthy Dean gave us ye ster
day a most excellent discourse t aken from that passage 
in t he Book of Genesis discribing'~he fa l l of man. We 
were reading , last night , Henry's Commentary on the 1~t 
Chapter of Genesis the produc t i on of an experienced and 
profound Chr istian. It gives clearer views of the nature 
and attributes of the glorious Creator of Heaven and 
ea rth, and of his abounding love for man, than I ever 
had before . It fills the heart with comfort to know 
tha t man is the cherished object of hi s care , and that 
as the scri pture says, "His delight was wi th t he sons 
of men." That He gave man the dominion over all t he 
l ower creatures , appoi nting him as it were His vice- r oy 
on earth , t he mouth of creat i on, to s i ng t he pr a ises of 
t he mos t Hi gh God Father , Son, and Holy Ghos t , t o whom 
we are dedicated in baptism. My dear chi ld love t hi s 
God cling to Him wi th a ll your heart , and let your 
whoie life a nd your nobl est fa culties be devoted t o 
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His service , and t hen you will be ha ppy here and 
hereafter. 

24~h Febl 

Still no lett ers , from you. The last received was 
dated 25~h Dec! Two months ago , what a t i me to be 
without any tidings . Agnes wrote on the l§t Jan1 

2. 

and was then well . Annie Finlayson is nearly well , and 
able to leave her room. The Legislative Assembly was 
prorogued the other day , and people begin to breathe 
freely again. Several very been [sic] good laws have 
been enacted duri ng the session , and the off icial staff 
has been reduced , to an extent , that wi l l eff ect a con
siderable reductj on in the public expendi t ure . On the 
whole there i s no reason to complain of the legislation 
of this year l ess so , I fancy , than if MCCreight had 
been in power. Yesterday afternoon I took a solitary 
walk by the beach and home round by Point Ogden. I 
met Cissy Wallace , going home from Sunday school , and 
had a chat with her, the School continues to be well 
attended by both pupi ls and teachers . 

From J«S Wallace whom I met , a lit t le afterwards, I 
learnt t ha t they had received a long letter from you , 
'' such a nice i nteresting letter" said t he good ol d 
lady, evidently plea sed with the comnliment . By the 
bye Mr Siffken, has bought t he house and l ot , i n 
Fairfield , eR-WH~eft occupied by MrS Cur t is , when we 
ca lled , upon her after her marri[a]ge . The poor thi ngs 
are now sold out of house and home , even her watch and 
cha in (never paid for) were sold . Siffken pa i d 1500 
dollars for the house and 1! acres of land. He is now 
a landed proprietor , and is i mprovi ng his home . 

24~h Febl 

My house in Yates Street , occupied by Tye and Col, 
commonly known as Omeni ca Hall --was sold today, for 
eleven thousand dollars to Mr Pritchard . The price is 
very fair , in fact mor e than I exp~ted for it . I hope 
t his is only the beginning of the good times coming . 
Bute Inlet appears to be the favourite line , with the 
Ra i l way Engi neers , in wh i ch case Esquimalt will be the 
terminus . Alice r ejoices at the prospect , as her l anded 
es tate lies in that quarter. 

25t h FebY 

I send you this mornings "Daily Sta ndard " it contains 
an account of the St Andrews Concert , a t which Amy 
pla yed a solo on the Piano . In another column you will 
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find a letter from the " Ottawa Free Press" , do read it , 
and see how it treats me , t hey wish to make of me 
who am as you know a quiet old gent leman enough , a sort 
of Dare devil , fearing noth i ng. True I seized t he 
Indian, a noted murderer , as ~Rere stated , and secured 
him after a desperate struggle , but I did not shoot 
him with my own hands; he was afterwards executed for 
his crimes . -rt wa s a desperate adventure , which 
nothing but a high sense of duty could have induced me 
to undertake . 

The Prince Alfred has just come,in, 
with our l ong looked for Mails . I have your dear letters 
dated from 3d Janl 7th and 9t h Janl and a second letter 
dated 15th Janl with an amusing postscript from dear Jane . 

Now for a brief review of the 1~t of t hese 

I think with you , that there can be no 
question of irregularities and mismanagement , in our 
pos tal arrangements , a subject on which I wrote you 
before . Every body is complaining about the detention 
of letters . I have no wish my dear child , to submit 
your home letters , to Miss Tur k or to any other person 
for correction. Why the t hing would be monstrous . Did 
I r eally tell you so? or is it only James' nonsense , 
which has caused you so much unnecessary pain. It was 
to say , the least , s tupid of Jem to write you such 
nonsense. I qui t e envy your visit to the Carigen Rock, 
the chi l dren were , I presume delighted with the ramble , 
and then the beauti ful f erns , and their use in decorating 
the Drawing r oom, must have been deli ghtful . I can 
easily conceive the feel i ng of res ponsibility, which 
pressed upon you, when Jane & Alick were on their visit 
to Duncraig and you were left alone i n the castle, Your 
descript ion of your sensations of bei ng so situated is 
very good • 

I followed wifey and you, on your 
boatless excursion to Inverness to see the Dentist , 
with so much i nterest that I never saw the blots on t he 
outer leaf , until you called my attention to t hem, and 
gladly I excuse t hem. 

I hope you liked Miss MCDona l d . The 
enclosed let te r for Amy, was sent over to her at once . 
Alice has been nearly five weeks here , and is so 
amiable Helen i s quite well , running about inces santly. 
Your complements to friends will be delivered , as soon 
as I can see them. This closes the review of first 
l etter 
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26 Feb. /73 

Now for the second letter . 
Alice act i ng ae amanuensis , as my eyes are tired & 
the day is dark with showers of snow whi ch have just 
come on. The Foreign Correspondent appears to be in 
a reckless mood, caused I ~ fear by Papa ' s long silence 
of more t han a week, the thing is truly very shocking, 
but I can assure you, that dear Papa wa s not to blame 
the post off ice must bear the sin, esoecially good old 
Mr Dewe, who must be soundly lectured for his negl ect . 

Sorry you can ' t give me the last 
quotations from the Times. 

Few people escape the feeli ng you 
describe . It is nothing new to feel an almost 
irrepressible disinclination to write so that you can
not altogether put the blame on Col : Inglis' dinner. 

It is very curious'that the extreme likeness between 
you & Jane never struck me before , it wi ll pr obably 
grow with increasing years--there is of course a s trong 
f amily likeness between all my chil dren, without thei r 
being exac t counterparts of each ot her--I feel an 
interest in Sir Patrick Grant from your descri~tion of 
his manner. Sister Jane & you appea r to be leading a 
merry life & I hope Jane is no t becoming vain of her 
beauty & you my little darling mus t not be sett ing 
your heart upon the mere gew- gaws of life : remember 
you are to be my lea rned daughter , the veritable Blue
s tocking of the f amily , & at the same time endowed with 
a meek & gentle s pirit . 

I shall be satisfied with nothing less . 
There remains now only dear Jane ' s postcript to noti ce , 
& that I sha l l do i n writ j ng to her. The chi t - chat of 
t he place I shall leave f or Alice & Amy a s t hey know 
more of it than I do . 

This being Ash Wednesday we went to 
Church in the morning; the Dean read the Service whi ch 
you know is rather long but there wa s no sermon ae e~ 
at which I was r ather pleased , as the fires had not been 
lighted , & t he Church was wretchedly cold--there wa s a 
very small congregation; the Lieut: Governor was a lone 
in his oew or I should have delivered your compliment s 
to dear Carrie . All your friends her e are quite well 
& desire t heir kind remembrance.--Your l ast photograph 
& Agnes ' are nicely ffamed & are kept on the Librar1 
table for the convenience of friend s & visitors . Mr 
Lowenberg wa s remarking t he other day after looking 
at your picture that he hoped Miss Douglas woul d not f or 
get her promi se t o send hi m one. 
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Mamma is very well & has a cry now & t hen about her 
dear Martha . She i s afra id people won 't t ake good 
ca re of her , tha t she won't keep herself warm, i n 
shor t t ha t the cold c lima te of Engl and wi ll be t he 
des t ruction of her heal th: --then t her e i s t he r i sk 
of t r avelling by r ail, of bei ng upset j n boats & of 
f ounderi ng at sea, i n ships & being bur ied deep, deep , 
deep under t he dark green waves; all t hese t hings 
cause her endless disquiet --she sends you no end of 
love & ki sses a s we l l a s t o dear Jane & Agnes i n whi ch 
s i ster Alice & I do most l ovingly join. 

Please off er my kind respects to Miss 
Turk~ & t o the dea r Mi sses Bushby when you see t hem.-
Now my darl i ng child once more Adieu: that God may, 
in Hi s mercy, keep & preserve you is t he fervent prayer 
of your loving Fa t her 

JAMES DOUG LAS 

P.S . I have received such a 
ni ce letter from MT Dalla s 
about you, he says you deserve 
all the pr a ise I gave you ; t hat you are a 
favourit e wi t h everyone 

J . D. 

-----------------------------------------------------
[Endorsed: ] Answered 
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Vancouver Island 
Victoria ?~h March 1873 

My dear est Martha 

Maving no let ters of you r s to ack
nowledge , I must find somet r ing else to fill my sheet . 
The Mails are again in arreari some diff er ence having 
arrisen [ sic ] between the Mai contractors in Pugets 
Sound , and the owners of the North Paci f ic which has 
unfortunately led to the detenti on of our letters about 
Olympia or Port Townsend . The Prince Alfred i s 
therefore , now our only dependence for letters . 
Annoying is i t not? Had these gentlemen a s many dear 
little daugh t ers , in England a s I have , I fancy t he 
Mails would have quicker despatch . 

I am laying out a fresh bed of Straw
berri es, and find it difficult to get good plants I 
am also going largely into into [ sic] Raspber ry culture , 
whi ch has the reputation of being a most wholesome 
fruit , especially recommended in cases of Gout; so I 
shall make it a rule to make a very free use of t hem. 
The Crocus beds are beginning to show f lowers; with 
f avour able weather they will soon be in a blaze of 
beauty. 6~h March Miss Wyllie wa s enquiring very 
affectionately about you the other day , and hopes you 
will not forget your old f r iend . "Oh no", she added , 
I know Martha will (sic] , the dear child , wi ll not 
for get me . 

6~h March 

The mi ssing Mails , are just in. What a number of 
let~ers . Let hme see the da tes . hAll {fiom Dunain still , 

i~pen~:nr~~~ ·anga~!rw~~m: ~~~t~;tt!~ · 22aa~!niit~at a 
treat to rea d t hem . No compl aints now of your l ong 
silence . The Foreign Cor respondent is clearly up to 
the work. My dea r chi l d I never doubted your affection 
Le t no i mpr essi on of that sort distr ess you. I should 
like t o go to England certainly, if health permits , but 
you knowi there are many claims upon me here 1 and one 
cannot a way(s ] speculat e on the futur e . Thls is 
moreover l ikely to be a stirring season , as ground i s 
to be br oken with the Central Paci fic Ra ilway, in July 
next , both her e and at the eastern terminus , and I 
must watch the ef fect on proper ty a s I have much to 
dispose of so I f a ncy it wi l l be some months , before 
I can leave home . Besides you have much yet to do , 
befor e l eaving England . Agnes says t he Misses Bushby 
intend visiting t he continent t his season , and i nvites 
you to join t he party. You will never have a better 
opportunity of seeing the world , under kinder or better 
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protection, so take advantage of it and go wi th your 
sis ter and t he Misses Bushby 

I will infor m Agnes of my wishes 
and also ~~ Dallas- -and shall also provide the 
necessary funds . Let tha t point be considered as 
settled. 

It is said the Dean has lost caste 
f or hi s r eproof to Reece, but t he congregation support 
him , and applaud his course . I fancy Mrs Hills , has a 
leaning towards High Church. The views from the top of 
Craigen Rock, must be charming, seated too among the 
heather- - the first you had seen it makes me think of 
old bye gone times--when Geor ge the fourth , wa s young . 

Won 't it be nice to have 11Cendie 11 

clipped and s inged . Jem will re sign the office of 
head groom in your favour . His Boat is all the rage 
now · horses are t hings of the past . I promise you 
endiess r i des , when you get home again , so live in hope . 

Your health is t hank God wonderfully 
good . Mamma is sati sfied , but has still a lurking 
suspicion of a hard time coming and of accidents in 
crossing the channel . So ends my remarks on your 
letter of the 12~h the first i n course. 

Now for one of the 18~hJan1 I rejoice 
that you so ca refully advise my letters by the dates 
as you get them. I like your punctuality. My letter 
of 16 Deer was 32 days , on the road. You were only 24 
days in getting to London, includ ing stoppages--why 
then should a letter take 32 days . There is sad mis
management somewhere . I will send this, by Wells, 
Fargos Express , and pray let me know the time it t akes 
to reach you. Thanks fo r the answers to my questions ; 
I know more now about your doings , and affairs at 
Lansdown House and am satisfied. I fancy ~s Williams 
died of old age . Dining with utter strangers i s I 
admit 1 not pleasant ; you will i n time get acquainted 
with the people and enjoy society. I have seen Miss 
Wyllie , she is delighted with your message . Captain 
Cator is not here , but is expected soon. We prize the 
Photograph it is a capital picture . Uane and you 
appea r as if , looking us full in the face with a life 
like , tender expression, more eloquent than words . 
Dear lit t le Jane I always think of her as my petted 
chjld , and never as a staid ma tron , ruljng over a great 
house . 
Here closes letter No 2. now for NO 3 dated 19~h Janf 
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Behold it is an a ccount , of your 
travelling exuenses , whi ch I sha ll lay aside f or the 
pr esent , a s the mail leaves , without giving much 
time for writing . I have j us t hea rd f r om the Youngs 
t hey a re by t his t ime in Jamaica; doing well I hope . 
Your record is of snow and cold weather ; we a r e more 
f or t unate in the weather , which i s and ha s been mi l d . 
You cannot come home with the M~Dona lds t hey a re 
pr obabl y out i n Canada now, and even had they come out 
a s you suppose , next November , it woul d not be pleasant 
f or you to commence a long jour ney at t hat inclement 
s eason. The t r i p to t he continent , with t he Bushby ' s 
will occupy you for a great part of the summer , and then 
you mus t back t o school aga in you know , to ma ke the 
most of t i me ; I shall eit her go or send f or you, when 
t he wor k of educa tion i s finished . How I wi sh i t wa s 
over , for I l ong to see you ; but I sacrifice my own 
f eelings f or your good . My conso l a t i on i s t ha t God is 
with you and t ha t He will be a s a wa l l of f ire around 
you . Seek Him with all your heart , and remember t he 
good lessons you received a t home . I must change t he 
subj ect or I shall break down. 

The course of s tudy you describe i s 
just what I wi sh. I thought your readings would please , 
the next best t hi ng is to improve your s t yl e , a nd to 
wr ite correctl y . Arithmet ic mus t not be neglect ed , no 
art i s m~re necessary or useful i n the da i ly affa i r s 
of lif e . Make it a r egular s t udy. Jane speaks of 
your good ul aying , and ami abl e deuortmePt . Thi s i s a ll 
very gra t i f yi ng . How does French get on , I hope your 
teacher adopts my pr inci ples of grounding you t hor
oughly i n the language . Neither dear Mamma nor I ever 
tir e of your letters , we wish they were l onger , and 
mor e communicati ve . Now fo r your l etter to Mamma 
da t ed 229 Jan1 Janes l etter came sa!ely to hand. it 
wa s a great pl ea sure to hea r f rom her: dear Jane ' s 
desk ha s many sins to answer for , it has of t en been the 
cause of delay , to her letters for home . As Alick 
ki ndly goes with you to London, we fee l relieved f r om 
anxiety about your re tur n to school . You will have 
both your sisters in London aft er Eas ter ; so you wil l 
not need t he wishi ng car pet , t hough home may be as 
dea r to you as ever. Mamma has a f ancy, f or t he 
wishi ng carpet , i f such a t hing could be had , at 
Turners , you might see he r some fine mo r ni ng , set t l ing 
down quietly at Lansdown House , t hen wha t would become 
of James ' Bay. 

lOt h March 

The f r ogs muster ed t he ot her night in great force , 
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and for the first time , this yea r , made the wilkin 
r i ng with their merry lays. A change has t oday come 
over the scene , lovely , but undesi red snow, is f alling 
thick and fast , coveri ng with f leecy mant le , the dea r 
lit t le flowers , whi ch had paid us an early visit . I t 
is not cold however and no harm will come of the snow . 
The Prince Alfred has just arrived and ''Willing" our 
new servant has pone over for letter s!· should ther e 
be any at the Post Of~ice from you , wi ll acknowledge 
t hem at once . 

Your letter of 1~t FebY has just come . 
Gl ad to hear of your welfare and safe ret urn from the 
North , all alone as before . It is dreadful , in such 
weather, without an hours rest . It wa s t r uly kind of 
yr Bushby to meet you at the station , and I t hank hj m 
most s i ncerely. 

How neatly your letter i s wri t ten , 
with no bl ots and no omissions , th i s is as lett ers 
should be . Pray alwa ys write so . I was pr esent at MfS 
Pearse' funeral, which wa s l a rgely a t tended . I wish 
you had entered more into detail , on t he subj ect of 
your journey, t o Dunain and back. Who were your fellow 
travellers , where you stopped for meals , your own 
reflections , and any little incident that amused you 
on t he road . Speak more of yourself , and of your 
doings , such topics never tire t hose who l ove you a s we 
do . You must have made the most of your time duri ng 
t he holj days to wi n applause from Miss Turk . 

I think I a lready t old you, about 
getting Edward up from "Happy Va lley" , and will not 
repeat the t a l e here. 

Our new servant "Willing" , is a s neat 
as Edward , and particular about t he polish of the door 
ha ndles . The Stoves do not fare so well at hjs hands . 
Mamma laughed heartily , at your asking her t o keeo 
some mi nce meat for you . 

The new Mini stry , are not so bad 
after all; t hey have made a bol d attempt to be f ruga l , 
and have past some really good measures . yr Fraser 
l eft some weeks ago . Hamley is well : often a sks 
about you . Miss Carr ie and Miss Wylly don ' t forget 
you--nor indeed any of your friends here . 

Alice is quite well , and Helen i s 
the most restless c}ild I ever saw, equa l l y so , but not 
as noisy as he r Brot her Harry. She is i n robust health , 
now , and not at all de l icate . There is not hi ng more in 
your letter requiring no t ice . 
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Give my l ove and Mammas to dear 
Agnes , the chi l dren and the dear Misses Bushby . 

'· 
You will find the trip to the Con

tinent ver~ enjoyable , useful and instructive You 
will ask M. Dallas , for the money, you want for the 
t rip and tell him I wi sh you to go . I wrote to hj m 
l ately on other subjects , and may not have time to 
write again by this mai l . 

11!h March 

On second thoughts , seeing that Mf Dalla s may be in 
Scotland , when you leave for the continent , with the 
Mi sses Bushby, I now herewith enclose a Check of £50 , 
on Smith Payne and Smiths, payable to your or de r whi ch 
wi l l meet expenses , until you hea r from Mr Dalla s . 
My warmest love to dear Jane and Agnes and t he little 
ones and also the dear Misses Bushby- - Mammas l ove 
Ma y God bless you--Your l oving Father 

[Endorsed ] Answered 
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My deare st Child 

Vancouver 1 sland 
Victoria 17 March 1873 

I am always thinking about you , 
but of late my thoughts have been , more than ever , 
occupied wi th your dear image . These l ong journeys 
alone , wi thout a fr j end to advise or help you , such as 
going to Dunain and back again cause much anxiety and 
must not be repeated . You must either trave l in com
pany wi t h a trusty fr iend or remain at school . I 
ca nnot bear the thought of your travelling so much 
alone , and have too much regard for your happiness , to 
expose you to any unnecessary risks . Moreover Miss 
Turk who i s r esponsible for your safety , would have 
just reason to compl ain. So dear child let it be a 
rule wi th you to go no where, wit hout good and suff icient 
protection. In the proposed continental , you will be 
with your sister and the Misses Bushby and a s safe as 
with your parents so go wi t h them wherever they may 
wish to take you always of course payi ng your own 
expenses . Comjng the other day from Government House 
I overtook a young Lady, as I supposed a Miss Kj ng; she 
at once asked about Martha is she well? When is she 
coming back? &c &c Oh not for some time yet ; you know 
she i s at school and must finish first . "Oh" , re
joined my f a ir little friend- - 11Miss Douglas has not much 
11 t o l earn" . You see wha t an idea people here have of 
your acquirements , The young lady was not Miss King , 
it was Emmeline the pretty girl who boards with yrs 
Nicholls . She sends you her love . 

Yesterday the little birds gave us 
their first morning chant It wa s sweet to hea r their 
welcome , to returni ng spring . 

18~h March 

Busy with the garden , have a capital neat handed man, 
who has dxe:; sed the borders, and flower plots , with 
great taste . The crocus beds look charmi ng. I will 
pick a few vio~ts t o send with this letter as a memento 
of home . Have had the f i eld a bove Miss Wyllie's turned 
over and nicely tilled , for a crop of oats . 

My agent ha s made another sale . This 
time it is Gambit ' s stor e on Yates Street for which I 
get 5000 dollars; a fair price I think , for t he 
pr emises . Helen i s gone to a birth day party at t he 
Deans today--We met yrs Cridge , yes terday at the toy 
shon (Jones') and had the intelligence from her. I 
sent a birth day gift and also a litt le oresent for 
Rhoda . 
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Amy will be 18 tomorr ow and ha s been 
making a har vest of gifts today- -in anti ci nati on of 
the happy occasion. You see I co~e in f or a share of 
a l l the good t h j ngs . I am wri ting by la~p l i gh t , and 
ca n har dly see to wri t e strai ght . 

20~h March 

The spring has fairly set in, and the wea t he r is 
glorious . The Dean called yesterday· we had a l ong 
chat about church matters ; the good Bi shop is I f a ncy, 
inclined to high church views , WPile the worthy Dean, 
objects to every departure from old church rules , or 
tha t savours of ritualism. The congretation fsic] I 
need not add goes with him, in opposing innovations 
which are neither useful nor edifying. The Dean admi red 
your Phot ograoh , remarking the face was so pretty. He 
begs to be remembered to you. Alice had , yesterday, a 
morr ings fish i ng with James , outside the harbour i n a 
boat . They captured three of t he fjnny inhabitants of 
the deep, when some monster , made a r ush a nd carried 
off poor Alices hook, so ending the days sport . The 
Mail servi ce between t hi s and Olympia is through some 
mismanagement 7 among the cont ractors suspended f or t he 
present . We t herefore depend enti re l y upon the 0 rince 
Alfred , for letters , unfor tunate is it not. 

24~h March 

Your letter to Mamma of 8~h Febf has come safely to 
hand , wi t h a note enclosed for Mi ss Wyll ey , whj ch I 
delivered to her; after severa l corr ections which I 
took the liberty of maki ng . Tiri te ca reful l y , and leave 
no mistakes uncorrected , or oeoole wi ll amuse t hemselves 
at your expense . Better t o write less and t o leave no 
blunders in orthography or omiss i , ns- -to be cavill ed at . 
We also received another photogra oh of you and Ja ne and 
va lue it as much as the first copy. We are grateful to 
Miss Turk 7 for her great kindness to you. We shall 
try to get some silver ornaments to send you. Coker 
must look ver y fier ce in his moustache , just as a naval 
offi cer should be . Mamma hopes the day will come , when 
she may again press you to her heart and rejoice over 
you as in days past 

evening 24~h March 

Your two letters of 15~h Febf to Papa and Mamma , have 
just arrived and we are so delighted to hear of your 
welfa re; they had the effect of cheer ing Mamma , who 
has been rather unwell for a day or two past . 
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Each letter tha t comes , tells me 
something about your doings , so that I ha ve now a 
pretty good idea , of the course of study you are 
pursui ng . 

My dear Child I dont wish to find 
f ault; but you know , I must not fai l to discharge my 
duty to you however disagreeable to me . Besides I 
take an especial inter est , as my favourit e pupi l , in 
your progress . I must therefore observe t ha t your 
letter to me , is written in a most slovenly manner . 
Mamma ' s is neat enough. Always wr ite as neatly and as 
carefully as you can, and dont attempt too much in the 
way of writing . Better as I have , before said to write 
le ss and t o do it well. Avoid slovenly habits , they are 
when once formed , difficult to get rid of. I have 
said enough as a wor d to the wjse . 

this letter as 
"Crocus " which 

I wi l l send a few wild flowe r s , by 
you have requested , say the Native 
you will know at sight 

Leather is rather a t ough subj ect 
to write upon, genius i s said to have the property of 
adorning whatsoever it t ouches , I hope you were success
ful in proving your cl a im to t alent . 

Tawn has not yet put in an a opearance . 
Ang is a capital servant , better than Taun [sic ] 

Pray don't cr oss your letters ,--for 
it i s oainful t o read; fill as many sheets a s you please 
but pray do not cross wr ite them. Alice is very careful 
about Mamma , but my dear the Bonnet you sent for Mamma 
by Aljce , wa s in the Trunk she left behind in the "Nile" 
at Aspjnwall and she ha s never seen it since; nor can 
any t races of it be f ound . Perha os the Tr unk may have 
been taken back to England , and may be found when the 
"Nile" gets the r e . Alice had careles sly enough , neglected 
to put her add r es s upon it . I think I have now run 
over t he contents of your dear letters . Arthur arrived 
a few days ago from Cariboo l ooking hearty and well . 
He is now at James ' Bay. Carrie Pender is quite well 
again. Lizzie Munroe is also well . I saw her the 
other day; but had not t hen r eceived your message f or 
her . 

My own health is good , t hank God , and 
I \talk about without the slight est pain i n t he foot . 
I hope you will enjoy and profit by the visit to the 
continent . Keep me well advised of your movements . You 
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will be on , what i s to me , famil i ar ground . My love 
to dear Agpie and cr ildren, and t he dear Misses 
Bushby. I have just been writing to dear Ja ne . May 
God bless you my deares t chil d 

Your l oving FatPer 

Mamma ' s l ove 
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My dearest Martha 

Vancouver I s land 
Victor i a 28~h March 1873 

My le t ter ending 24~h Inst l eft 
thi s by the "Prince Al f r ed" and I now begin a fre sh 
sheet , which will I suppose f i nd you somewhere , on t he 
continent , gathering honey, like t he busy bee f r om ever y 
ope ni ng flower . The dea r Misses Bushby are experi enced 
t ourr ists [ sic) and can give you i nfor mati on on every 
subject , so tha t you may combine i nstruction with 
amusement . I am sure Agnes wi ll be delighted with t he 
novel s cenes , you wi ll dai ly encount er . I wish I coul d 
be one of t he par ty. It wi ll be so diff erent to t he 
sol itary and lonel y tour I made on t he continent . This 
day eight years I r eached Munich , amids t pelt i ng snow 
and bi t terly cold winds; mos t i nclement weather for 
t he season, nor di d we get r id of the snow unt il I 
cros sed t he Rhine a t Stra sbourgh ( s i c ] t hr e e or f our 
days l ater . The weat~er i s wet and disagreeable t oday ; 
but not at a l l cold. The count r y i s green , and the hi l l 
sides show a few early f l ower s , in war m shel ter ed spots . 

The circums tances attending the l oss 
of the "Gee s . Wr ight" and t he pr ecise s pot wbere t he 
wreck occur red , are sti l l buried in obscur i ty. The 
few drifti ng r emains of ship and cargo , which have been 
picked up al one tell t he melancholy t~le l eavi ng no 
doubt of t he t ot a l l oss of ship and cr ew. The Barque 
"Al matea" lumber l aden f rom Burrard I nlet t owards 
Vi c toria was by a s tupid mis take of the ~ilot on board , 
run ashore in t he ni ght a l ittle north of Plumper Pass , 
and became a tota l wreck . The ~ilot i t a~~ears mis took 
another opening i n t he l and for ~lumper 0 ass , and so t he 
accident occurred . No l ives wer e l ost . 

31~t March 

The weather is s t ill wet and s tormy We are thus paying 
f or a winter of remar kable cha racter f or mildness and 
t he absence of s t or my weather . Ma r ch i s however , 
making up for l ost time to use the ol d saying it came 
in l ike a lamb and i s going out like a Li on. 

I have quite a l i t t le f ami l y gallery 
of Portraits about me on the tabl e a s I am wr i ting 
There is t he last ~hotograph of dear Ja ne & you--enca sed , 
aft er a new fa shi on, in a mas s ive cry( s]ta l pl ate , Agnes , 
with her que enly gait , a ppears i n t he same f or m,--while 
your l i t t l e fa ce;--a gem in its wa y,--peers out , f r om 
a nea t l y gi l ded lea t her ca se , l ooking a t me , as 
natur ally , a s a picture can do . Thus t hough absent , 
my daughters are ever about me. 
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3~ Anr i l 

I have jus t recei ved your l etter dated 22d Feb¥ and have 
this moment finished r eading i t over to Mamma who i s 
delighted , a s we all a r e to hear of your welfare . Your 
account of t he r i de t o Surbat on, and t he cour tesy of t he 
r ustic aud i ence is amusing , more so t o us , perhaps 
than , it wa s to you. 

The wea t her has been s tormy for some 
days pas t , but is now passably f air. Your flower 
beds are wel l at t ended . The y0ung Cherry t ree i n 
t he Kitchen Ga rden , called Mar t has Cherry Tr ee , will 
bea r thi s year T- shal l I send you all or only a par t of 
t he Cherries . I shall deliver your messages t o Mf 5 

Ni chol l s--she wi l l be gl ad t o hea r all about her 
daughter . Your f riends her e a r e a l l well and have no t 
forgo t Ma r tha . I am now wr iti ng in haste t o save the 
Post , which leaves early tomor row morning, & to advise 
your l etter just received . I will soon write aga i n. 

My deares t Child 
Your l oving Father 

JAJcS DOUG LAS 

]Endorsed[ Answer edbut not l ong 
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My dearest Martha 

Vancouver Island 
Victoria 8~h April 1873 

MY last letter was dated 39 April , 
and forwarded by the Puget Sound Steamer , the present 
letter I purpose sendi ng by the direct Steamer f or San 
Franco I trust they will arrive safely and keep you 
informed of our doin~ s . The weather has not been 
pr opitious of late for out of door exercise , tha t is 
to say for driving though pleasant enough for riding 
or walking . Alice nevertheless drove out with me the 
other day, to the Uplands , not by the old road , but 
sweeping around the base of the hill , among the wide 
s preading oaks , and green slopes --open to the sun- -
and sheltered from the stormy blast . The sweet spring 
f lowers were just opening into bloom, and we picked a 
few lillies to send you, when dry. We f ound it rather 
cold , a s we faced the western breeze , coming home . We 
however enjoyed the drive , and wi sh most s i ncerely wish 
you had been t here , br eathing your native air again. 

having a 
hea lth. 

Alice is not very well at present , 
slight cold and headache , baby is in excellent 

James is now deba ting on his future 
course of life ; he fears that his health will give 
way , under the severe s tudy and close confinement , 
requisite to qualify him for a profession, and he i s 
not strong enough for out door work. He therefore 
thinks of engaging in trade and he is now drawing up a 
letter of application to me on the sub ject . I shall 
allow him to follow the bent of his own inclinati~n , 
and engage in any reputable calling t hat plea ses him; 
as , for young peoole , the worst thing possible , is a 
s ta te of idleness . 

Arthur ha s gone ba ck to New 
Westminster , in the capacity of County Court Judge . 
The Governor would not hear of his staying here any 
longer but he will come down to James ' Bay for a litt le 
change , as often as he can get away from his sta tion. 

10 April 
Mf Nicholls called this evening with 

some strawberry plants which his kind Mother t sent over. 
I delivered your message for MfS Nicholls and s~nt her 
a basket of choice fruit . Nicholls is a very good 
young man and has t he promise of geeeavaluable situation 
as head operator at t he Telegra oh office Olympia ; a 
fine oositi~n for a youth , at his age . The Prince 
Alfred has just made her ap~earance and t he letters , 
will soon be here , if there are any from you . I am 
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l aying out a bed of strawberry plants , they will not 
bear fruit till 1874 . when we expect you to come home . 

When do you leave England for the 
pr oposed continental t our. In travelli ng with your 
sister and the Misses Bushby- - you will be in safe 
keeping- - but r emember dear Martha , that I distinctly 
object to your travelling alone , as you did to and 
from Scotland , without escort or pr otection. It wa s 
cruel t o let you travel in that way. To all s imilar 
applica tions , let your re"'lY be , that "Pa pa objects to 
"my travelling a l one" . Fancy a poor child like you , 
rumbling about , quite al one , f r om one end of the 
kingdom to the other 11 April The "Alfred" ha s 
brought no letters from you , but we t r ust you are quite 
well . I have received a le t ter f r om MI Young , announc
ing their saf e a rri val at Jamaica , in good health . 

Mamma has a s light cold and Alice i s 
a lso complaining , otherwi se we are all weil . 

A concert is to take place on the 
17~h a t t he Theatre , for the benefit of Chr ist Church 
buildi ng fund. I hope it will be a success , and wipe 
off a little more of the Church debt ; now r educed to 
a very sma l l sum. Mamma •s aff ecti0nate solicitude 
about you, never ceases , it is a s warm as ever--she 
sends you her l ove and best wishes 

Alice unites wi th me in love and bes t 
wi shes to you, dea r Jane and Agnes--

Adieu for the pr esent 

My dea r Martha 
Your l oving Fa t her 

JAMES DOUGLAS 

[Endorsed] Answer ed but not long 
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Victoria 
16th April 1873 

My dearest Child 

Your dear letters of the 1oth 
March & another dated 1? March arr i ved r ere yester
day by the "North Pacific", to our great satisfa ction 
& delight . Mamma wa s as usual with her when your 
let t ers are l ong of coming get ting uneasy & giving 
way to all kinds of direful misgivings from which 
your letter s agreeably relieved her. 

I see you have had your own trials 
as to weather ; rain & snow storms make up the winter 
story. Cold r ains & wind have pr evailed her e in the 
early part of the month · but a change has come at 
l a st Spr ing having fairiy set i n with fine warm days . 

It was certainly painful for you to 
be so long as three weeks without get ting letters from 
home ; My letters appear then to have come to you in 
crowds; as the old saying is "a feast after a famine" 

The mails are certainly most i r regular. 

I have delivered some & will , in 
due time per form the same good office wlth res nect to 
the remainder of your messages . The mystery wlich 
puzzled you about Fell & Finlayson i s easily explained . 
They fa i led in business , & made a composition with 
t he i r creditors , who got a few pence in the pound . 
Both men are again, separately , in business as if 
nothing had hao ~ened . Stra nge is it not? 

Your l e tter has made me very anxious 
about dear Alicks hea l th . I s i ncerely ho pe & pray he 
may soon recover . Janes tender nurs i ng will do him a 
world of good . 

17~h April . We had a very pleasant 
party at Lunch the day bef ore yester day. The Crea ses 
MfS Doctor Jones MfS Elliot Mt MacLeod a fri end of 
Alicks from San Francisco &c &c . The table was 
beautifully laid with huge bouquets of sweet spr i ng 
flower s on the silver Epergne . Alice being the cunning 
architect . The party went off nicely "It so reminded 
them of 2.,lg times" . The Pea r & Cherry t rees near 
Mammas chamber window have come into bloom last night , 
the f i rst of the season. 

Your l e t ter of the 1? March is 
faultless , the writing neat , the language good . Pray 
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always write so- -it i s so pleasant to see careful 
attention & i mprovement in every line . Whatever you 
do , do welli strive after perfection. Your l etters 
may be brier but they will be al l the more valued by 
your friends who may amuse themselves by criticising 

2. 

a slovenly production. I shall read , "Much ado about 
nothing" , since you wish it . Ml' Br anders reading of the 
ulay , will give you an idea , of the beauty and effect 
of our great dramatic writer . 

I suppose we shall be very gay on 
your bir thday and Amy. The programme has not yet 
been arranged , but i t will no doubt be very nice . 

The aid of your Piano tuner , would 
be acceptable here. You see how the most afflicted 
may be usefttl. I am gl a d to hear , that God is precious 
to your soul . Let your heart never turn a side from Him, 
who will be your stay and delight for ever . We always 
remember you, in our prayers. M!s Curtis has los t her 
baby , a fine littl e boy. She is in great affliction. 

I shall endeavour to procure some 
Hawaiian postage stamps , t hough I hardly know where to 
get them. 

18th April 

I encl ose a cutting from the "Daily Standard" describing 
the Christ Church Concert . It came off t hat night . 

21 April 

The North Pa cific , being expected today. I am pre
pa ring to send thi s l etter by that c nveyance , as the 
Prince Alfred will not be here , for a week to come . 
The first Cranes of the season appeared on t he 19t h. 
It was so pleasant to hear the well known sounds , approach
ing our shores , f r om thei r sout hern re treats . 

The "Scout" has just returned from 
the Sandwich Island s . Captain Cator called at James ' 
Bay and is looking very well . He wi ll leave fo r 
V~ lparaiso , in about a week , hence 7 and from thence 
probably be ordered home . At least t r i s is what he 
hopes and wishes . 

The "North Pacific" brought Agf ies 
letter of 16!h March , bu t , no lett er from you. She 
heard f r om you the day before , so we pr esume you wer e 
well . Alick she says was much better , whj ch piece of 
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news relieves me f r om much anxiety. I must now con
clude as the Mail closes tonight and leaves early 
tomorrow morning. Mamma sends her l ove- -accept the same 
My dearest l~rtha from your 

[Endorsed] Answered 
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l oving Father 

JAMES DOUG LAS 



My dear Mart ha 

Vancouver 
Victoria 

Is:J,.and 
26~h April 1873 

No English Mai l came today by the 
Prince Alfred , so we have none of your letter s , to 
advise or reply to . Between two stools as the saying 
is , you fall t o the ground , which is exactly our 
nresent position, with r es pect , to the foreign mails . 
Sometimes they come by the direct Steamer- -and sometimes 
by the overland r oute , which is slow , wi thout the r e
deeming quality of being sur e . I have just been 
wri ' inr to Agnes; the little news ageing you wi l l get 
f rom her , as I pr esume , you will be on your travels 
t ogether , when thi s reache s you. I have been out for 
a long drive toda y, with Punch , as f r esh and frisky , 
as a l amb. The country ~ all agl ow with masses of but ter
cups and other wild flowers . The children have rare 
times among the flowers- - and cease pickir g , only when 
their capacity t o destroy, and carr y off is entirel y 
exhausted . 

Capta i n Cator wi l l leave with the 
"Scout" for Valpa raiso tomorrow or Monday. His stay 
has been short , t Pis time , and he does not exoect to 
ret urn here , a s he will probably be or dered home f rom 
Va l paraiso . 

"Sic t r ansit gloria mundi 11
, Cater 

leapsfrom the Command~Rg of f l eet at Victoria , to a 
subordinate s tation atVal paraiso and we lo se a pleasant 
acquai ntance , just a s we were begi nning to know his 
va l ue . The se shor t l ived f riendships are not worth the 
trouble of s triving for . 

The t own l i mits have been ext ended 
half a mile beyond t he for mer boundaries including 
nearly the whole of Fa irfield. I have named the new 
streets running through my proper ty as follows . 

A monument you 

Jane Str eet 
Alice Street 
Ma r tha Str eet 
Bushby St r eet 

s ee in honour of 

af t er Jane 
11 Alice 
II Baby 
11 Agnes & Arthur 

my dear littl e daughters . 

Your flower beds have been dr essed 
with the gr eatest car e . The Vio l ets and orchi[d]s are 
blooming nicel y . We shall have a great show of Tulips 
t his year , and the f rui t trees are full of blossom 
pr omising abundance of f ruit of all kinds . 

I fancy you will miss the che r [r]i es , 
as well a s your l itt l e friend s who shared in your feasts . 
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Mamma i s quite well and sends no 
end of kisses and love t o her l ittl e daughter , we are 
always thinking a bout , you, and making all sorts of 
plans for your return. Alice a nd James are both well . 
MT Wyllie i s very proud of your letter to him . Pr ay 
don ' t be carrying on a flirtation , with the old 
gentleman. In writing to fr i ends here , t ouch upon all 
sorts of nice topic s . You will have plenty to tell 
them about t he Lions of the Continent . Be careful 
never to t a lk about marrying or giving in ma r riage . A 
travelled Lady is never in want of nice t hings to t alk 
about , i nteresting topics crop up at every turn. 

Now my dear l i t t le child I mus t close 
my letter , by wishi ng you every happiness , it may 
please God to bestow , wi th wisdom and grace , to guide 
you, in the paths of life . 

Again adieu 

[Endorsed] Answered 
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My dea r est Mart ha 
Your l oving Father 

J AMES Df"lUGL!\S 



My dearest Martha 

Vancouver Island 
Victoria 1 ~ay 1873 
Thursday 5 P . ~ . 

Your dea r letter dated 28~h and 29~h 
March arrived this afternoon per "North Pacific" . 
Such a relief it is to be in communication again wi th 
those we l ove , after the late tedious interrupti on, 
due It is re~orted to a snow bl ockade , on some part of 
the Union Pacific line . The "Prince Alfred " came and 
went aga in twice , without bringing a sipgle English 
l et t er . Imagine our relief in getting let t ers today, 
and all bearing the best of news . My son Alick writes 
in good spir i ts , that he is convalescent , and pur poses 
soon to leave London for Dunain to recrui t there , a nd 
to bring Jane and the ct ildren up to Town , for a shor t 
time . I ha ve also a letter from Admiral Prevost , 
mentioning the final set t lement of the North West 
boundary. It i s I dare say not the Admiral ' s f ault; but 
there js no disguising the fac t , that we have l ost 
every point for which we contended . 

So you were plea sed , with the 
description of Papa , in the Newspa per he sent you. I 
fancied the writer had said too much. 

The piece Amy played at the Concert , 
was some very lively thing , which I •hj nk is her best , 
a s it is he r f avourit e style . Yes by the bye it wa s 
the Mazeppa Golop she pl ayed on that occasion 1 and she 
was much appl auded . Mr Fr aser left San Franclsco on 
the 16~h April , di rect for England intending t o r emain 
some t i me in the country to recrui t , after t he f atigue 
of the voyage . He did not expect to he in t own before 
June . I fancy he wi ll gi ve you a call , being one of his 
especia l favouri t es . Alice has been very nice s jnce 
she has been here , and I hope through God ' s blessing, 
and home influences , ma y continue so; notwithstanding 
the depr essing events of her unhappy married life . How 
ca refully young people should eschew mystery and secrecy 
in t he all important step in life , doing nothing tha t 
may compromise their future happiness , without the ful l 
knowledge and consent of their Parents . I should indeed 
be delighted to see you again my dear chi ld 1 as I feel 
your absence very much, yet I am satisfied t hat a l onger 
stay in England will be gr eatly to your advantage , so 
I will extend your leave of absence , in or der that you 
may reap every po ssible benefit from your journey home . 
I will either go f or you myself or make arrangement s 
for your return t o Victoria wi th Arthur and your sister 
Agnes . 
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The Concert a t St James ' Hall must 
have been a great treat , wor th going a hundred miles 
t o hear. The only disagreeable t hing about these 
meetings is the crush , to reach them; to me it would be 
intol erable , though probably you did not mind it . Amy 
would have been delighted , had she been with you. She 
is now qui te hersel f again , having enjoyed t he trip to 
' uget Sound . I deliver ed your note t o Dolly; her eyes 
sparkled with delight , a s she took and rushed off to 
read it . I sha l l deliver your message to MT Lowenberg. 

Mamma is happy to hea r , so f avourabl e 
an account of your health and hopes you will continue 
to 'b e careful. The simi l e of the "Tropica l Plant in 
Kew Gar dens" is good. 

We cer tainly feel obliged to Miss 
Turk for her careful a t tent ion to your health . You 
cer t ainly gi ve a very amusing discription of t he 
"Tabl eaux" . What a merry set of lit t le t t>ings you must 
be. How rapidly you impr ovised the stage and made all 
other pr eparations; t here was no end both of genius and 
resource . You mus~ have been fatigued with your 
exerti ~ ns , and glad of your success . 

I can ' t make out how the delay of 
Carrie ' s letter occurred; t he blame I fancy , rests with 
other s , than Mr Dewe , it i s however evident tha t some 
one deserves a lecture . 

Your l ove and messages , will be de
l i vered i n due time . 

Pr ay don ' t f i nd fault with your looks , 
your face when l ighted up wath kindly and holy feelings , 
will be always engagi ng . 2. May Having now replied to 
your letter , I wi ll turn to othe r sub jects. Jus t as I 
am writing , strange to say, a dark mass of cl ouds has 
over s pread the heavens , f ollowed by a hail storm which 
fortunately was of short dura tion, as the massive clouds 
rolled swiftl y away t o the south east . I hope no 
damage has been done to t he early fruit ; or cherries 
and plums wi l l be scarce t his year . I wish you coul d 
see the garden now, there ar e flowers on every side; 
it looks enchanting . 

I have sent some men down to ~osebank 
to begin a clearing of thr ee acres . The "Aletheca" a 
ship lately di sabled in a stor m will discha r ge he r 
cargo , consisting of Lumber , on the beach near the 
House , and the ships company wi ll , with my permission , 
occupy the House , whi l e detained t here . 
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The beginning of l i vely times a t Rosebank. 

The enclosed cutting f r om one of our 
Dai l y Papers , descr ibing a most i nteres ting Reli gious 
revi val among the Indians , i s a proof t ha t t he Savi ours 
l ove i s pr e sent here , and t ha t a ll nations wi l l yet be 
added to the Church of God . I t ruly r e joi ce t ha t the 
t r ue Li ght shineth in the da rk places of the ea rth . 

Your letter was exa ct l y a month 
comi ng here : an i mprovement thi s--on the Canada route . 

In a for mer letter I to l d you tha t 
Genera l Canby , had been shot by t he Moduc I ndians , 
during a peaceful int erview, held f or the pu r pose of 
r estoring amicable rela t i ons with them. I now send 
you a newsna per cutting containi ng a full account of 
t ha t detestable pi ece of savage t rea cher y. The Mo ducs 
ab0ut 60 or 70 men in all , are sti ll making a de sperate 
r esist ance , and hol di ng out with the energy of despai r 
agai nst t he Uni t ed States t r oops a bout 1000 in number . 
The Koducs have the advant age of a strong country and 
almost i mpr egnable f astnesses- -or t hey woul d soon be 
r oot ed out . 

Sat urda y 3d May 

Drove t o Rosebank t oday, with Alice Amy and the litt le 
ones --t o se e t he men who are clear j ng . They have cut 
down and cleared the t r ees off near ly an acre . What 
an improvement it makes in the place . The l and i s 
spl endid , having wha t appears to be a rich and f er tile 
soil . I wa s so pl ea sed wi th t he work , tha t I gave out 
a fur t her cont r act f or clear ing . 

We all enjoyed t he dri ve so much , and 
a s we sauntered t hr ough the l ovely for es t glades our 
thought s reverted t o t he past , t o ~ur a bsent dea r one , 
whose memory wa s associa ted , wi t h the many fami l i ar 
objects , we us ed t oget her to admi r e , i n our ma ny 
plea sant ride s . Oh t he happy past ••• I must not , 
however , give way to such r efl ections , a s they make me 
sad . 

5~h May 
3 P. M. 

The "Nor th Pacific" i s comi ng in , she may have a Mai l 
on board if there are letters from you, I will reply to 
t hem her eafter . This letter I mus t cl ose a t once to 
save t he TM.il. VIe a r e a ll in good hea l th , Mamma i s 
s i t t i ng i n the Library by me , as I am writing ; she has 
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4 . 

ten thousand th·ngs t o say, which a l l resol ve themsel ves 
into the words , "I l ove you dearly" . She l ooked superb 
this morning and was going out for a drive with Alice 
when Punch , shied at something and gave her a great 
fripht , so Punch is not likely to have the honour of 
driving Mamma again. My dear chi ld I must now close 
my l etter with fervent praye r s f or your welfare and 
ha n~iness Your loving Father 

[Endorsed] Answered 
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Victoria 
6 A~"~* May 1873 

My dearest Martha 

The "Nort h Pacific" was coming in as 
I closed my letter of yesterday & as I then supoosed , 
we received by her your letter of 5th April to Mamma 
exact l y one month from date which proves the advantage 
of sending your letters via New Yo rk direct to San 
Francisco . There i s no doubt great delay in t he Canada 
Post Offices . 

I shall now run thr~ugh the contents 
of your l etter on behalf of dear Mamma Jims promi ses 
are evidently not to be r elied upon. The l eaf you 
encl osed is highly p~ized & Mamma wi ll keep it as a 
souvenir of her dear Martha unt il you return . You are 
never absent from her thoughts . She has jus t been re
marking that ever y minute of the day she i s thinking 
about you; but we must notindulge such reflections 
a s t hey only make you sad & unhinge the mind . Mamma 
wishes you to take advantage of the opportunities of 
improvement you now enjoy & she ho"'es you will be a 
perfect little prodigy when you come home . The pr esent 
time you know can never return & what i s not acquired 
now will not be learnt herearter . You may be certain 
we will not leave you longer in England tha n the time 
requisate [sic] to finish your trainj ng & education. 
I have no objection to your telling t he ol d stories 
about "Hyass" but oray do not tell the world that they 
are Mammas . Your meeting with sis t er Agnes & Mary , must 
have been very pl easant as it a~pea~s a lso to have been 
to the friend who took so great a fancy to sister Agnes . 
We are delighted to hear of the welfare of Jane & family 
& no less so that Mr Dal l as had recovered from the 
serious i l lness whi ch attacked him in London It appears 
that he wa s conrined to his chamber for upwards of three 
weeks . I ho pe you went to see him duri ng his illness-
an act of kindness wh i ch your own feeling heart would 
na tur ally prompt . 

Capt . Ella ' s rema ins were never found . I f ancy his 
child recovered . 

You have acted wisely in consulting 
sister Jane a bout your Spri ng t hings her advice is i n 
a ll cases valuable t o you . We shall deliver your message 
to Amy about her card . Pray send a copy of your com
position on the plea sures of the f our seasons . I am sure 
it will be very good as I know you will try to do your 
best . The Doctors hyacinths were cer tainly beautiful & 
in greater abundance t han usual.--Annie Finlayson is 
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qui t e we l l again--we called eR the ot her day & t hey 
were al l making affectionate enquiries about you .-
The Al mond i s certainly a very beaut i f ul t r ee when in 
blossom--even more so I t h i nk than the Peach Tree , 
which , however excels , i n one respect , t hat the l eaf 
& bl os som come out t ogether . --"fe were very gl a d t o hear 
th~ t you we~e going t o t ake t he Sacr awent ; t hat Holy 
r ite whi ch our Bl e ssed Saviour invites a ll h i s disci ples 
t o attend & where he is nr esent i n a pecul i a r manner. 
My dea r chi ld a l l Chr i s tians have the i r tria ls in t his 
world , but t he followers of Jesus mus t hold f a st their 
f aith & cling t o Hi m who is their r efuge & r ock of 
defence & who is a present help i n t ime of t r ouble .--

OUr mi nds of t en wander, even in t he solemn moment s of 
prayer & our carna l hearts are ever ready t o t urn 
aside from God . We have all reason to use t he prayer 
" Lead us not i nto tempt ation" & we also r ejoi ce in ~lie 
God ' s pr omise t hat Hi s Strength is suffi ci ent for us 
& tha t He car es for, & l oves us dea rly & will not suffer 
us t o be t empted beyond our strength. You f ind tha t God 
answer s your prayers , a s he does to a ll who praye t o Him 
in sincerity & tru t h. Therefore i n a ll your t r oubles & 
perplexi ties ask Hi m to give you wisdom & Grace t o think 
of Him, to speak of Him & to wo r shi p Hi m a right & r est 
a s sured your prayers will be answered.--You do r i ght t o 
t hink of home , we alwa ys remember you at the Throne of 
Grace . wrenever you f eel l onely bet ake yourself t o 
pra yer--The l ove of God i s t he onl y s entiment t ha t fi lls 
& wholly delights t he heart . Worldl y enjoyments soon 
l ose t heir power to pl ease--but t he love of God deli ght s 
the hea rt f orever . 

Wr i te always with trust and confidence , 
as you have now done , a nd I wi il assi st you with council 
and advice . Conceal not hj ng from your Pa rents , a s young 
people ar e often pr ompted , be mer e ba shf ul ness , to do-
and t her eby br i ng evi l upon t hemselves . 

Ang is still at t he post of duty, and 
is a most useful man, but we have neither Tod nor 
Joseph havi ng given them a years holiday. Keave is 
groom , a nd the garden work i s do ne by ot her men . Tawn 
is s t ill wi t h his fri ends in China . Why has Agnes 
abandoned t he i dea of visiting the Continent; w~y the 
cost of travelli ng there is not greater t han t he cost 
of l iving i n England . I regret the change of pl a n on 
your account . It i s quite deli ghtful to hear , you have 
been so amiablei cont i nue my dea r chi ld to speak gent ly 
and t o dea l kindly with every one; such i s t he wi ll of 
our bl essed Lord , and it wi l l pr omote your own happiness . 
The most interesting news for us , i s wha t you t ell us 
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about yourself , therefore you can never be at ~ l oss 
fo r topics to fi ll your letters . We pity the poor 
l ittle Good boys . We wrote to them lately, and sent 
them some pocket money. 

3. 

Mamma goes out very seldom; she went the ot he r day t o 
call on MfS Work , who has not been well l ately, but i s 
now recoverjng . MTS Work i s much alarmed about MrS 
Jones health , and has s ent her youngest daughter with 
Mr Jones and wife to San Francisco for change of air . 
MfS Jones being threatened wi th an attack of consump
tion. 

Kisses from Mamma to her dearest cbild Martha 0 0 0 0 

Mamma was holding t r e pen while I traced these l i nes , 
as she could not see to write herself , having left her 
s pecta cles up stairs . My dear lit t le child we are 
always , thinking and s peaking of you, and hope when you 
return, we will not soon be parted again . 

Having now replied to the queries in 
your l ett er , ( --and here I may as well add that the 
confidentia l parts of your letter respecting your own 
feelings and wishes , I allow no one to see but Mamma , 
so you may pour out your heart to us without restraint , 
or fear of remark) --let me go on to other things . 
Rail r oad affa irs now occupy the public mind . Ground 
is to be broken on the 1~t July next when the terminus 
wi ll be fixed . Every one is ho ping t ha t Esquimalt will 
be t he point , wh~ you know we have & l arge interests; 
and I am selfish enough to wish the station t o be on my 
ground. Carrie Pender and May Elliot are quite well , 
but I see little of them now. 10 May The Pri nce Alfred 
is i n , but has no English mail; therefor e not a line 
from you. Give my love to dear Jane and Agnes , and 
kiss all the little ones for me . Also the same for Mamma . 

12~h May 

Watching the eclipse of the Moon l a st night , Mamma t ook 
the greatest interest , in the s pec t acle , most carefully 
noting every movement of the Pl anet . Arthur now here 
on a vis i t , wa s also , of the na rty. I am sorry my 
dearest chi ld , that I cannot prolong the cha t , as the 
Steamer leaves today , and I must post my letters at 
once , in order to save the Mail . My dear est chi l d we 
are always t hinking about you , and ho pe to see you im
proved in every respec t , when you return to us . May 
our dear Lord bless and direct you in a l l your ways . Seek 
and serve Him with all your heart , then will my joy be 
full My dear child Your l oving Father 
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• 
My dear Martha 

Vancouver Isla nd 
Victoria 12~h May ' 73 

Having posted my letter of t r i s day, 
by the Prince Alf red , I strol led over from t he Post 
Of f ice to M! S Grahame ' s . She has recei ved sati sfactor y 
account s from MfS Jones . The voyage ha s been of 
servi ce , her a ppetite havi ng impr oved , and being on 
the whole stronger and in better spirits . Mi s s Work 
compl ains of t he noise and bustle of the "Emoi "C'e Ci t y"; 
the gentlemen a r e wholly devoted to business , and t he 
l adies to dress and amusement Her f irst i~pressi0ns 
were not agr eeable. 

The North Pacific is just i n ; I have 
your precious letter of 12th April--exactly one month 
from date , so much gain by posting direct to San Fran
cisco , and e schewing Canada altogether , its circumlo
cution offi ces and delays . I wa s already mounted for 
a country ride when Ang , rushed i n wjth your and ot her 
lett er s , a fter perusal with Mamma , I lef t for my r i de . 
At t he "White Horse" Hotel t encountered t he good Dean 
and MfS Cridge , goi ng out ror a drive ; I gave t hem your 
l ove and told them all a cout you . "Martha t hinks of 
home , a nd takes a deep interest in Church matters" . 
right says t he good Dean I am very glad indeed to hear 
she does so . Oh but I re joined Mar tha has strong feel
i ngs on t he subject , and has a f a ncy for polemics ; she 
hopes the congregation will suf fer no frui tless 
innova t i nns i n the service , tha t t he good Dean disap
proves . Her l anguage on the subj ect is moreover rather 
strong , for one so young. The worthy man , then drove 
on i n gr ea t de l i ght , while I pur sued my ride , in another 
direct jon . I have been busy get t ing t he f enc es and other 
t hings put t o r ights at Metchosin, a troul lesome and 
costly pr onerty, which I wish to get r id off [ sicl and 
will sell whenever a cha nce offers . By investing the 
money pr oceeds we will get a certain income , whereas 
the l and at present yiel ds nothing , not enough indeed 
to pay the r oad t ax. 

M! S Berkley (Jessie Na gle) is no more , 
she died yesterda y after a tedious illness . She wa s an 
est jmable person. 

Now let me turn to your let te r of 12 
A~ril . You apnea r to have been fo rtunate i n your 
comoany , in going to and coming back from Dunai n , the 
journey wa s too much for you to make a lone on the chances 
of such fav~urable i ncidents . I am gl ad t he C~eck of £50 
arrived safely ; you need not ca sh i t you know , t ill 
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wanted , and Miss Turk might keep it safely for you. 
So you like my letter s , I am glad of t hat . In writing , 
never use exnletives, or unnecessary words , they cloud 
the sense ana are t i resome to r ead . Remember Addisons 
remark , in addr es sing a friend , "excuse t his letteri 
"for I ffi ve not time to make it shorter" . What wou d 
MfS Hills say to your letter? I shall certainly not 
show it to her . I fancy you will have to spend 
another Chris tmas in England, in order to finish your 
education; the second year will advance you more than 
the fi rst . In f a ct you will become wiser every day. 
I delivered Amys l ett er , shall remember you to Mf 
Hamley but think I had bette r not convey your 
strictures on public measures to He r Majesty ' s Govern
ment . 

The Cowslip and Wall flower are 
beautiful , and much prized . 

Mamma is pr essing some flowers for 
vou . Her e cl oses your letter 

Mamma sends her love and hopes to hear 
from you often . 

14~h May 

It is nine months today since you left home how l ong 
the time appear~~~ will send t Pi s tomorrow by the 
North Pacific . /. stea~er in; no letters from you. ~ay 
God bless you my dearest Chi l d Your loving Father 

[Endorsed] Answered 
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My dearest liartha 

Victoaia Va ncouver Island 
23 . May 1873 

·.ve had the pleasure of your letter 
to Mamma dated 17~h April , on the 18~h May . You 
appear to be getting through the Easter holjdays very 
pleasantly a s well as usefully. You must have enjoyed 
t he excursion to Richmond , for the country js lovely 
at t~is season of the year , and the historical associa
tions full of the profoundest i nterest . Your get up , 
Mamma thinks , was nea t and appropriate . You~ saunter
ings in the 0 ark , the glorious t rees , the herds of 
deer are well described. The views f rom the t errace 
are such as only England can show . I sat for an hour 
admiring t hem, from the windows of the dining room in 
the "Star and Garter11 , and could have s pent a month 
there. Then the visit to the "Crysta l Pala ce" , what a 
lucky chi l d you are , was delightful . I followed you , 
i n s pirit up the three flight s of stairs through the 
l ong corrldor , s aw the gardens , the bloomlng roses , the 
cent r a l Courts with their l ovely plants and f lowers , 
reminding one of tronica l ma gnificence . The Egyptian 
Hall and Alhambra are highly attra ctive . The Rosetta 
stone , in the former , wi t h its three inscriptions - -
one in Hieroglyphics- -one in Damotic- -one in Greek led 
to the decyphering , t hose antient [sic] forms of 
writing, and i s the basis of Champollions system. The 
Assyrian and Egyptian Chambers represent the domes tic 
l ife of these nations ,--their houses , their k i tchens 
their sleepjng apartments , their baths , thei r business 
offices &c &c 

Your discription of these objects 
has awakened bye gone memories , and given as much 
pleasure as if I had been wandering amnng them , in your 
company . Make t he most of t hese innocent enjoyments , 
fo r now is your happy time of life . How sorry you must 
have been, at miss i ng Fl ora MCDonal d , you would have , 
both enjoyed a long chat , about Vancouuer . You are not 
the only young lady , who has paid a heavy penalty of 
suffe r ing by wearing tight boots , be careful in future . 

24~h 

I drove out to Rosebank yesterday afternoon ; it was so 
warm, as to be uncomfortable . The woods are charming ; 
fragrant with the perfume of numberless trees and pl ants , 
and l ustrous i n vernal beauty. Wondrous are the works 
of God ; who can show for t h his glorious acts? I greatly 
missed your sweet coLpanionship , on the way, but 
nevertheless was not unhappy, for the God whom I serve 
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was with me- -and leaves me not comf ortless. 

Alice and James are gone to spend 
a week with Arthur at New Westmipst er . The 
Rhododendrons , are out in full f l ower . There is a 
great srow of frui t ; the gooseberries , are large and in 
da ily use . The R0yal sa lute ha s just been fired at 
Esquimalt , and I must hurry off to the Regatta , near 
the Gorge . Mamma will not go , and stays at home. 

5 P. M. 

There was a crowd at the Go r ge-- Victor ia turned out with 
heart and good will to celebrate the day. Ices and 
Soda water , per haps something stronger t han soda water 
were i n great demand. The booths were driving [sic] a 
flourishj ng trade , as busy as nimble hands could be . 
The races were good , the boats well matched , and every 
foo t of the course contested . More of thi s from the 
newspaper , which will accompany the present letter. 

27~h May 

The ~rince Alfred brought no letters; a l ong l etter 
from Agnes 18~h Ap. came later in the day by the North 
Pacific . How much more quickly your letter of 17 Apri l 
came through. We are all quite well . Mamma unites 
with me in l ove and kisses to you and Agnes . Ma y God 
bless you my dear est chi l d . Your l oving Fa ther 
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My dearest Martha 

Victoria Vancouver Island 
30~h May 1873 

Your neatly penned letter dated 25~h 
and 28~h April , arrived here yesterday pr North 
Pacific. There is a great improvement both in 
diction and penmanship , in your present letter . Your 
ideas flow so r apidly , t hat you apoear to have no 
difficulty in filling up the sheet , ; it scarcely costs 
you an effort now , tho ' once , upon a time , a serious 
undertaking. Thi s is satisfactory to me , and profitable 
to you : continued study and application do wonders for 
young people , therefore persevere my dear chi ld 1 in the , 
earnest pursuit of wisdom & knowledge and you will 
become a ll tha t I wish you to be . I hope soon t o hear 
of your bei ng on the cont l Mnt. I hope the Mi sses Bush by 
will extend their tour to Paris and the Rhine , wrj ch 
will not be much more exuensive , and add greatly t o 
your enjoyment . The good Dean will be delighted with 
your remarks . Our worthy Bishop , is now doi ng duty a s 
Parish Priest at New Westminster , and winning golden 
opinions , with all classes; being a most estimable man. 

MT Langley was the ourchaser of Gambits s tore . Amy 
received your gift . Carrie Pinder also got a souvenir . 
My health i s than~ God very good and the foot givestno 
troubl e . Arthur makes every allowance for tre F~ C s 
numerous avocations , and readily acqui ts he r of neglect . 

Pray send me nr Br owns Pamphlet . "The 
Races of Mankind" It must be interest i ng , and may be 
forwar ded through the Eook Post , leaving bot h ends open , 
at a cost of a few oence . Df Brown is corr ect in his • statements about the wreck of the Japanese Junk at Cape 
Flattery in the year 1834. The story ab~ut the bees 
wax thrown up by the sea is rathe r different . That 
di saster is supposed to have occurred years before t he 
settlement of the country, and the natives report that 
the ship wrecked people were white men of some 
Christian nation. It was near Umpqua River , the wreck 
took place. It is too long a story fo r a short l etter 
so I leave it for the present. The brides bouquet i s 
really a pretty ornament , and is to be keot safely t ill 
your return. 

Your descri ption of the hedge rows- -with the sweet May 
and Hawthorn mingling their flowers , wi th the fresh 
glossy green leaves ; the harebells , cowslips and blue 
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bel ls , is al together a cha r ming picture of an Engl ish 
spring. The children were I suppo se delighted with 
the sixpence , cher[iJsrh]ing it , senti ment apart , as 
more orecious even than the pre~ty Cowslips . 

I love t hi s , and your previ0us letter 
because they sneak of your own dear self , your dai l y 
thought s , feelings , and pursui t s . Your messages to 
friends will in due time be delivered . 

39 June 

No letter s from you. We have had refreshing rai n 
lately. The spring f l owers are all gone , a few tulips 
except ed , the ros es are coming out and will soon be in 
full bloom . '!le went out yes ter day with a party, to 
celebrate James ' 22d bir thday. Mamma was in great 
spirits . Mf S Harvey and f amily from Por t l and ar e here 
to recru) t . My ol d f riend or Barclay, died lately at 
Oregon City . The encl osed clinping, r el ate s his 
history. Truly the world is becoming a de ser t . 
Mamma , Alice and Miss Wyl lie unite in love and best 
wi shes . My love to Jane and Agnes . Bless you my 
de~ ~est Child Your af fect i onate Father 

[Endor sed] Answered 
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Victoria V. I . 9~h June 1873 

M:Y de:nest Martha . 

Yesterday was the anniversary of 
your 19~h birthday and also a grea t church fest i val 1 
Trinity Sunday. We did no ~ fa i l to r emember you , a t 
t he f amily altar as well as in our soci~ l i nt ercourse . 
'He committ ed you i n our pra yers t o the c·"re of th'3. t 
God , who watched over you in the nerils of chi ldhood 
and entreated Him to be your guide and guardian i n the 
journey of maturer life ; to give you a ll t he blessings 
He may see fit ; a nd t o make you a good and f a ithful 
servant in Gods vineyard . 

You were the sub ject of conversa tion 
at dinner , amid many good wishes , of the friends who 
l ove you dearly. Mamma had a good cry over your 
photograph, but soon mastered her feelings , and in
dulged i n cheerful anticipations of a happy meeting , 
with her de~ r child , improved witb a ll the advantages 
of educ.q tinn and fo r eign tr"lvel. The weather is now 
very warm , and the country improved by the l a te soaking 
ra'~ns . 

Car rie Pi nder was enquiring about you 
yesterday. I to l d her you wer e well , and l onged to 
hea r from her. The Creases of t en hea r from Mary and 
we have a l ong chat a bout you every time we meet . The 
Munroe ' s , Mi ss Wyllie and others are consta nt in their 
enquir i es . In fact it i s r ather serious t o meet them, 
in busy times , for there i s no end of thei r questions. 

I have just returned from a mornj ng 
r i de· tbere will be good crops of gra in and a great 
abunJance of hay t hi s vear , a subject of joy and re
joici ng to t he fa rmers , addi ng to tbe i r wealth and 
pr os "'eri ty. 

M!S Jones ha s re turned in improved 
health from San Franci sco , her s is t er Ifi ss Work was 
overcome by the noise and bustle of the place , but on 
t he who l e derived much enjoyment from the t rip . How 
did you l i ke Lo ndon on your first arrival , you have got 
accus t omed by t hi s time ; perhaps pa rtial to excitement , 
and may find yourhome here , too quiet , when you come 
back nex t year . Cecil Wallace called t hi s after noon; 
but seeing no one , Mamma and Al i ce being both out , 
was ab0ut l eaving , when I caugh t a glimpse of her from 
the garden, whe r e I was enjoying the fresh ai r . ~e 
had a chat about you· she had just rece i ved your 
letter , and was so giad to hear from you. She wa s 
l ooking rather poorly , but assur ed me she was qui te 
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well , a s well a s El la , her mother and aunt . She left , 
with a bouque t of fresh bl own roses , promising to 
c~ll another day. 

ll~h June 

The Pri nce Alfred brought no English Mail , so I have 
none of your letter s to reply to . I hea rd the other 
day from Agnes , then at Dover where she was exuec t ing 
you to join her about the 20t h May , i ntend i ng to leave 
shortly for the Conti nent . You will have a good view 
of France and I hope of Germa ny to complete your first 
years s tay in England . Haupy time s for you my dear est 
chi l d. I shall l eave you another year in England , and 
then with Gods blessing , either go or s end for you , or 
you may have a chance of coming home with your sister 
Agnes , who will be returning about t ha t time . I neve r 
meant that you should be away for l ess than two year s . 
It will take that time to ge t rid of the cobwebs of 
col onial training and give you a uroper finish. It i s 
very trying for me but I would cheer fully make any 
sacrifice to promote in any way, the happiness and 
welfare of my dear children. 

Mamma sends you love and kisses 
wi t hout number . Now my dearest chi ld I mus t again 
close with fond affec t i on 

Your l oving Fa ther 

J~S D')UGLAS 

Love to Ja ne , Agnes and the Misses Bushby 
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, 
My dearest Child 

Victor i a Vanco~ver ~sland 
13~h June H S7 J 

The "North Pacific" ha s come in, 
since 
you. 
grea t 

the "Pr ince Alf red" left and still no letters from 
Your dear letters , ar e somewhere de t ai ned t o my 
discomf ort . 

The wea t her has been showery since 
yesterday. You will remember in our pleasant r ides 
atnut here , taking shelter, under the grea t s pr eadi ng 
branches of t he 0 ine trees, till t he beati ng showers 
were over , and t hen canter j ng home wi th~ut getting wet . 
Such is the weather , at present; refreshj ng vegetation , 
and r e j oicing t he farmers heart , by t he pr omise , it 
gives , of heavy crops , in the autumn. I was , today , 
at Rosebank , examini ng the bounda ry lines and the 
l a tely made clearance . The men have done t he wo rk 
hones t ly and laid open to t he sun, space enough for a 
fine field . I now want a good tenant to br i ng i t i nto 
cult i vat jon; but tha t rara avis has not yet been found . 
The roads are getting dry and dusty; the Gueldie rose 
and mock orange ar e not yet i n flowerJ but i n course of 
8 or 10 days , t he woods will be in a blaze of beauty, 
with their graceful bl oom. Wild strawberri es ar e now 
hawked a bout town f or sale , and t he l a rge pulpy 
"Queens" will soon be r eady f or t able use . 

15~h June 

The air i s f ragr ant with the sweets exhaled by t he 
wild r ose now blooming in count less abundance It i s 
indeed de l i ghtful to wander about , amidst the beauty 
and wild luxuriance of nature- - so far surpassing i n 
gra ce the ut most efforts of art . I miss your company 
in my afternoon strolls . I f ind consolation in the 
reflectioni that you will improve so much in England , 
t ha t I wi l enjoy your company al l t he more . 

16~h June 

Ra ini ng , in light showers . May Elliot spent t he 
afternoon with Alj ce and went out for a drive. May i s 
much i mproved in dress and maw er , a nd i s rea lly a 
fine gir l . She s ends her l ove . 

18~h June 

Received your letter of 13~h May, wi th P. S. from Dover 
da ted 14~h May. I am glad to hear tha t you wer e on the 
point of leaving Engl and for t he Cont inent . Wiesbaden 
is a cha r mj ng place , where much of life is to be seen. 
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I presume you will t ake the r oute thr ough Bel gium t o 
Cologne and ascend t he Rhine to Mayenee , at which 
places I severally spent some plea sant da ys i n 1864. 
I ha d not t i me t o visit Frankfort or Wiesbaden. You 
wi ll now be able to t ell me al l about t hem. What a 
happy girl you are ; so many str ange s ight s as wi l l 
gr eet you , on t he Rhi ne the Cathedra l a nd 10 t housand 
virgins , of Cologne . The l a t t er I did not see , I 
wonder if you will be more f or tunate. Your l etter i s 
not s o cor r ectly wr itten a s usual for which your hurry 
and exceptiona l position fully account ~SS and excuse . 

I t wa s ki nd of Ja ne , to take you t o 
the Royal Academy. Alber t Hall appears t o have had 
more attr ac t ions for you. Did you admire Pat t i e . I 
hope you may have a chance of seei ng Paris , Versaill e s 
&c . Agnes'letters t o Mamma has [ sic l just ar r ived , dear 
Agnes ever kind and consider ate about your we l f are . 
Gi ve the dea r chi l d my l ove , al so to Aunt s Ja ne and 
Annie . We a re all well. Mamma 's l ove I wri te in has t e 
t o save the Ma i l My dear es t Chi l d 

Your l oving Fa t her 

JAMES DOUG LAS 

[Endor sed ] Answered 
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My deare st Martha 

Victgria Vancouver Isla nd 
26. June 1873 

The Mails have gone and come several 
times , without bringing any of your dea r letters , so 
we cRnnot have our usua l chit chat , about pa s s ing 
events . You are by this time no doubt , well established 
at Wiesbaden , that chief of a l l hot places , in summer 
wea t her , recruiting r api dly your invalids , by bathi ng 
in its salubrious waters . It is quite a new world for 
yo u, and will s tore your mind , with f resh idea s of men 
and things , supplying no end of matter , for remark and 
conversation. 

We are all quite well here , and none 
more so than dear Mamma who is going today, to MfS 
Finla yson ' s whose two eldest boys are on the point of 
leaving home , for school in Engla nd ; a sore tria l to 
their Mamma . A picnic was held yesterday at MCAulay ' s 
point , in honour of your birth day and Dolly ' s . The 
pa rty travelled r y water under the cha rge of Arthur 
and James . I drove out to see t hem in course of the 
day; but did not remain l ong. They had a pleasant 
time and did not get home till after 10 o ' cl ock in the 
evening · a late hour for us , but to them , the time 
a pneared too brief , a mere pa ssing moment. People are 
now a l l busy hay making--wherever one goes , t he s ( c] yt he 
and hay cart a re in motion. The crop of hay is sa id 
t o be immense , much above the avera ge cut . Captain 
Butler author of the recent work , on British America . 
11 T'rle grea t lone land 11 is now here on a vis i t , and was 
yesterda y at your picnic . He is a charmi ng writer , the 
interest never flags . He leaves tomorrow fo r San 
Fra ncisco , on hi s way home to England. I have just re
ceived Df Grants work entitled 11From ocean to ocean11

• 

It speaks in disparagement of t he Pr ovince and also of 
its Government , being led into that mistake by M¥Donalds 
Strict ures on British Columbia , a work that no one 
acquainted with the earl y history of the Colony would 
venture to quote , in support of any fact or event of t he 
past . 

I have had a new doorway made into 
your chamber , from the stair hea d , and had the former 
door communica ting with the other bed r oom stopped up, 
giving entire privacy to both rooms . The wa rdr obes are 
a l so bei ng fitted with light doors instea d of t he former 
cu( r]ta in arra ngement . A grea t improvement I t hink. 

James is s ~ ill comul a ining; his ankle gives him a good 
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dea l of troubl e . He will i n time I hope get over it . 
I have been t r ying the effect of a new appl ica tion 
for preservi ng t he rose bushes f rom the destructive 
attacks of the "Aphides" , but so far the effect has 
not been satisfactor y ; though it may ultimately do good . 
The Devoniensi s has produced wonderful roses , the most 
perfect and l a rgest , I ever saw. 

We are still using last years a pples , 
the Baldwin and Roxbury russet being yet sound . Such 
gooseberries you never saw , we are using them every 
day. The cherries are almos t r i pe ; but not abundant . 
Your tree , tha t i n the Kitchen Garden , is bearing this 
year . I must now cl ose ; Mamma sends her love to you 
and Agnes dear , to which add mine . May God bless you 
My dearest Child 

Your l oving Father 

JAME~ DOUGLAS . 

-------------------------------------------
[Endorsed] Answered 
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My dearest Martha 

Vi~toria Va ncouver Island 
7. h July 1873 

The latest English n~wspapers are 
dated )~h June Agnes ' l a st letter 25f h May , and 
Mar t ha ' s l a t es i 15~h Ma y , so you see we have been long , 
without your letters , nrobably owi ng to some accident, 
or shortcomi ng in t he po stage . Whatever may be the 
reason , we are no less the sufferers , as s t eamer goes 
and steamer comes i n with the Mails and yet no letter 
from you. The No r t h Pacif ic i s expected in t oda y--with 
hea ps of let t ers I trust from you. Agnes mentions in 
her letter t ha t you were all welli and greatl y plea sed 
with the lions of Vliesbaden. Whi e you are abroa d , see 
and note every t ring you can ; keep a r egular Journal , 
and jot down , wha t ever plea ses or interests you, as i t 
is a great assi stance , and inva l uable aid to the memory. 
If you neglect t hat precaut ion, you will forget much ; 
and at best, have but a f a i nt and confused recollection 
of the places and objects visited and even of the events 
of t he journey. 

We are all thank God , in perfect 
health . We have a gra nd luncheon on Fr iday next , a t 
James Bay, a nd I trust the present enjoyable weather 
will l a st till then. 

The place has been a ll alive with 
Pic nics , private and public , for t he last fortni ght-
The Pi oneers , the Mechanics , the Firemens , a nd l ast 
t ho not t he lea st at tractive , t ee Caledonian , where t he 
Athletic games affor ded capi t a l snort; bei ng conducted 
in the Scott ish style . 

Conny Skinner is here today wi t h her sister Mf S Bremner , 
they a r e amusing themselves , on t he lawn at Cr oquet and 
ar e maki ng sad havock with the cherr ies . Oh , wha t about 
the Canadian Pacific Ra ilroad? It has been off icia lly 
announced by an Or der in Council , t hat Esqui malt is 
f ixed , as the future Terminus , and t ha t a line of Railway 
is to be run from Esquimalt to Seymour Narrows , a l ong 
the east Coa st of Vancouver Island It is also seriously 
i ntended to open and work the Iron seams of the Province 
for the manuf acture of the r ails and other ironwork 
required for the construction of t he Rail way. Thi s is 
most j mpor t ant and cannot f ai l to produce a period of 
great pr os perity. 

7th afternoon 

I have just returned from the Post 
off ice- -there i s not a line for me. I fancy your letters , 
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are coming hy the Prince Alfred so I shant get them for 
some days to come . This delay arises from your letters 
being addr essed to San Francisco , so they are not for 
warded with the other Canadian Mails , direct ove1·land 
f r om Sacr amento . Therefor e dear Martha- -address your 
let t ers , as of old "via Canada" , and I wi ll get t hem 
sooner than by the U. States at least un1il the cl ose 
of summer or beginning of winter . 

What a disapuointment to us al l that 
we have not heard from you. No news i s sa id to be good 
news , and we console ourselves with that reflection . 

i n love t o you 
of tender love 
you 

Mi ss M. Douglas 

Mamma , Alice , James &c unite with me 
and Agnes , and t ell dear Jane all sorts 
and affect i ons from me--May God bless 

MY dear est Mar t ha 
Your l oving Father 

JAM"S DOUGLAS 

(Endorsed] Answered 
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My dearest Martha 

Victotfia Va ncouver Island 
17. July 1873 

At last we are relieved from a pain
ful state of suspense , having received no letters from 
you for the last month. Today arrived your nice and 
carefull y written letter , commencing June 6~h at 
Wiesbaden , and ending Strasbur~h June 16~h . It is a 
most interest ing review of your pleasant tour , and 
excursions to the historic and picturesque towns and 
villages on the Rhine . You a ppear to have thoroughly 
enjoyed the sights , as well as a good sensible a ppetite 
for the good t hings , which German hospitality spread 
before you. Dear good sister Agnes never fails to 
show her good sense , at table , and never allows any 
maukish feeUng of modesty to i nterfere with her com
fort . Buigan [?1 , Rhudesheini ( ?] and Johanisberg are 
celebrated for the exce llence of their wines . I wish 
you had taken a run up the Rhine to Manheim , and then 
a days run by rail road would have carried you i nto 
the heart of Switzerland; the whole trip would not 
have taken more than a week to accomulish · and the 
cost very little more tha n by remaining stationary at 
Wiesbaden. Mamma was astounded at the feat of your 
driving three in hand ; and wonders Agnes did not pro
test against your taking the r eins . I am gl ad you 
admired the Cathedral of Stra sbourgh with the spire it 
is a wonderful structure . I have no doubt you did 
wander over the same ground I traversed in my solitary 
rambles in 1864. I should have f elt happier had I not 
been al one. Home wi l l a ppear dull to you af t er these 
exciting travels . Will it be so? or will dear Victoria , 
your native land , be cherished as much as ever . 

I long to hear your impressions of 
France . Paris wa s and perhaps still is a splendid city-
and the environs most attr active- -Versailles and Fon
tainebleau are parts of Fairy land . Then you must have 
a good look at the pictur es and sculptures in the Louvre 
and other museums . 

I hope Jane may be in London on 
your return to England , and that you will be able to 
accomuany her to Dunain for the midsummer holida ys--If 
not I suppose you will have to rema in wi t h the Misses 
Tur k . Another yea r in England , will complete your 
education, and then we shall bring you home . Ar thur 
has changed his plans , and written to tell Agne s to 
come home tr. j s year , leaving her two girls in Engla nd. 
This will be a sore trial for you , but you must bear 
it like a brave litt le girl , seeing it is a ll for your 
own permanent good . It is a great hardship for Mamma 
and me to be another twelvemonth without you , but we 
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must first study your own good , by allowi ng you , every 
opportunity of acqui r ing knowledge and experience , and 
our rewar d will come hereafter , i n seeing you, with 
God ' s blessing playing well your part in the great 
drama of life . 

Yesterday week, we had a pleasant 
party of friends at Luncheon the Judges , Captain Hare 
R. N. Pearse Marcus Smith May, and many other of your 
young lady friends , being present . Edward wa i t ed--it 
was a sumptuous repast , comprising every luxury of the 
season. They (the guests) afterwards amus~themselves , 
in the garden, at Croquet and other sports . The who l e 
affair went off well. Last Thursday MfS Tuzo , gave a 
garden pic- nic at her residence ; to a cr owd of friends 
about 150; neither Alice nor Mamma would go , I put in 
an appearance ~ and James di d the dancing in a small 
pavillon [siC J erected for the purpose . It was very 
ni ce , and would have been enjoyabl e had there been 
fewer ueople; as it wa s the accommodations were 
insuf f ici ent for those pr esent . It wa s altogether 
att emut ing too much for their means of enterta inment . 

2Ht July 

I pa id my first visit , thi s year , to Belmont , on Satur
day. The House is now temporarily occupied by three 
families MfS Langley, Sutro , and Fellows , who have gone 
thither , for a while , to rusticate and breathe t he fresh 
air . The ga rden has a desolate appearance- -the fence 
near the house is gone , the cattle have come in--and 
eaten every t hing bare-- the flowers have vani shed , there 
is sca rcely a rose to be seen , and even the fruit trees 
have suffered from neglect , and the ravages of kine . 
I shall read Mf Lowenberg a lecture as soon as I can see 
h j m, and make him keep the fences in order . 

I purpose despatching thjs note by 
todays mail , to keep you informed about our doings . The 
first sod of the ~acific , Canadian Ra ilway wa s turned 
on Saturday, by M. Smith , i n a quiet way, wi t hout any 
publ ic demonstration? The terminus is at the Admiral ' s 
House , Maple Bay, Esquimalt , the line running from thence , 
t owa rds the Indian village near or opposite Craigflower . 

The newspa pers I send you , will give the particulars. 
The Doctor ha s just sold a six acre lot at Constance 
Cove , f or 3000 dolla rs--no very great price is it . 
Mamma sends her love and fervent pr ayers for your wel
f a re- -she is in verv good health , and most active in 
all her movements . Jame s , Alice and Amy unite with me , 
in love a nd best wi shes . May God bless and have you in 
His Holy keeni ng , and may you ever love and serve Him 
f a ithfully My dearest Child your loving Father 

[Endorsed) Answered 
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My dearest Child 

Victor ia Vancr Island 
4 . h Aug! 1873 

I have been thinking much of you this 
morn1ng , and have jus t sat down to the desk to have a 
chat with you , on t h jngs past , present and to come . 
This time last year we were all assembled at James ' 
Bay , prepar1ng for your journey to England . I look 
back to that , as a mos t happy time , and wonder if we 
shall ever be so f or tunate again. Agnes it apnears 
is to come back immediately, as Ar thur cannot go home , 
as he at one time expected , on furlough . You will no 
doubt miss your sister when she leaves ; but you must 
keep up your s ui~its , and study all the more closely , 
to complete your education by next year , when plea se 
God , you will come home . I should like to go for you 
myself but if that canno t be , I shall make arrangements 
for your safe and comfortabl e retur n. It is very hard 
for Mamma and me , to remain so long alone , but we are 
prepared to make any sacrifice , to promote your welfare . 
You are now well acquainted with the excellent ladies , 
in whose charge you are placed , and so you will not 
feel utte~ly alone , es pecially a s you know your dear 
Savinur , the strength and consolation of Israel and 
how to seek co,...fort and direction at t he Throne of 
Grace . May that blessed Lord who preserved you in the 
perils of infancy , give you wisdom and grace , to guide 
you in riper years , securely, amidst the shoals and 
quicksands of life . My heart yearns for you my dear 
child , and we daily offer pr ayers for your safety and 
welfare . 

Your dear l etter , commencing Paris 
19~h June , and c~ntinued to 5.n July, when yo~ had r e
turned to School , arrived here on the 1~ t Aug~ having 
come through in 26 days; a comparatively quick transit , 
though not more so than might be accomplished , with 
every mail . You advise my l etter ending 39 June , but 
not severa l pr evious letters which I add r essed you. 
Have you overlooked t hem, or have they miscarried? 
Never f ai l to advise lette r s received . 

You had a happy meet ing with Jane , 
who writes , "we are a s happy as happy can be" . I wish 
I had been there to share your joys . You should have 
told me more about the meeting , and not written so 
briefly ; but I suppose you were fagged , with the 
excitement of the long journey , you had made 1 and not 
i n your usual spirits. You lost much by taklng the 
night train f r om Strasbourg to Paris , one of the finest 
Distri cts of France . Had you travelled by day light- 
you would have seen a l ovely country. The Louvre wa s 
too much fo~ one days examinati on--a mo nth is not a 
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day too much for such an accumulation of Art treasures , 
as you s ee t here . No wonder , you left t he ~la ce , worn 
out and disgusted . I am gl ad you a upreciated Versailles . 
I hooe you saw the orangery, a nd paid your homage to t he 
tree named Grand Louis after Louis XIV 

Arthur came down on Saturday and is 
looking well . He expects Agnes a bout the beginning of 
September I have just heard from MT Fr aser he saw Jane 
and Alick , but left London for Norwich , before your 
r eturn from the continent . Your friends here a re all 
well and often make enquiries about you. They are now 
full of a party t hat comes off in a few days , on board 
the flag ship "Repulse" , given by the Officers to 
Admi ra l Hillyar , lately pr omoted . We received invita
tions , but neither Mamma nor I can go on board , and 
James is awa y to the mainland , on a cruize [sic] with 
Marcus Smith . I da re say it will give great satisfaction. 
Mt s Elliott i s not at all well , and seldom goes out . 
Her illness is not , I believe dangerous , but is very 
tedious and trying. Mf Lowen~erg does not fo rget your 
promi sed Photograph ; and occasionally reminds me of 
your promise . He has lately sold four l ots on Birdcage 
Terra ce for 1900 dollars , a fair price considering, the 
depr ession here . I have authoris ed him to sell all 
these scattered portions of land , a s the t axes are in
creased and come heavy, on unproductive l ots . I saw Uary 
Finlayson the other day , when I ca lled at Rock Bay. 
She was loo~ing well , and full of enquiries about you. 
Her Mamma is not very well , and ~~s Jones i s much 
a l tered fo r t he worse , being thi n and emaciated . I 
don ' t know wha t ha s become of Miss Mahood , not having 
seen her for a great length of time . The Munoes [sic] 
and Miss Wallace I see occasi0na l l y , in my wa l ks 
through town . 5~h Augt Refreshi ng r ain fell last 
njght and did so much good . I have a glorious show of 
stocks , some of them are growing like shrubs , in one 
mass of gorgeous flowers . Your subdivision of the 
garden is kept i n nice order . Claytons new roses are 
Tritons among the minnows . The "Devoniensis" flowered 
beautifully. The Gladiol us is very handsome . Jams 
of all sorts, currant and other Jellies a r e being 
manufactured to Mamma ' s great delight , Ang taking a 
deep interest in the process , conspiring with Mamma , 
to run up the grocers bill. Who is to consume this 
va st provision of sweets? seeing you are not to be at 
home , t ill next year . Madam Anna Bishop is on the way, 
per Prince Alfred , to delight the citizens of Victoria 
with her dulcet tones . A great magician has just 
ar r ived , who like Pharaohs magicians is to turn water 
into blood and many other wonderful works . How many 
schemes to deplete the pockets !!! What is of more im-
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portance , is the attempt of a company , to drain the 
Fraser of its gold , by lifting the sand and auriferous 
gravel to the surface , through the agency of enormously 
powerful force Pumps They are to commence at Hi l ls Bar , 
near Yale . I wish them well . 

7th Augt There has been a grea t fire 
at Portla nd , Or egon, - -13 blocks have been ent irely 
co~sumed and many poor people been left destitute , a 
sad melancholy event . MIS Starrs father has been a 
severe loser . MTS Harvey ' s house , fortuna tely escaped . 

Alice and Ellen are very well , the 
latter i s a lways in motion, and has never had a da ys 
illness , since she came here . Dolly and Amy are also 
well. ~e are still eating last years a pples , Roxbury 
Rus sets, and beginning to use , this years early fruit . 
The pea ch Plum is also coming in season. 

I hope to hear from you today, by the 
North Pacific and will reoly by next boat . 

Mamma is very well and 
sends her love as does every one here . 
and preserve you 

My dearest Child 
Your lovi ng Father 

JAMES DI")UG LAS 

[Endorsed] Answered 
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My dearest Martha 

Vi~~oria Vancr Island 
8 . Aug~ 1873 

Your letter dated 18~h July by mistake 
I presume for 8~h July, the Post mark being "Worcester 
P. 12~h July". arrived here yesterday by the North 
Pacific , and afforded us much plea sure . Mamma wa s 
deeply moved by your tender expressions of love and 
shed tears in abundance. She i s in good health , and 
sends a ll mar ner of love and good wishes , hoping to 
have the pl easure of folding you in tender embrace , 
about this time next year. She l ooks forward to that 
event , with unfeigned delight . 

Amy has received your letter of "18th" July and will 
soon write . She is a dear little girl. Mamma has not 
recei ved the cap you sent . I will advise you when it 
comes to hand , and a sk Mamma to write you a l i ne . You 
may subscribe See 4~h page 
to t he Illustrated London News; but I think "Punch" 
woul d be superfluous ; get it however if you like the 
Paper . I am glad you think of learni ng to nlay the 
or gan , knowl edge of every kind i s useful . I shall give 
your love to the Dean and mention your intention of 
writing to him. He wi ll be glad to hear from you. Jim 
will be delighted when he hears that you admired his 
verses . He has not yet returned from t he mainl and . 

I have now run through your letter , 
whjch i s very much too short . 

13! h Aug~ 

This i s the anniversary of your de partur e for England 
last year . It apnears so long since yo u left us , and 
yet the time has not been tedious . Do you remember , 
saying l ong a t o that you would like to stay awa y from 
home , six year s t o finish your education in England , 
and then r eturn to your Pa rents . That would be too 
long , a ltogether woul d it not ? I truly see 29 page 

hope that in another yea r we will meet again ; it is so 
pleasant to look forward to that event . May God grant 
that it be so . All i s bust l e and stir here today. 
Mamma is going out to Fairfield for a lit t le pic ni c . 
The Harveys Wygants and sever al American famili es f rom 
Portla nd are invited to meet her. It will be a very 
grand affair the dinner being laid out , under t he same 
antient [sic] Maple tree , where we dined with Captain 
Cator . The children are in great gl ee and Amy i s 
already off in charge of Arthur . Mamma is just gone 
out and now I am alone in my gl ory , the sole occupant , 
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Ang exceoted of James ' Bay. 

The weathe r i s delightful , a bright , 
cloudless sky overhead , and a temperature just nlea santl y 
warm ! and tempered by a gentle , ocean breeze or Tolmie 
ha s lssued invitations for a oic nic at Langf ords Lake; 
to t ake place on Saturday next . We have accepted the 
invitati on , and intend going to the party. 

even:lng 13th 

The pic nic wa s a great success , everyone delighted; 
the only thing wanted to complete our enjoyment , was 
the cheerful voice of dear little Martha . We have just 
had a l etter from James , of which the followi ng i s a 
copy . 

My dearest Papa 

Tseeacamist [ sic] Ri ver 
6 Augt 1873 

I am at present writing under diffi
culti es . I am lying at full length on my bl ankets in 
a tent with a small candle by me which sheds a very 
f aint light i ndeed We have been here nearly four 
days trying to get over this formidable river I have 
left J.n' Smith a t 

(see second sheet) 

[ second sheet mis sing] 
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Victor ia V. Island 
229 Aug~ 1873 

My dear est Mar tha 

Mamma received your dear l e tter of 
t he 19~h Julyi a few days ago , and t hi s morning came 
to hand your et t er of 26~h July, written a day or t wo 
after the breaking up of your school for t he mid summer 
holidays . Yo u speak of spend )ng the ho l iday time at 
school , to make up I nresume , for t he continental tour ; 
I fancy however you will have to go to Dunain, as 
Dalla s wrote me a few days ago , t ha t he wished both you 
and Agnes to go there , on a vis j t , as you had seen 
Scotland only in its winter garb and not when clothed 
in the gorgeous hues of summer. Thi s was very kind of 
him , and you will have so much more of your sisters 
comnany, which will be both pleasant and profitable for 
you. 

Let me now t urn to Mamma' s let ter 
Home is of course dear to you as ever , and you would 
naturall y like to r eturn with your sister ; but t hi s 
would not be wise , as you woul d be throwing away the 
precious time for improvement , a season which may never 
return , and losing i t would be a continual source of 
r egret , to yourself and to all your friends , who will 
expect great t t ings from Martha . It woul d never do , 
you know, in so impor tant a matter to sacr ifi ce pr i nciple 
to sentiment however amiable of its kind . I miss you 
greatly here , but what of that , if by the ljttle sacri
fice , I can promote your good . 

I gave you , with the bl essing of God 
a sound earl y tra injng , in r eligion and mo r a l ity , a nd 
taught you to l ove your Saviour , to think and act on 
a ll subjects like a Chr i stian Child . You a re now f a r 
from me , your loving Parent , but the Princ i ples I 
taught rema) n , whi l e your God and your bl essed Saviour , 
is ever near you, t o guide , di r ect and shield you amidst 
t he perils and t emptations of ljfe . Appeal to Him in 
a ll your trjals and He wi l l be a rea0y hel~ in a ll your 
tr0ubles . 

I shall try to find some pictures 
of Victor i a , on thin paper, such as you desc r i be , and 
send them . I have not received or Brown ' s wor k , nor 
ha s the Cap , you sent Mamma , made its a pnea rance . The 
custom H0use people may have made a seizure of t he 
l atter , at New York, for none payment of duty. Amy is 
herself a gain and Dolly likewise . Amy wrote to you 
l ately. Alice does not remember Captain Stewart . The 
silk worms are curious; Mamma will pr ize the silk. The 
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chickens are we l l . Bossie i s well , and is now followed 
by her second ca lf . Sandrie is in high feather , I 
take him out ever y day f or my morni ng ride . He i s as 
stout as ever. Now for your letter of the 26~h Jul y. 
The Frenchmans strawber ries were s plendid th i s year . 
He had lately a nar r ow escape , from being burnt out , by 
an accidental fire in the adjoining fields . Every 
th)ng j s now so dry t ha t the utmost care i s requisite 
to prevent fires . Don ' t be t oo hard on poor l jttle May 
Elljott , I dare say she has not much to say , on paryer ; 
but I remember a certain young Lady who used to say so 
too , though she has plenty to say now; who f ind s out 
that the mor e she writes , the more readily her thoughts 
flow. Do you r emember such a young lady? I often 
t hink of the carpet beating near the Foundry but never 
before reading your l etter did I associate 1t with the 
Grand tapestry screen at Str asborg . So much dear Martha 
for the march of i ntellect . 

Madam Pishop has been exhibiting here , 
and created quite a f urore in the musica l world. She 
left yesterday fo r Pugets Sound . 

The Finlayson boys have arrived safely 
in England . Aunt Sarah to he r great relief , heard from 
them a few days ago . They are somewhere about Norwich. 
The cupboards and new door , have greatly improved the 
appearance of your room. It is unoccupied except by 
Arthur wr en he comes here . No one else i s allowed to 
sleep there . 

I have dischar ged Will i ng , he was too 
young and flighty. Piper busine s s i s going on as usual 
Victoria cannot spare so useful a c i t i zen. He i s the 
"Gunter" of Victoria . I suppose you have been t o 
"Gunters pastry shop ; the boast of London. Dol ly i s 
gone to Rocky Point , for a f ew weeks recr eation with 
the Parker s , so I cannot del iver your message till she 
comes home . I have now answer ed a l l the querj e s in 
your letter and will touch on other subjects . Great 
discoverie s of magnetic Iron ore have been lately made , 
i n the Island of Texada , nea r Comox . The ore exists 
in the greatest abundance , and yie l ds from 80 to 90 
per cent of iron. There are also enormous beds of 
Limestone near the I r on ore , whi ch is used and indeed 
i ndispensable as a flux , in smelting the ore . Comox 
will supply the coal , so all the materials for founding 
a great industry are distributed by the libera l hand of 
nature at , or near the spot . This is of more value to 
the Province , than the dis covery of a gold fi eld , 
inasmuch as it will be a more lasting source of wealth. 
A discovery more nea rly concernjng us wa s made the other 
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day at Fairfiel d . In diggi ng a well on I.n' Kine ' s lot : at 
the depth of 45 feet , a rushing spri ng of water was struck , 
tha t filled the well to overfl o'ving and continues to 
send a rill of water , by a surface drain , into the ad
joini ng field . The water is pure and sof t ; altogether a 
grea t acquisition i n its way. 

Moss street i s being extended f rom 
Langley ' s residence to Henleys near Cl over Point . It is 
certainly a great improvement . 25~h Augt Ja mes has not 
yet retur ned from t he Mainland no r have we any l a te 
intelligence of his movements . The Flags in your flower 
beds are now in f l ower , l ooking very pr etty i ndeed . 
The Dean and MfS Cridge lately made a little gipsy tour 
to Metchosen and Rocky Point for change of air They are 
pleased with the excur sion which has improved Mt s 
Cridge s health . Mt and Mrs Saunder s are here , on their 
way to England and will return to t he Col ony next year , 
after sendi ng their children to school . You will probably 
be coming home about the same time and perhaps travel 
with them . Mj ss Wylley i s quite well and sends her love . 
Mamma has not finished her l etter , but sends no end of 
l ove and good wishes . Alice also embraces you. Ellen 
is incessantly on the move . Now my dearest child once 
mor e adieu , and may Heaven preserve you . Your l ovi ng 
Father 

[Endorsed] Answered 
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Victoria V.I. ll~h Sept~ 1873 

MY dearest Martha 

James returned, on Saturday, safe and 
sound, from his l ong trip on the ma i nland. He had a 
r ough time , with the surveying parties , living chiefly 
on beans and bacon, but t he life and f 3od agreed with 
hi m and he had always a capital a pnetit e. The Musqu.itoes 
were at times troublesome, and he had one or two frights 
in cros s ing turbulent r i vers t ha t l ay in thei r path 
otherwise, he had not hing to complain of . He saw 
Ar t hur at New Westmi nster , and left him in good hea l t h. 
The day before yesterday, we drove hi m to Cadboro Bay, 
and called on vrs Martin the new settler t here. The 
old people being engaged we were f or some time enter
tained by Mi ss Martin a charming l i t t l e girl of 11--ful l 
of chat and i ntelli gence. She [did the] honours very 
nicely until her Mamma put in appearance . I was pleased 
with M!S Ma r tin who is really a ni ce, wel l educated 
personi her husband wa s out but he is a very r e spect able 
man. The House is built on the rocky accli vity , fa cing 
the Stra i t s, i n ful l view of shi ps , boats , canoes and 
every t hing pa ssing up and down the Canal de Arro . MfS 
Martin l ikes the place i mmensely and her husband i s 
doing well by keepi ng a flock of sheep there being 
abundance of food for their support both i n summer and 
wi nter. They had t hi s yea r 300 lambs whi ch they sold 
at 3 dollars a head , making 1500 dollars or £300 St erli ng, 
a sum equa l to t he pay of a Commander in the Royal Navy. 
Pleasant is i t no t t o bear of settlers doing so well. 
I gave t hem a l ot of fruit , a ppl es a nd plums for t he 
children, whi ch made them all very happy. The Prince 
Alfred arri ved yesterday wi thout a mail so had no letter s 
from you . 

15~h Sept~ 

Mamma ha s at last completed her assortment of Preserves; 
t he last made that is of the Damsons, in the Kitchen 
garden, is to my t a ste the best and f i nest flavoured. Some 
of it i s t o be stored away for you, when you return. 

I never before saw so many plums as we 
have thi s year, the t r ees are, not bendi ng only , but , 
breaking under the load of f ruit whi ch is also so fine and 
well matured. We have been distributing them, on all sides, 
but stil l they are wasting on the trees, for want of picking. 

Ali ce has jus t put baby t o the Nuns 
school and she is delighted. Alice is well but mopes a 
good deal. Her f uture is overshadowed by a dark cloud 
through which there i s no gleam of cheering light. All 
is gl oom and darkness . Very dearly has she paid for the 
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one false step, she made in youth, and the penalty 
like a "Nemesi s" pursues her s t ill . and wi l l I f ear 
f ollow her, through life . Had she t rusted her Father 
more, and put less f aith in Good 1 how different , and 
how much mor e happy would her lot in l ife have been. 
In all your trials and perplexities, seek wisdom and 
direction at the Throne of Grace; pray t o your blessed 
Lord and he will shield you from harm. Confide in me, 
you have nothing to conceal from your father, and let 
bashfulness not prevent you from opening your whol e 
heart to him. Treasure up ~ my counsels in your *e~~eP 
inmost heart. MfS Elliot ls no better; the Doctor ha s 
forbid her walking out . "May" is well. 

2. 

The North Pacific has just come in, and 
".Ang" must be off to the Post Office to enqui r e for letters. 

The weather l ooks threatening , the sky 
is cl ouding over , as if for rain, A good down pour would 
be acceptable as every thing is getting dry and pini ng for 
moisture . 

brought me your 1!~~e~a~ai~~t13t~u~~e~7fh0~u~~wny~~dwill 
no doubt feel pained , at your sisters leaving f or home, 
but please God your t urn will come next year, when the 
term of your exile will end. What a beautiful g1ft, the 
col ours so beautifully contr asted--it is the first unspun 
silk I ever saw. I shall deli ver your s everal complemen
tary messages, and trace our Capella and Viga, in their 
celestial courses . As t r onomy is a most attractive study, 
follow it up. 

The t a l es of a Grandfather are delightful readi ng l the 
other two works by Mi ss Austin I never read. I w1sh you 
were here to read them over t o me as there is no one here 
who reads half so well, or with a spark of your t aste 
and intelligence. I am afra id .Alice would hardly part 
with Helen. Do write and be kind to the Good boys; their 
foolish Father has written to MT Cook1 their teacher 
interdicting all intercourse with thel r mo ther . Did you 
ever hear of such a monstrous t hing. I see sever al 
mistakes in your Letter, pray write carefully, for that 
is expected now, froa you. I am glad you are getting on 
with your drawing , it is a useful accomplishment. The 
r ose is from dear Mamma, a Devoniensis, from the lower 
garden with her l ove and kisses. They all send oceans of 
love and good wishes . May God bless you my dearest child 

I remain your l oving Father 
JAMES DOUGLAS 

[Endorsed] Answered 
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Victoria 16th Septf 1873 

MY dearest Martha 

I wa s hurr ied by the departure of t he 
Mail in closi ng my letter to you of yesterday I wished 
to say, about your last let t er, that it was hastily 
writt en and with less care and attent i on to correct ortho
gr aphy, than usual. Whenever you are at a l oss for sub
j ects write about yourself, your studies and dai l y doings, 
a subject I never tire of. You see what an important little 
lady you are, and what an interest I take about you. I was 
delighted in my morning ride today--with the lively move
ments of the Lark. They have mustered in great numbers 
about Fairfield, making the fields and woods resound, with 
their melodious notes. I suppose t hey are rejoicing in 
t he delicious wea ther! and perhaps offering their tribute 
of pr aise and thanksglving to the great Author of all good, 
who giveth food in due season to these his beautiful 
creatures, and filleth their hearts with joy. The grading 
of Moss street is now completed nearly to Henleys back 
gate· making a magnificent line of street. Won't it be 
grand when built over and planted with gardens and orna
mental trees. 

Jim and Amy 
There was a 

MfS Trutch gave an at Home, last night, 
attended , but no one else from James Bay. 
crush and dancing was kept up to a late hour. 

I have not seen Cary Pinder, to speak 
to f or some time past . Wi th respect t o your enquiry about 
our new church I believe the whole is pa id f or, and not a 
penny of debt remains. The Metehosen Church will soon be 
f i nished , but whether paid for or not, I cannot say. My 
contribut i on for it i s to be 100 dollars. 

17~h Septr 

Delightful weather. I missed t he Lark concert this morn
i ng, the tiny performers ha ving disappeared, and winged 
thelr flight to some other quarter , pr obably seared away 
by mischievous boys or cruel sportsmen. What a shame t o 
disturb their simple enjoyments. I drove out with James 
yesterday to Elk Lake , t o see the progress made i n pre
paring the dams, retaining wall s &e &e &e of the intended 
water works, they are now cutting and clearing away the 
brush and small timber, openi ng up some very pretty l and, 
for the dam. In strolling over the ground, I had a chat 
with a very intelligent labourer, who said the water of 
Elk Lake, was not at all good, being so warm that i t did 
not quench their thirst, it a lso contained seeds of 
aequatie plants , which he supposed were unwhol esome. Two 
of his men, had been suffering from diarrhoeal which he 
ascribed to the bad quality of t he water, a 1 ttle raw 
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oatmeal stirred i nto the water improved its effects, but 
still it was not so good a s Spring ridge water; I lett 
him after hearing t hi s bad report of our future water 
suppl y, in which I fear t here i s much truth. 

18~h Sept!' 

2. 

We have just heard of Agnes leaving on the 17th ot Aug~ 
on her return, via Panama. She will probably arrive at 
San Francisco on the 23• Sept!' just 3 days t oo late for 
the Prince Alfr ed, which will not leave again for Victoria 
till the 5th Oct!' so she will have a good rest a t San 
Francisco. We shall be glad to see her here. I have re
ceived a letter from MT Young, announcing his promotion 
to the rank of Colonial Secretary of British Guiana . The 
Salar y is £1500 a yea r , almost double the salary he now 
receives--! rejoice at this improvement in his condition. 
Cousin and he are in good health. 

I have placed a l arge beautif ul apple 
on the toilet table in your bed room of the early str aw
berry va riety. It makes me f ancy you are here; though 
a mere delusi oni it allevia tes t he pain of absence. What 
a l ong time sti 1, till we meet, fully 10 months more . 
20~h wr Drakes large stable took fire t oday a nd was 
entirely consumed. The ori gin of the f ire , is suppo sed 
to be the burning of lucifer matches , by the neighbouring 
chi ldren; the stable was i nsured so the loss t or MT Drake 
is not great . Fortunately ther e was no wind at t he time 
of the fire, or it would have s pread to the houses in 
t he vici nity MfS OReilly is said to have had a narr ow 
escape. 

You would be delighted to see how actively Mamma walks 
about ; she has at t ended Divine service for the l ast three 
sundays. She loves the House of God to sing His praises 
and t o hear the glad tidings of salvation. We have no 
t idings as yet from Agnes, and hope she is either at or 
not tar from San Francisco. We had a l ong drive on 
Saturday, towards Sooke, the country looks drear y, beyond 
Fisher 's farm, there being scarcely a good place f or a 
settler to perch himself. We however en!oyed the drive, 
through the untrodden wilderness it was like opening 
up the secrets of the great deep. The children picked a 
quantity of sa lal berries, which were delicious . 

22d Sept 

The North Pacif ic is in, and I have 
received your letter of 22d August written on silk paper, 
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with pale ink--what a trial for my weary eyes, to read. 
No more of that, I prithee dear Martha, give Papa your 
whole heart and your best r ound hand. Why did you 
spend the holidays at school , i t would have been a change, 
to have gone to Dunain. Dallas writes that he would ask 
you for the holidays I wish for your healths sake you had 
accepted his invitation. I will give Dollyl the packet 
you send enclosed. There is nothing to rep y to, in 
your letter; tell me all about yourself, your studies, 
your pursuits , your thoughts, state of mind; in short a 
complete full length portr ait of my daughter. Mamma sends 
you no end of love and kisses and Papa the same God bless 
you JAMES DOUGLAS 

(Endorsed) Answered 
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Victoria V.I. 23 Septr 1873 

MY dearest Child 

What glorj ous wea ther; up this morning 
a little aft er 6 o ' clock, bath and morning devotions, 
detained me, till 8 , when I rode out · the air wa s de
liciousl y cool, the birds s inging gaily, (the same flock 
of l arks, I missed the other morning; they had no doubt , 
found a quiet retreat , in the bush and trees west of 
Government House) the sky and the earth were redolent of 
beauty, all nature pr oclaiming the l ove and mercy of a 
benevolent Creator. The enjoyment wa s perfect, pure, 
unalloyed happiness . I wish you had been present. 

MY last letter left thi s morning . 
Dolly received your present , and will writ e to you an 
acknowl edgment . The sketches ! rom "Punch" are much ad
mir ed , being rea l l y cleverly done , a s Alice r emarked, on 
seeing them, adding I wish Martha would send me some of 
them ; they ought to be framed and have a place on the 
Drawing r oom table. Good my child , study to improve, and 
always t ell me what you are doing and what you are learn
ing, so that I may see you, in i magination as v i vi dly as 
i f you were present in person Do not fear repetit i ons , 
whatever concerns you1 is never tiresome. Last evening 
about 7 o 'clock, a br1lliant met eor, shot over t he 
garden, appearing to fal l at the Doctors door for a 
second or two it lighted up the whole avenue . I never 
saw, any so bright before. I greatly startl ed poor Amy. 

I have been to Mrs Maynards and selected 
18 Photographs of pl aces in British Col umbia . There is 
one series of nine views taken from the Church Hill-
which t ogether give a complete view of Victoria . By 
some mistake in moving the Camera too far James Bay House 
ha s been missed . These are numbered !rom 1 to 9 . The 
second series of three numbered from 1 @ 3 give together 
a complete view o f Victor ia , taken !rom Esquimal t r oad . 
You willo! course have no difficulty, in arranging the 
several sections and r ecognizing the houses and other 
f eatures of the city. This last series gives a peep of 
part of James Bay House and the new or Christ ' s Church ; 
which are want ing in the f irst series of views, my sole 
object in fact, in sending the last serie s of t hree. 
The other six pictur es are views, of places in Britj sh 
Columbia , and will perhaos be more prized t han the f ormer1 
the whol e are packed i n a tin water proof Tube . 25~h Septr 

which opens a t one end . 
I have since added two more views one of the Town of Yal e 
situated on Frasers River , where it rushes out with 
impetuous vo lume !rom the Gorges of the Cascade mount a ins 
into the open country below. The other is a view, on 
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the r oad from Yale t o Lytton, both 
I hope you will like them. I have 
case , the better to keep them from 
through the pressure of the mails. 
completes your list of commissions. 
soon as you receive them. 

are very pretty, a nd 
put t hem up in a tin 
being wet or crushed, 
This I believe 
Pr ay let me know as 

The Prince Alfred is i n , and will soon 
be off again with t he Mails, so I must cut my letter 
short. I wi ll soon however wri te you again by the North 
Pacifi c . 

2. 

I see a great fire, in the Indi an vil lage 
opposit e , some of their houses are no doubt being consumed 
by t he devouring element I hope their loss will not be 
serious. The dry weather we are having, renders precautions 
aga i nst fire doubly necessary. I do l ong so much to hear 
from you; write often. Mi ss Wylly sends her l ove We are 
all well; my own health, being very good . Mamma, Alice 
and James uni t e with me in l ove aijd best wishes May God 
bless and preserve my dear Child 

Your lovi ng Father JAM!: S DOUGLAS 

26~h Once more adieu my dear I am t hinking of you all 
t he time Pa pas Kiss 0 

[Endorsed] Answered 
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Victoria 6~h Oct~ 1873 

My deares t child 

I have been thinking a grea t deal about 
you of late1 and the same train of thought must have 
been present in sleep and given rise t o a dream I had 
the ot her nirht . In the visi~ns of the night, methought , 
we were travelling through the wilds, on horseback , with 
a number of other people . Some of them had f allen behind , 
and I had t o wait for them just as we were entering a 
l ong s tretch or woods I t ol d you to ride on, as the day 
was far advanced, and get through the woods before dark, 
and I would follow when the laggards came up , you 
immediately dashed off with your cha r ger and disappeared. 
I came on with the rear, and to my great sor row could not 
overtake you; I was conti nually asking about Martha . 
Wher e is Martha? Where i s Martha? No one could tell. So 
in dire distress I awoke and behold it was a dream; and 
I re joice it wa s so . We were all delighted t o hear, by 
Telegram r eceived last night that sister Agnes had 
arrived at San Francisco , wel l and hearty, tha t morni ng 
and was to start today by the Pr ince Alfred for Victoria . 
She ha s had a l ong voyage and we were getting anxious 
about her , but now hope soon to s ee her dear face aga in. 
Arthur is waiting for her here. 

I have received your lett er dated 25 and 
30~h Aug~; telling what a l azy little thi ng you are . Your 
excursions with Miss Ingall~ are very amusing , making 
you quite at home in the metropolis . You should see the 
houses of Parl iament in session. The British Museum and 
Kew gardens are gr and s ights, and if not already visited, 
you ought to see t hem. 

I leave the Wedding ceremony to an abler 
pen than mine. 

Mamma wore 
shawl & blue & white bonnet 
white silk or course & long 

her fawn silk. White & Blue 
Angy (?] wore a handsome 

veil &c &c . 

This is a 
have done as well myself. 
youthful for a Lady of 62. 
and l ooked better and more 
locket was my brida l gift. 

meagre description, I might 
Mamma looked wonderfully 

The bride was well go t up, 
than herself. A handsome gol d 

I sadl y miss your pr etty tasteful 
bouquets , and hope you will soon appoint a deputy to attend 
to these duties in your a bsence • 
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2. 

to these dut iea i B your ahseeee . 

We a r e busy now t aking in apples and 
dear l y wish, we could send you some 20 or 30 bushel s, to 
r elieve our crowded s tor es , and keep you in f ruit f or 
t he winter 

Ther e is nothing of much importance , 
doing here now times bei ng rather dull. People a re 
l ooking hopetuily f or a change, a s soon as the new gold 
diggi ngs come into play. In respect t o health t her e is 
nothing to complain a nd t hat is a blessing i ndeed, f or 
which we should be deepl y thankf ul . 

Mamma is i n gr eat spirits about Agnes ' 
expec t ed return, and i s now r ambling about the gar den, 
ful l of lif e and act ivity. The next gra nd epoch wil l be 
Martha ' s re turn wi th the wisdom and lear ning of t he east . 
I mus t not wri te a l ong let t er today, havi ng been rather 
busy of l a te a s t imes go; and a f ew hour s only to prepa re 
f or the Ma i l 

I met t he Crea se gi rls, on t he br idge as t hey were 
going t o school t his mo rning , and told t hem of Agne~ arri val 
at San Francisco . Mamma sends you her l ove and kisses , 
r eceive t he same from me. Amy i s to wr i te . Dol l y and 
the Doct or a re well . Ang is delight ed when your lett ers 
come . He i s a good boy again adieu my dea r est chil d 

J AMRS DOUGLAS 

MY l ove t o dear Jane and and [ s i c] a l l the children 

[ Endorsed ] Answered 
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Victoria V.I. 8th Octr 1873 

MY dearest Martha 

The day before yesterday I was visited 
with an attack of gout in the forepart of the left foot, 
which is rather painful, but not so severe as the attack 
I had last year, in the right foot. There is considerable 
inflamation but not so much pain. I contrive to move 
about, but not so actively as I have done all summer; my 
general health being unexceptionably good I hope it 
will soon go off, and with the blessing of God and care
ful diet, leave me free of pain. 

Yesterday, the weather wa s wet and 
disagreeable , today is clear and pleasant for apple 
gathering , which we resumed today. The crop is large 
and the frui t fine. How are we to get it disposed of. 
I am afraid it will spoil on our hands. We have been 
lately feeding the milch cows with apples and pears to 
the great improvement of the milk and butter. I have 
la t ely had a gang of carpenters, at work doing repa irs 
about the premises; t hey have refitted the back a nd front 
gates , wi th new posts, making every t hing strong and nice. 
The foundation stone of the dam at Beaver Lake , for the 
water reservoir, wa s laid yes t erday with imposing ceremonies. 
The Mayor spoke hopefully of the water suppl y, for t he 
city, trusting it would be a bl essing to t he place. I 
sincerely reecho tha t wish. 

Thursday 9~h Octf 

The weather is overcast , with showers of much needed rain, 
moistening the thirsty earth, soon to bring out its coat 
of verdure again. My foot is not so tender , and easier 
today. No appl es a re being gathered today in consequence 
of the r a i n. I should so much like to have a peep at you, 
and see what you are doing at this very moment. I t must 
be early evening with you, probabably [ sic) about 8 
o'clock, it being mid day here and the difference of time 
about eight hours. How do you spend the evenings , in 
reading, chatting in familiar intercourse with your 
friends or partly in studyi closing them always I suppose 
in scripture readings and 1·ervent prayer to our Heavenly 
Father, through our Lord and Redeemer Jesus Christ . 

We expect t he overland Mail today, with 
perhaps a letter from you. I will at all events post 
this, a s a token of remembrance from James Bay, where 
your memory is so dearly cherished . 

I 
as t he wea t her has 
shining brightly. 
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clea red up and the sun is warm and 
I do wish you were going out with me. 



2. 

5 P. M. 
I have just returned from a plea sant 

drive wi th James, and f i nd there i s no word of the Mail 
which will probably be late i n arriving ; so I will close 
and post t his with~ut delav, or it may not go till next 
week. 

Agnes is expected tomorrow by the Pr i nce 
Alfred , and we are all impat ient to see her. Arthur and 
Al ice are pl aying croouet Dol l y and Ellen having a l ittl e 
s ide game by themselves . Mamma i s very well indeed , and 
sends you her l ove and kisses ~; a s wel l a s Pa pa--sisters 
and brot her. 

Kay ever y bl e ssing attend you--and may 
you have wisdom and grace from above , to guide all your 
ways . My dea rest Martha , 

Your lovi ng Father 

[Endorsed] Answered 
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Victoria lOth Octr 1873 

MY dea rest Martha 

My letter of yesterdays date, had 
hardly been posted, when i t was announced that the 
Pr ince Alfred had arrived off the harbour, and taken the 
ground on Shoa l Point , with dear sister Agnes on board. 
Arthur and James immediately put off in boats, and 
brought her and Georgy to James Bay. It was such a happy 
meeting for all parties, a s you may imagine , better than 
I can describe the scene. Suff ice it to say that t here 
was no sleep for any one , till the "wee sma hours , ayont 
the t wa l" 

Agnes was detained a week at Panama; 
more for tunate at San Franco she just caught the'~rince 
Alfred" and came up in somethi ng under four days. She 
every where met wi th kindness and at t ention, and l ost 
none of her l uggage on the way. So far good. 

I have just received your letter of the 
6~h and 7~h Sept~ Pray don 't neglect your hand writing 
good penmanship, is the requisite ornament of a lady's 
letter. I have sent you to school chiefly with the view 
of acqui r i ng a nea t style both in speaking and writing 
Above all t hings avoid "slang" phrases, such as "chaff" 
&c . Ask your teachers t o correct you , whenever you make 
such mistakes. I wish you to be, in all respects , lady
like, both in speech and manner. A l a dy never uses 
slang phra ses , whi ch a re essentially vulgar , and t o me 
unbearabl e . 

I shall be proud indeed if you get the sever a l prizes , 
you are aiming at , it will be a trophy of your diligence 
and abili ty, as well as a great sati sfaction to your 
friends. 

I have not heard lately from Mr Fraser; 
I do not know whether he is coming out again or not. In 
a f ormer letter , I told you all about my pl ans for your 
return home. I will either go or s end for you. You must 
not be uneasy about the future--such cares wi ll come to 
you my dea r child soon enough. 

I have just sent a note to MfS Cridge , 
requesting Miss Penrices [?] address. I will enclose her 
reply. A letter addr essed Yarmouth is sure to find them. 

Wyllys , 
money. 
to keep 

Your offer for the l ots bel ow Miss 
is very liberal--you may have them for ha l f the 
The t axes are now so high , that one cannot afford 
unproductive l a nd . Like a hot potatoe , i t burns 
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the hand that holds it . Homely but express i ve. I am 
so glad you took the Sacrament, on the first Sunday in 
September. On the same day Mamma and I partook here of 
the Hol y Communion, gratefully commemorating the death 
and sufferings of our dear and blessed Lord . It was in
deed as you observe, a comfort to our year ning hearts. 
How I should have enjoyed the walk with Mi ss Ingall and 
the black berr ies . !t was so good and considera t e of 
her t o correct the wrong expression, even at the r isk 
of offend i ng you. She i s a true friend. You wi ll 
acquire mor e substantial knowledge at your present age 
in 12 months , than you could have done in years at an 
earlier age. You a r e quick at learni ng and should f orm 
your manners and conversation, aft er the most agreeable 
and polished lady of your a cquaintance, t aking her as a 
model, and copying a s you would a picturei unti l you can 
pr oduce somet r ing better t han the origjna • I have not 
t i me to go over t he r est of your l etter as t he Al fred 
leaves again t oday . I have r eplied to a ll your queries . 
So a gain good bye My dearest Martha your l oving Father 

Love from all here 

[Endorsed] Answered 
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Victoria V. I . 20~h Octr 1873 

MY dearest litt le Martha 
v last despatch to you was dated lOth 

Octr, since then T1have not addressed you, having been 
busy, in one waytgr anot her ever since . I acknowl edged 
your letter of 6 . Septt, in advising you of Agnes ' 
arriva l , she r emained here nearly a week a nd then re
paired t o her home a t New Westminster , where she i s 
hap~y and co~fortable . George has grown to be a gr eat boy, 
and bas plenty to say for himself. We have made out th~ 
stanza , which you set to music , in your letter of the 6r h 
It is Mamma ' s favourite hymn- -and the wo r ds are as fo l lows . 

1 Oh , for a thousand tongues to sing 
My great Redeemers prai se; 
The gl ories of my God and King , 
The t r iumphs of hi s Grace ! 

2 My gracious Master a nd my God , 
Assist me to procl aim, 
To spread through al l the earth abroad 
The honours of thy name . 

&c &c 
You wi l l f i nd t his gra nd song of pra ise in almost any 
collection of hymns . Mamma is much pleased at your re
cal ling it t o mind . Your remarks on t he political state 
of Spain are just and apnropr iate , the whole of that un
happy countr y i s in a s tate f ast verging on anarchy; ther e 
appears indeed to be no remedy for the evils which aff lict 
it , except the establishment of a strong centra l Govern
ment , armed with despotic powers . 

We have just got all the apples in, 
the crop is immense , a nd the quality fine . As for pears 
they are wasting on the t rees , as we have no where to put 
them and they don ' t keep l ong; so they are fed of[f] t o 
the Cows , and conver ted i nto butter. The weather con
tinues fine frosty ni ghts and clear days , have succeeded 
each ot her for the last ten days . The garden i s not yet 
str ipt of its beauty, the s tocks rose s and ot her hardy 
f lowers are s t ill in bl oom , quite enough to furnish a 
to l er abl e bouquet . 

The M9Donalds r eturned by t he same 
s teamer, that br ought s i s ter Agnes. MTS MCDonald i s 
suffering f r om t he f atigues of the voyage, but the chil 
dren are all well. I saw Flor a the other day; she has 
shot up into a tall graceful girl , and appeared glad to 
see me again. You make no mention in your letter s , of 
her visjt , to Lansdown House to see you . I have had a 
whole host of enquiries af ter you, by your friends here. 
Miss Pi nder i s well , and I may say as much, of May Elliot , 
and of many other s . 

PR 1428 - James Douglas family fonds 
MS 0776- Correspondence (B/40/4A) 



2. 

The Metchosen Church is to be consecrated 
on Thursday next, and I purpose attending the ceremonial 
which will be imposing . 

21!t octr 

I have just received your brief but agreeable let t er to 
Mamma , dated 2ot h Septr It is so pleasant to hear of 
your welfare: Mamma is delighted. The cap you sent her, 
never came to hand, and I f ancy will never make its 
appearance , having probably become t he prey of some Custom 
House Harpy. Goods of any kind sub j ect to ~he ~aymeft~ el 
duty, cannot be sent through the Post, being, in that 
case , subject to seizure, exactly a s smuggl ed goods would 
be. I have sent Amy your letter f or her , which wa s en
closed in mi ne . 

I am glad to learn that you have received 
my letter of 24~h May. Have you received all my other 
letters? if so you have not acknowledged them. I always 
wish to hear i f my letters have reached you. Pr ay be 
very particular, in doing so hereafter. Now you dear 
little t hing what more shall I say to amuse or prove my 
sincere affection for you. By the Bye I send you t he 
"Weekly Standard". You wi ll see a new word there namely 
"Cassiar" which i s the name bestowed upon t he New Gold 
diggings on Stikine River. The or i gin of the word is un
known to me, but I suppose it is the Native name of t he 
place . I have r eceived a letter from Mr Dallasi he regrets 
you did not go to Dunain f or the mi dsummer holidays . If 
you thi nk it safe to make the journey al one you are at 
liberty to go t here f or Christmas . Of course , I have no 
wish to confine you all the time at s chool. I wi sh I were 
at home, to make the journey with you 

Mamma sends you her dearest l ove and best 
wishes for your health and welfare , Alice unites in these 
tokens of affection. Ellen attends the Nuns school, and 
is a rema[ r l kably quick child. Dolly is also a pupil there. 
I hope the Photographic views of B.C. objects and scenery , 
which I sent on the 26~h of Septr, will r each you safely. 
I am sure they will be much admired . May God ever bless 
and preserve you 
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My dearest child 
Your lovi ng Father 

JAMES DOUGLAS 
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Victoria V.I. 24t h Octr 1873 

Ky dearest Martha . 

My last letter left this the day before 
yesterday. The weather is beautiful , frosty nights and 
clear bright warm days . Yesterday we , ie Alice , Amy, 
James and self, drove out to Metchosen, to witness the 
consecration of the Church , whi ch wa s numerously attended 
and on the whol e a most i mpres sive ceremonial. There was 
a collection after s ervice , whi ch yi e l ded a sum equal to 
the pr ice of a new Harmonium for the church , besides the 
pr oceeds of a very nice l uncheon which was spread for 
t he guests in the school room at 3 shillings a piece . 
Every t hing was good, and t he cool , crisp air gave a 
zest t o t he appetite. Alice eat [si c] nothingi but I made 
an enormous meal , and ye t r ose hungry from tab e . Annie 
and MfS Rhodes were pr esent and other members of St 
Johns choir, who conducted t he singing which was rea lly 
very good . The Bishop vr Gribbell and NT Sutton chaplain 
of the "Repul se" who preached the sermon were present , 
and conducted t he services . Mr and JG'S Drake , Pearse , 
and all the farmers in the neighbourhood gra~~d the 
occasion with thei r presence and made •~e-eee~s!eft a very 
nice reunion. Yetchosen l ooked its best, the beautiful 
slopes, the richly tinted f oliage, t he bright clear 
sky, the war m sunshine, the glassy smooth sea , and the 
grand mountains i n the distance, f ormed a combination of 
i ndescr ibable beauty. I f elt an exhil aration [ sic] of 
mind, which l ed me to wander away through the woods 
towar ds the "white cliffs" bor dering the sea , f rom whence 
I contemplated its placid waters wi th delight . So much 
wa s I i mpr essed with the scene that I almost r egrett ed 
our home wa s not there; that feeling however soon wore 
off and my l ove for dear James Bay revi ved . It was after 
sunset when we got home , afieP and closed a most enjoy
able day. It is reported this morning that gold has been 
discovered on a River flowing i nto Barclay Sound , and that 
very f ine specimens have been brourht into town. Whether 
true or not I cannot say. I give you the report for what 
it i s wor th. 

Saturday 25~h Octr 

Clear, bright, warm day . The Prince Alfred arrived with 
a number of passengers , and no letters from you It being 
a common sayi ng , that no news is good news; I shall 
pr esume t hat you are in per fect health , and go on wi th 
my letter . Mamma drove out yesterday with Alice , paying 
visits . v.rs Finlayson expressed her delight at a l etter. 
and a photograph she lately recei ved from you; Mamma 
says it is a stri king likeness of you. MfS Jones is in 
better health vrs Work is r ather poorly, but in great 
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spirits. Annie and Mary Finlayson send their love and 
will soon write and speak f or themselves . I have just 
been out for a long drive , r ound by the Uplands, Mount 
Tolmie, passed King 's t owards Mount Douglas and home by 
the middle r oad . Dolly and Ellen honoured me wi th their 
company, a f f ording grea t amusement by thei r innocent re
marks . It was a pleasant drive. The children pressed 
me to hurry home , as they wished to make a batch of 
t aphy. [ sic ) On reach ing home, however they wi shed to 
go out againi but I declined the invitation as I thought 
we had been ra r enough. 

Monday 27~h Octr 

I will now close as the Mai l leaves today. The weather 
continues f ine; the apples are in s tore , yet t he r ooks 
are about , pity you are not here, with bow and arrow, to 
drive them off to their f or est homes. Mamma sends you 
her love and kisses all here unite with me i n l ove and 
best wishes . Write often and tell me about every ( t hing] 
you are learning and doing . I l ong t o hear, all about 
you. My dearest Martha Your l oving Father 

(Endorsed ] Answer ed 
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Victoria V.I. 4~h Novr 1873 

My dearest Martha 

Another of your dear letters has come 
to hand, dated 27th Septf You compl ain of having no 
news when the best tidings, you can give me about 
yourself, your thoughts your sayings and dolngs , your 
occupati ons and s tudies , your devotions and the state of 
your mind towards God , if you l ove him daily more and 
serve Him better , than youever di d befor e , wi th these 
and other personal details , you can never want for matter , 
that is interesting to me . Do you ever get angry now, 
or is your temper under the exercise of a perfect controul. 
[sic ] When the mind is assailed with evil or revengef ul 
t houghts! I always have r ecourse to pr ayer that He who 
knows a l the thoughts of the hearts of men , may purify 
them by the i nspi ration of His Holy Spirit , that we may 
perfectly l ove and worthily magnify His Holy Name, and 
I may tell f or your encouragement , that I never pray so 
in vain. I feel strengthened refreshed and relieved from 
every embitter ed t hought . Follow the same course, my 
dear chi ld , and you will reap the benifit . [sicl 

Mamma s lett er is not yet forthcoming, 
we cannot i nduce her to take pen in hand . She reads a 
great deal , takes plenty of exercise 7 ha s a good a ppetite 
and altogether enjoys excellent health . She i s always 
thi nki ng about you, and looking forwa r d joyfully to your 
return. 

Alice left us this morning t o spend a 
week or two with her sister at New Westminst er. 

For the last three weeks, we have had 
pleasant dry weather; but a change is now impending , with 
every appear ance of rain, which is desirable on account 
of the farmers , who cannot get on with their pl oughi ng, 
until the ground is loosened, by copious showers . The 
square in front of the Colonial Office is to be deeply 
pl oughed and fenced in with a neat r ailing. It will t hen 
be planted with ornamental trees and shrubs and laid out 
as a lawn. This wi ll greatly improve its appear ance , 
and present a fine object to people enter ing the harbour. 
How sad for poor MrS ~Donald to lose both her sisters, 
and so soon, the one after the ot her. She has our sin
cerest sympathy. 

James is now s tudying law with Mf 
MCCreight; if he s ticks to it, he shall have every chance 
of rising in the profession. 
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I am glad you have been to Gunters it is a classica l 
spot . You are right in shunning ale a nd 0 orter , I 
seldom or ever taste either . Take a little Claret if 
necessary for your health , but avoid the habit of us i ng 
any t hing but water as a dri nk. As a rule alcoholic 
liquors, impair health . I have given up their use 
enti rely and my health wa s never better. Tiplers are my 
aversion. 

I will give Aunts Sarah and Jane your l ove, and send you 
the address of the Finl ayson boys . 

Cousin Young's address is 
Kingston 

Jamaica 
Bri t ish West Indies . 

but they are soon going to Demarara probably about 
February next , however in the meantime address Jamaica , 
and if they have left the letters will be sent after them. 

Novr 5 
The Philharmonic Hall, a f i ne building 

lately erected on Fort Street , next to Davis' cattle 
market , is now open to the public Vivian, will appear 
there t oni ght, wit h a "parlour ent erta inment" , "the 
sneaki ng hand", "the celebrated pianist" , the fav?urite 
Soprano" , "and t he Young Tenor , Robustorr; wi th such 
attr~ ctions he cannot fail , I should think, to draw a 
ful l House . The upper story of t he Hall , is used as a 
skating Rink; so tha t every p3rt of i t is ut ilized, by 
the enterprisi ng Pr oorietor Pr ofes sor Scha f f er. The Flag 
shin "Repulse" left yesterday f or t he sou t h and wi ll 
not return t i ll the spring of 1875, by which time I hope 
the Rail roa d wi ll be f a irly started . 

We are now in hourly expectation of 
hea ring how Si r John MCDonalds Ministry are faring at 
Ottawa , if the want of confidence vote is carried against 
them by the Grits , Sir John will have to resi?n, and 
there will be no end of trouble and delay, about the 
construction of the Railway. The Grits , as the opposition 
faction is termed are a low set, and n othing good i s to 
be expected from them. 

The weather is showery mild and pleasant . 
The leaves are richly tinted with yellow and purple but 
falling fa st; I have still some f ine flowers in the 
garden, and many roses . Dolly has taken cold and is not 
very well today. Amy and all the other members of the 
family are in good health . 
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I must now close and post my l etter , 
t hough I could go on chatting with you all day. 
Mamma's tenderest love she hones to see you, bef ore 
another year is out . James unites with me in l ove and 
best wi shes . 

Where are you t o uass the Xmas holiday. 

In writing tell me all about yourself 
May t he Lord bl ess , and preserve you 
My dea rest child Yr l oving Father 

JAMES DOUGLAS 

[Endorsed] Answered 
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Victoria V. I . 10 Novr 1873 

My dearest Martha 

I had just done posting, my letter of 
t~fi 4 & ? Novr when, we had the pleasure of yours of 
4 Octf I perceive a marked i mprovement in your s tyle ,-
a greater variety a nd better choice of words; --clearer, 
and more expressive phra ses. You are now reapi ng the 
benifit of your prol onged stay in Engl and. 

There is no deception about the Cassiar 
gold diggi ngs; ever y mi ner brings his pile of dust; not 
one "dead broke" digger, ha s yet arr i ved here . There 
will be a great r ush of men in the spring . MT Richardson 
confirms the previous reports of the wealth of Iron ore, 
and lime on Texada Island . What pleasant rambles you 
must have , and then the stores of berries !! ! why it ~e 
must be delightful eveft and then the delicious tarts; 
posi tively enchanting even to hea r of such good thi ngs. 
We are so glad to hear t ha t you are stronger and less 
subject to take cold , and tha t your genera l hea lth is so 
good . I t old Amy about the music , you sent by MT Nathan 
and she is t hankful for your ki ndness . The ot her en
quiries in your letter I have reolied to in my former 
communica tions, and wi ll not now repeat. 

I met MT Hamley yesterday a s I was 
taking a stroll on Beacon Hill . He is much exercised 
about the recent Custom House appointments . The people 
who correspond off i cially with him, from Ottawa , he says 
cannot spell even common English words correctly. He is 
in despair; being a lso affraid ( sic] that t he Cassiar 
trade wil l all go to Portland. You see we have all our 
troubles in this world. 

Your rea son for not joini ng your sister 
at Dunain, during the holidays, is good and sufficient 
I wish MT Dallas had taken you under his own care , in 
one of his~equent trips to and from London and Scotland 
It would not ma tter much , if the chance occurr ed, a few 
days beforei or after the regular ho l liday [sic] time , 
i t would on y be a few days lost or ga ined , and you would 
travel comfortably. 

The Pr i nce Alfred arr ived t hi s morni ng, 
wi t hout the Engl i sh Mail . I hea r Amy's voice up s tai r s 
with Mamma, full of fun and chatty as usual , she thinks 
now, she would rather like a trip t o Engl a nd, and I 
sincerely wish, she coul d be gratif i ed . It would be 
rather hard for the poor Doctor and Dolly, were she t o 
leave home at present; but it woul d be t o her advantage . 
The weather i s now beautifully clea r and warm for the 
season; winter must soon however come now 
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MT Lowenberg has been selling more of my property; the 
last sale is a town lot in Johnson 's street--70 feet 
fronta ge for which he received 4500 dollars, a good 
price; I intend investing the proceeds so a s to yield 
as l a rge and a more tangible income than did the land. 

I have not seen MfS Nicholls for some 
time past; a s I don 't often travel through her part of 
the town. 

MfS Elliot is still ailing , she called 
with May a few days ago, but I was not at home. 

Mamma James and Amy send you their l ove; 
trusting you will write often and tell them all about 
yourself. Give my love to Jane and all her dea r ones-
to the Misses Bushby and to yrs Green if you ever write 
to her . I have not yet got the address of the Finlayson 
boys I will send it hereafter. Now Good bye--
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My dearest Martha Your l oving Father 
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Victoria 17~h Novr 1873 

My dearest Martha 

My last was dated lO~h Novr since which 
I have not heard from you. Time is passing away; we are 
now withi n a month of Christmas when your presence will 
be great l y missed . You may be as hapny where you are, 
but we should so much like to see you here. I wish you 
a happy and profitable Christmas and many returns of 
the season. The weather continues mild, with occasional 
rains . Today is qui te s pring like and I am having the 
garden orchard, all deeply turned up with the plough. 
Mt Grahame is to leave today, for London , being called 
home by Telegram, to meet the Directors of the Hudsons 
Bay Col I wil l ask him to call and see you. 

Sister Agnes is stayi ng at New West
minster, and is pining after her little girls , whom she 
greatly misses though satisfied she did for the best by 
leaving them with their kind Aunts in England . Alice 
lately returned from New Westr after a brief vis it to 
her sister. Ellen attends the Nuns s chool; she is very 
quick and is the most restless child I ever saw. It is 
impossible to keep her quiet , for ten minutes together 
even in my stern presence. She is in perfect health-
suffering neither from colds nor other complaints 

Al ice lives very retired , we hardly 
know she is in the house. 

Miss Wylly is ful l of enquiries about 
you, and hopes to see you soon. Would you like to extend 
your residence in England to three years, if so I will 
yield to your wishes; but if not I mus t take steps to 
send for or go myself to bring you home . Let me know, 
when you write, whi ch you consider the better course . 
The pr esent time is all important to you, for there will 
be no more school after your return to Victoria . Therefore, 
make the best of the present time, and acquire a l l the 
useful knowledge , that i s pos sible . 

Where will you spend the Christmas holi
days this year ; I hope you may be able to ~oin your s i s t er 
at Dunain. We stil l continue our daily drives , about the 
country, the r oads being firm and hard~y with very litt le 
mud . Such of the trees as retain their leaves are 
beautifully tinted with purple and yellow, making the 
views exceedi ngly attractive--Autumn is indeed a delight
ful season, to me possess ing an indiscribable charm. I 
write in haste to save the Mail, you must therefor e over
look the brevity of this epistl e and fancy all the kind 
and tender things I wish to say. Dear Mamma and Alice 's 
l ove and kindest wishes MY l ove to dea r Jane and her 
dear ones. 

dearest child 
May God bless and preserve you my 

Your ever loving Father 
JAMES DOUG LAS 
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Victoria V. I. 23d Nov! 1873 

My dearest Mar tha 

Your wtlcome letter of t he 18~h Oct!, 
came to hand on the 21~ Ins~ Oh , how f a r apart a re the 
lines with so much to say, why not turn the paper to 
the best account by writing a little cl oser . So t he 
r ose from Mamma, retained its sweetness , even after the 
l ong j ourney She wa s delighted , t o hear it . Your 
account of t he Clever Conj uror you saw a t t he Egyptian 
Hall, i s amusi ng. There was no s piritual agency about 
the feat; it wa s a mere trick, eff ected by slight [ sic] 
of hand; or in other words, which I once heard from a 
noted Conjuror liee, "my hands sir, are qui cker than your 
eyes" and on that r api d manipulati on my success depends . 
The poor spirits Sir have nothi ng to do with it . These 
slight of hand men, are so quick and clever , that they may 
easily puzzle the uninitiated . I have just received a 
line from Alick, mentioni ng that you were t o spend the 
Christmas holidays , with your sist er at Dunain. I am 
glad it is so , for I wi sh you to see a great dea l of your 
fr i ends , whi le you are near them. 

Miss Wylly and MfS Raymur [? ] called the 
other day. MfS R. told me tha t Cecilia Wallace had 
lately rece i ved a letter f r om you. Oh yes , I remarked 
Martha wri tes to many of her young friends here . Well 
says MrS R. of course Miss Douglas, wishes to hear all 
the gossip 1 and she gets it all from them. I wa s about 
to reply f or Miss Douglas, to the effect t hat she never 
cared for goss i p, when Mi ss Wylly chi med in, wel l Sir 
James I never write gossip to Martha . Wha t an idea ~s 
R. has f ormed concerning young lady friendships. Disa
greeable t his , is it not . We have later i ntelligence 
from "Cassiar" , confirmatory of former reports , of the 
weal t h of the new diggings . A ship has just sailed wi th 
a full ca r go , of Vancouver Isl and produce , the f irst 
di r ect shipment of the kind t o Engl and , except the HBCoYS 
ships . Thi s is a subj ect of gra tulation to t he whole 
Colony. The good ship was followed from the wharf, by 
l oud cheers from the spectators. Dear litt le Annie 
Rhodes ' engagement has been broken off , by the f aithless 
swa in. She bears the calamity with great f i rmness . It 
is the best thing that could [happen] to her. I never 
thought the engagement , was a wise step; with poverty on 
both s i des, it promised happiness to neither party. 
24~h Novr Your dear letter of 25th Octr arrived this 
morning , and I have been readi ng it over , ~e with Mamma , 
who is overjoyed to hea r of your welfare . I am glad you 
liked t he Phot ographs , t hey are really well executed , and 
have a meri t as pictur es, independently, of the interest 
one t akes in the scenery, they so truthfull y de lineate . 
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I shall send you a fresh supply--when I can get t hem. 
How kind the Bushby ' s are to my litt le Daughter . Pray 
t hank them for me with my love and best wi shes. The 
Comic Concert, must have been an amusing affa ir; I 
shoul d have liked it i mmensely. Dore s pi ctures a r e a 
t reat to comei the subject of the new picture is a t ouch
i ng one . My ove t o dear Sist er Jane , Wifey, Rupert and 
all the l i ttle ones; in which Mamma a nd Alice uni te . I 
encl ose a monthly rose and rose bud from Mamma . I 
could still make you a bouquet from t he flowers i n the 
ga r den still i n bl oom if you were withi n r each. Aga i n 
adieu my litt l e dea r . May God i n hi s mercy, bless and 
preserve you 

My dearest Martha Your l ovi ng Father 

JAMES DOUG LAS 

(Endorsed] Answered 
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Victoria v. r. 27~h Novr 1873 

My dear est Martha 

The Prince Alfred left yesterday with 
my l a st letter t o you I met Mr s Nicholls & son t he other 
day at Hibben ' s . She was ful l of enquiries about you7 which I satisfied and gave he r your love. She has not 
been wel l of late , and requires rest , her son though well 
is out of employment , having through ill health l ost hi s 
situati on as Telegraph manager at Olympia , which i s a 
cause of anxiety to her . He is a fine steady young man, 
and will I suppose soon find another situa t ion. MfS 
Nicholls a l so told me t hat you were a great favourit e 
at school , which i s very gr a tif ying t o me , and Mamma 
I happened to see MfS Billings yesterday she was en
quiring particularly about Miss Douglas and when she wa s 
coming home , and seemed disappointed when I tol d her , you 
would not be here ti l l next year . Her litt l e boy she 
added was al ways asking about you, and enquiri ng , when 
you were coming she is such a favourite of his . This 
is I suppose the little Tartar, who was such a trial of 
patience at the Sabbath school. Your labour has evidently 
not been thrown away, a proof tha t "Mini ster)ng Children" 
can do good , much , much good . What have you done with 
that excellent little work "Mini ster ing Children" . 

We have bought a new horse for James ' 
use , a pr et ty bay, gentle and well trained for riding 
or harness and quite up to my weight , when I wish a good 
mount . I have put down a few more f ruit trees , for you, 
the "Douglas Pr i nce" cherr y, and two new varieties of 
Plums , the " golden drop" and "Egg Plum" 28~h 
Mt Hamley and Marcus Smith dined with us last night. 
They enjoyed themselves greatl y, appearing very happy. 
It wa s a nice party , the dinner good . There was a t ouch 
of frost last night ; winter is at hand , every t hing must 
be made snug, for coming s torms. 

30~h Novr Advent Sunday 

A very good sermon t oday, by the Very Revd Dean, in aid 
of the Diocesan Society, as the instrument of spreading 
the knowledge of t he Gospel and adding to the Church of 
God . The seat of Gods pr aises is in the Church . The 
l i ttle return of pr a ise God r eceives from this world is 
from the Church , a sacred Society, constituted for the 
gl ory of God , every member of which is to concur, in 
pra ising God . The Mediator of t hese pr a ises is Jesus 
Christ . All Gods gifts come from Him to us , through 
Christ , and t hr ough Him all our praises pass from us to 
HiM God . Let us pr ay that our hea r t s may become the 
thr one and temple of the Lor d , Jesus , that we may enjoy 
his pr esence , experience his conso l ati0ns , become mo re 
entirely devoted to his service and fru1tful in good 
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works. These are i mpr essive words; ponder them my dear 
chi ld in your heart . 

Four inches of loose snow cover t he ground t his eveni ng , 
we have had showers of snow all day, I have just re
t urned from a stroll to Beacon Hill, wi t h Helen, all 
through the snow It was most enjoyabl e , and not at all 
cold . 

2d Deer 

Clear, cola weather, l ovely sky and bri ght sunshi ne . The 
trees and fields look charming i n their pure , whi te 
mant le of snow. I am just going to post t his, and after
wards for a l ong walk into the country; t his being just 
t he wea ther for exercise, in the open air. My health is, 
thank God , very good . My love to dear Jane , Wifey, 
Rupert, and all the dear little ones. Mamma's warmest 
l ove . May God bless you My dearest Martha 

Your l oving Father 

[Endorsed ] Answered 
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Master Jno . Finlayson 
Br acondale School 

Norwi ch 

My dearest Martha 

Victoria v. r. 4~h Deer 1873 

The weather continues cold and bright 
freezi ng hard yet wa rm i n the sun. Skating is now all 
the f a shion; Harr is ' pond is alive wi th mer ry skaters. 
Mr Finla yson has just call ed , and put all my ideas to 
fli ght . I asked him , for his boy ' s addr ess , which you 
will find at the commencement of this sheet . MrS 
Finlayson and ~amilr, are all well, and send you their 
l ove. 8~ Deer The weather , wa s milder on Satur da y 
and yesterday was pleasant . The snow is fast di sappear
ing , t hough still freezing at ni ght . The day before 
yester day, I drove r ound by the "Thames" with Alice and 
El len , and had a pleasant turn, the air wa s however, 
rather fresh and chilly, except i n those parts of the 
road whi ch were sheltered from t he wind. 

I have not sent you a paper t his week; 
in neither of them is there any thing of interest; except 
t he unti ring bickeri ngs of the riva l editors , now carried 
on to a disgusting extent . 

James is again compla i ning about t he 
pa in in the ankle , which does not prevent his skating : 
he also went to "Schaffers" assembly room a few evenings 
ago ; not so bad for a s i ck man. He is assiduously pur
suj ng h i s studies wi t h MCC r eight , and reads histor y 
cl osely , for general information. I have gi ven orders 
for t he new cr oquet lawn, to be execut ed by Mitchel and 
Johnsoni it will therefor e be the correct thing . 9t h Deer 
By the ~rince Alfred which arrived thi s morning we have 
received your letter to Mamma 1 dated 1 Novr and an en
closure for Amy, which I immediately sent to her. The 
Boil on your neck , is I hope discharged , and will have 
a good effect on your general health. The Worcester Park 
post mark on your letter to Mamma is 7~h Novr so you must 
have kept it by you for nearly a week after it was wri tten. 
How very naught y of you , not t o add a postscr ip with the 
l atest intell igence. I wrote lately about MrS Nicholls , 
and there i s no t hing new to add. I have just been r eading 
over your letter with Mamma; she is delighted to hear of 
your welfare , and sends all manner of l ove and good 
wishes : Her letter i s l ong of coming , and I fear the 
photo will be not less dilatory; but my dear Martha, l ive 
on in hope . Agnes is well and is to be down t his week 
for Christmas . There will be noise enough, when the three 
youngsters meet together;--one is bad enough , but t hree 
wi ll be overpower i ng. 

How does it hap~en, t hat none of my 
l etters are acknowledged, in your last , I f ancy more than 
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one must have reached you, since last you wrote . I love 
to have my letters t o you , caref ul ly advised as somethi ng 
valuable . The sharp clear , dr y weather continues; the 
flowers are all gone--and winter, stern cold winter 
fai rly set i n . The new Post Offi ce , a pretensious 
building! f a ced with Freestone from ~anaimo , is finished 
externa l y7 and is a great ornament t o Government Street , 
on whjch it is situa ted. The custom House is to be 
erected, near the water at the lower end of Fort Street . 
It will be fini shed , in the coming year . 

I have just heard f rom Amy, that she 
has r eceived the music you sent by MT Nathan. Young 
Raymur arrived by the Prince Alfr ed , to the delight of 
his doting Mamma. The trip has i mproved him, in mind 
and manners . MT Hamley is starting an equipage say a 
one horse buggy. He ha s sold "Lady Jane " she br ought t he 
magnifi cent sum of £2~ !!! Be sure and gi ve my best l ove 
to dea r Jane , Wifey and all · t he chi l dren. Pr ay tell wr 
Dallas , for I fancy I forgot to do so in my last l etter 
to hjm, to buy a Chris t mas gift for the children, and 
present it to them in my name. Mammas l ove , to you all. 
Bless you, my dear Child Your l oving Father 

[Endorsed] Answered 
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Victoria V.I . 3 Janf 1874 

My dear Martha 

What a long time, since we heard from 
you; and your last letter, l ike the Barmecides feast , 
wa s arrayed with empty platters , so brief ,--the l ines 
so far apart; and it sa id so little about your own say
ings and doings , that i t only awakened a desire t o know 
somethi ng more about your own dea r self. The holidays 
are past and gone aft~ its amenities and gaieties are 
numbered among t hings of tl:e past . We had our usual 
Christmas dinner, whereat you were greatly missed; other
wise a very pleasant time: the streets of Victoria were 
not so gaily decked with green, as in past years , yet 
there was the usual bustle and activit y about the holiday 
shops; toys and cakes being in general demand . The calls 
on the First lasted from 10 o ' cl ock till dewy eve . I 
was thoroughly tired out and glad when the reception came 
to an end . The weather was mild and pleasant, more like a 
day in spring, than a day in mid winter. Mamma was 
nicely go t up, and won all hearts by her kindness and 
geni ality. 

Arthur and Agnes are both here and in 
excellent health . George did hi s part in keeping up the 
noise if not the mirth of Christmas . Ellen was not a 
whit behind Geor ge in noisy romps . Madam Blum gave a 
party the other ni ght; our people all attended , except 
Mamma and I , who kept solitary house together . Madam 
played the host, with the most charming grace to the ad
mira tion of the guests . Your sisters were del ight ed with 
their entertainment 

danced 
Last night, Dr Helmcken received . Agnes 

like a child of 15, as lightly and as merrily. 

There is a change of weather comi ng; last 
night, it froze hard, and now ~~e snow is falling fast 
and furious , the air being mild wi t hout wind . I had a 
l ong walk up For t to Moss street then through Fairfield 
and home by Humbolt Street . It wa s snowing all the time , 
and though all alone I enjoyed it greatly. Yesterday I 
drove Alice to Craigfl ower , crossed the Br idge , & home 
by the Gorge , a drive whi ch you missed by being away from 
home . 5 Janf 
Agnes and Arthur are seated near me, while I am writing; 
the former des ires me to send her love and to say that 
she wil l write you when she gets back t o Ne" Westmi nster 
and tell you all about the Christmas festivitie s . A 
very amusing t a le it wi l l no doubt be; i f given in sisters 
best manner. 
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s~h Janr 

I have been much engaged of late and rather idl e perha ps , 
so have not continued my letter , with the usual indus
try. The foreign corresnondent , must also , I fear , plead 
guilty to the same indictment; it is so l ong , so very 
l ong 1 since our last advices f r om her . The North Pacific 
and ~he Pr ince Alfred, being both expected in today, I 
confidently l ook for letters by the one , if not by both. 

Arthur and Agnes left yesterday for their home , at New 
Westmi nster , in excellent health . The weather is mi ld 
and stormy, overcast and altogether with a desola t e as
pect; yet I feel no depression of mindi· such weather has 
its peculiar charm for me . I have no ongings for cl ear 
skies and a bright sun; t hese wi l l come in thei r sea son, 
and be rendered more enjoyable by t heir temporary pr i 
vation. I am , in fact , happy and contented; my joy, 
coming from above, is not darkened, no r my sun obscured 
by overshadowing clouds . 

2 o ' clock P. M. 
The North Pacific has come but brought 

no letters for me . Shall I l ecture the foreign cor res
pondent? Dear Amy has a bad col d and keeps her bed today. 
The poor child has been over exer t i ng her strength , in 
the holiday oastimes . Such are the fatigues of pleasure 

9~h January 

Amy is rather better today; and will I trust be well in 
a few days . 

Last night was the Sunday school treat; 
there was a large gathering and much en joyment to t he 
children. Ellen wa s rewar ded wi th a little picture from 
the Christmas Tree , and Dolly a t oy Musket !!! to scare 
the Rooks I suppose. 

Ang has just brought your two let t ers, 
of 28~h Nov~ and ?~n Dec~ brought this morning by the 
Prince Al fred . These have r elieved our anxiety , on your 
account , and the f oreign correspondent , from the charge 
of neglect . I have been reading them over with Mamma , 
who devoured your kisses. Dear good Mamma is always so 
delighted to he~r from you; tha t she cannot rest, when 
the Mail comes in until we have sent to the Post office 
t o enqui re about l etter s . The let t er for Alice , enclosed 
with mine I have duly delivered . Poor Good is taking a 
very stupld course , with his boys- -There is no alternative 
however, so let him have his own way. I suppose you are 
now with your sister at Dunain enjoying the holj day times. 
What a merry house you will make wi th all the little ones 
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about you. 

I must write to Wifey soon, the dear child is I hear grown 
out of all knowledge ; so I fancy must also Ruper t and 
Douglas , be grown up into youthful giants. Give them and 
dea r sister Jane, my warmest love and best wishes. 

10~h Janl 

Amy is much better today. I will write hereafter , about 
your return home . The Saunders are coming back in July 
which would be too soon for you. The Pembertons will 
probably return at a later date and I will write to Mf 
Pemberton about you. I should l ike to take a turn home 
myself , if health permits, and I do not like to relinquish 
that idea , until the last moment . I will think over your 
request in your letter to Alice about spending some time 
in France and give you my decision hereafter. 

The Mail leaves today, and hardly gives time for mature 
thought or reflection 

with Alice 
The weather is fine, and I am going outJ 

for a long drive, in the direction of Rosebank. 

Your friends are all well and send 
their love , especially dear good Miss Wyllie . Our good 
worthy Dean, is taking a course I do not exactly approve, 
in opposition to the Bishon, which may give rise to 
serious, misunderstandings in the Church , and be a cause 
of grief to the gR~PeA congregation. Mamma is in very 
good health and moves about with her usual activity, be
lieving that not hing would go on prosperously without her 
cl ose attendance . She sends you her l ove , and also Alice 
and James . That idle boy has, I fear , not written to you 
lately. May God bless you my dear Child, and direct a l l 
your ways, is the fervent prayer of Your l ovi ng Father 

[Endorsedl Answered 
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Victoria 19~h Janf 1874 

My dear litt le Martha 

My letters to you , have not , of l ate, 
been so frequent , as during t he summer months; the r oute 
by 0 ugets Sound , overland to Ca lifornia, not being 
safe, in stormy wea ther , and the 0 rince Alfred , leaving 
this only once a fortni ght . My thought s are not the less 
occupied about you, I l ove you not the less dearly, and 
I l ong to see you again. Wi th Gods help, t ha t wi ll be 
thi s coming summer . I f a ncy you are now about leaving 
Dunain , on your return to s chool. I wi sh I could once 
more see dea r Jane and all her littl e ones. They would 
hardly know me now and except by the family likeness , 
I might not recognize them. The weather has been stormy 
f or some days past but it is not cold , and the grass is 
still green. At Yale and along t he Fraser , the weather 
has been more s evere. Two feet of snow are reported at 
Yale, but the Ri ver is still open. 

I am glad to hear that the Photos are 
so much admired . I shall t ry and get some more f or you, 
of other views in B.c., though I fancy my last , remi t tance 
nearly exhausted the s tock i n town. I am now engaged i n 
the perusal of Cassells French and Prussian war, a work 
of rare merit , full of interest , infinitel y more so, than 
any mere work of fiction . How f or cibly it portrays , the 
horrors of war , the evils of ambition, and t he supreme 
bl essings which pea ce and security confere on nations . 
It is too full of harrowing scenes , for you to read 

23g JanY 

The weather is now colder- -and the ground covered with 
snow, so that the litt le birds are forced , by hunger , to 
come about the house, for their dai ly crumbs . There was 
a large pa rty, l a st night at the Finlaysons , Alice , Amy 
and James a ttended . It was very enjoyabl e and went off 
with grea t eclat . 

At the same time an atrocious attack was 
made on MT Forwemaftman while seated at dinner with his 
family, by his son in l aw, which it i s feared wi ll t er 
minate f atally. I send you a newspa per , which contains 
the painful details , as I do not wi sh t o enter upon them 
here. What a misfortune it i s for poor Jane . I feel 
greatly distressed about it . The wretched a s sassin i s 
in gaol, awaiting the punishment of his crime . 

You will also find an account of the 
shipping casualties, in the storm of last Sunday, in the 

• 
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same paper, fortunately no lives were l ost , though there 
is much l os s of property . 

4 p . 'M. 

We have just been out f or a jol ly slei gh ride Jim driving 
two in hand , "Punch" and "Dick" , the new steed . They go 
beaut i fully together. Alice and Ellen were of the party, 
and t horoughly enjoyed the drive . The snow lies about 
five inches dee p but I fancy, will not endure , as t he 
a i r i s mild . MT Forman died today, an evettdepl or ed by 
the whole community, who deeply simpathi se [ sic] wi th the 
bereaved widow and family. 

24~h JanY 

The Pri nce Alfred has just ar rived and t here are no 
letters f rom you . I suppose you are down in the frozen 
north , under the rule of the stern "Ice King", beyond the 
sway of the "sweet south wind". 

We are a ll in good health . 
you no end of l ove and kisses as also Al i ce 
t hey are l ongi ng to see you again. My love 
and t he l itt l e ones. May God in his mercy, 
kee p you. 

Mamma sends 
and Helen. 
to dear Jane 
bless and 

My dearestChild Your loving Father 

JAMES DOUGLAS 

[Endorsed ] Answered 
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Victoria V.I. 27~h Janf 1874 

My dearest Martha 

I have just been reading an account of 
the great storm, in Engl and, of 16ih Deer The number 
of 11 ves l ost, and the great distruction ( sic] .of pro
perty was lamentable. In our dear little Island , the 
weather, was then calm and pleasant . W~ had a very 
severe storm of wind and rain on the 18rh of this month, the I 
force of the wind was tremendous , exceedi ng in violence , 
any thi ng I remember here . No damage of a more serious 
kind , than the uproot i ng of trees and fences, have been 
reported , though there may have occurred casualties at 
sea of which nothing is yet known. Letters from the 
Helmcken boys were received by the Pr ince Alfred later 
than any we have from you--they mention your having a 
severe cold , with an attack of bronchitis which gives us 
much uneasiness and increases our desire to hear from you 

29~h Janf 

Wet, stormy weather; extremely mild the hill sides green, 
and temperature pleasant . We drove out yesterday after
noon, by the Brunside road and home by the Gor ge; 
through which the waters of the inner Basin were rush-
ing out with tremendous force, forming a regular cataract 
into the outer basin. I stood watching it for some time 
from the bridge , the fall and the fury of the s truggling 
waters being a s ight worth seeing . I never saw the pl ace 
in its glory before . Some enterprising person has just 
finished a house of entertainment i mmediately at the 
bridge , trusti ng to its being a place of resort , for 
public in the summer months . 

Alice, who was wi th me enjoyed the 
drive, she is now stronger and i n better health than 
she was, on arrival from England, and as for Helen she 
is as active and healthy as any child can be . 

Amy is quite recovered from her illness , 
and is going about as usual. 30~h Janf 
The North Pacific a r rived yester day1 b~t still no letters 
from you. Your last letter is dated 5i h Deer nearly two 
months ago . What a time to wait . The Bi shop called 
yesterday, and we had a long conversation about Alice . 
We both heartily desire she should be reconciled to her 
husband but I fear the wish is vain. What a pai nful 
subject for me to dwell upon. I trust God will change 
her heart in his own good time , and pr oduce in her a 
better state of mind . 
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A fine br i ght mor ni ng; the first month of t he year is 
past and gone . Wha t mercies we have received, my Gracious 
God is ever pr esent , as a help in the time of trouble 
and I trust so it i s wi th you. He will save and direct 
you 7 while you seek him with a perfect heart. I have 
just bought a new Gold pen with silver mount ed handle , 
and am now writing wi t h it. Do you t hink it improves my 
hand? 

We are getting ahead with the garden work , 
the whole surface is now nearly turned up, and t oday we 
are goi ng to put early vegetabl es such a(s] pea se and cress , 
i n t he ground. 

3d Febl 

Have just received your let t er, dated 1st & 2nd Jan1, to 
Mamma, with the enclosed despatches from all the dear 
little ones . We are delighted t o hear of your welfare , 
aft er your protracted silence . You must have felt very 
happy, i n being again with dear Jane, and passed the 
holi days very plea santly with her How much I would have 
enjoyed being wi t h you. You make no mention of your 
journey to Scot land I hope you were not much fatigued, 
nor suffer ed from the cold . Alick is I suppose quite well 
and a lso dear Ja ne- -who has not yet sent her l ong promised 
lett er. Dear Jane has so much to do at home, with all 
her l i ttle cares about her , that she has little time to 
indulge in ot her thoughts . Mamma is delighted with the 
letters of her Grand children and will preserve them as 
keep sakes, very prec'ious to her . You must tell t hem so, 
until Mamma has t i me to do so herself . 

9~h FebY 

By the Prince Alfred t his morning Itgad the pleasure of 
your dear letter dated at Dunain 24. & 27 Deer In ack
nowledging the receipt of my several letters1 you have 
omitted two letters I wrote in Octr You prooably did not 
receive them. 

Jane has been truly good and kind to 
you, and you must love her all the morel for her s isterly 
aff ection. How I love dear Wifey, her . ett er t o Grandma 
is very nicel y written and gave grea t pleasure t o Mamma . 
I hope the dear child will go on impr ovi ng. Such a 
t reasure a s she will be to her Parents no l ess t o a ll 
her relations and fr i ends . Her Father wri t es t hat she is 
getting on very well wi t h her new Governess 1 and we are 
all so gl a d to hear it. He also writes as r ollows . 
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"Martha is much improved in every way, & I leave her to 
"give an account of herself and all her doings" 

Very pleasing to me, is this report, 
though nothing more than expected from the genius of the 
family. Great t hings are expected from you, moral worth 
and intellectual accomplishments. I cannot clearly make 
out your wishes , with respect to your stay in Europe . 
Do you wish to stay in England till August 1874 and then 
have six months in °aris, or do you ask to remain in 
Engl a nd ti l l August 1875, and then finish off in Paris . 
Let me know as soon as poss i ble , for if so I will not go 
or send for you this year . I do not mind the cost , pro
vided, it be for your good . Wr ite expli citly on this 
subject 

1o~h FebY 

There is a prodigious excitement just now, in the Col ony, 
respecting the conduct of the Cabinet. It is suspected 
De Cosmos , is betraying the Country- -compromising its 
best interests and bartering the Railway for a money pay
ment , from the Dominion Government. This has excited all 
classes agai nst hi m, as you will see by the two Papers-
the Col onist of t oday and yesterday , wh i ch detai l s t he 
particulars of these sti rring events. You will see tbe 
"Litt le Doctor s " name prominent among the agitators . 

Mamma sends you ber l ove , not a day 
passes , without a prayer to Heaven for you. May t he 
blessed Saviour , have you in his holy keeping. Love from 
Ali ce , James &c . I delivered your letter to Amy . My 
dea r est Child 

Your l oving Father 

(Endorsed] Answered 
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MY dearest Martha 

Victoria Vancr Island 
20~h Febf 1874 

I have just fini shed a letter to yr 
Dallas , in reply to suggesti0ns about your return t o 
Victoria , wr. en Mf Fraser, comes thi s way , under hi s care. 
The following extra ct contains what I have writ t en to 
him, on the subject. 

'~ith respect to Martha's return to 
V1ct or j a 1 I have not yet decided, on the time and the 
means . I dearly wish to see you all aga i n, and had 
a lmost made up my mind, to take a run to England th i s 
year , but I have just received a letter from Martha , ex
pressing a wi sh to prolong her stay, so "that I am at a 
loss wha t t o do 11 11until I hear from her again" . But 
I may say tha t I wish her to complete~ the two full years 
in England, that is ' til Sentember 1~74 , after that I 
have no obj ections to her coming home1 if she is so dis
posed , under Frasers escort , but not before . Should 
t here be no other good oppor tunity, I will either go 
myself, if spared , or send James to bring her home" 

So you see , much a s I regret your ab
sence , you are not to think of coming home, until your 
two years in Engl a nd are completed, my object being to 
give you the full est opportunity of completing your 
educat i on, whi ch I hope with Gods bles sing, will greatly 
redound to your advantage . Oh! how I l ong to see you 
again! 

I have just r eceived your letter dated 
Dunain 11~h Janf You are still happy in the Society of 
dear sister Jane , who not only l oves you dear l y , but ad 
mires you for many estimable quali t ies of mind . She 
writes me t ha t you are very careful and not at all waste
ful or extravagance, have led to the ruin of thousands . 

You must have enjoyed the views from 
Dunain Hill , a s well as the bracing air and healthful 
exercise . To me , it woul d have been delightful. My 
wa l ks are , at this season, limited to Cl over po i nt and 
Fair field. The views of the straits and Mountains are 
ever varyj ng and always full of beauty. 

The Go l d hunters are now hurrying off 
to Cassiar, with bold heart s , fuli of visions of a golden 
harvest . May success attend the poor fellows; I am sure 
they deserve it , in return for so many t oils and pri
vations as they endure. 

I enclose a few violets whi ch I have just 
pi cked in t he flower border, for I am sure you will prize 
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them. The electi ons are over. De Cosmo s and Roscoe 
are returned for the Commons I t was a hard fight for 
De Cosmos but he stood bravely to h1s colors--and won 
the prize . Politics are stil l rampant here ; the great 
questions of the day, are closely debated , with refer
ence to the futur e well being of the Col ony. I hope 
that good will be the resul t . 

24~h Febf 

You dea r l ittl e delightful child , the P. Al fred is in , 
and brought no let t er from you. What a disappointment . 
There wa s a l i ght f all of snow yester day, it is mel ting 
away f a s t today. Mamma is quite wel l , Alice has a bad 
col d. Helen , s t r ong and hear ty. All uni t e wi th me , in 
f ond wi shes f or your welfare. Writ e of t en . 

My dear est child 

[ Endorsed] Answered 
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My dearest Martha 

Vict~~ia Va ncr Island 
28. Feb¥ 1874 

Sister Alice called yesterday on dear 
Miss Wyllie 7 and brought home the glad tidings , that 
she had just received a letter from you, with a Photo
graph taken at Inverness . D~ar Mamma is delighted with 
itl and so are we all. It has been scanned and critisised 
[s c] by the whole family, and decided by one and all that 
it is a capital picture and a perfect l ikeness, rather 
highly col oured perhaps, evidently by your own hand, a 
very difficult thing to do, yet the execution is greatly 
admired . I observe a change , for the better in your 
appearance! a great likeness to Jane--and altogether a 
more woman y aspect; a consol ation, in some measure for 
your absence. 

In an unusually talkative vein Alice 
made some admirable remarks about her sister Martha 
saying she was a child of a noble charact er and that her 
mind and sentiments were all of the same stamp and had 
nothing mean about them. This was very pleasing to me; 
I love my children dearly and nothi ng can be more 
gratifying than to hear of their good qualities and 
virtuous deportment . 

The Lady Lampson is to leave today for 
London , with the furs and other exports of the Hudsons 
Bay Company. Mr Barnab~, who is almost prostrated by a 
serious illness goes with her as a passenger; for the 
benifit of the sea voyage, a doubtful experiment whj ch 
will either kill or cure . 

3~ March 

The weather has been stormy, raw andMsagreeable, since 
the 28~~ but has improved today, the sun shining warm 
and bright on the clear, white snow which fell last night . 
The f lowers have a hard time , but the Crocus beds are 
struggling into flower , and will soon be in a gl ow of 
beauty. The Wyllies spent the evening with us , and were 
as usual very nice . We heard that Miss Pinder is soon to 
be married to the Honple Captain Hare Commander of the 
H. M. Corvette "Myrmidon" a good partie [sic] for her and 
I wish her every happiness. We have just heard of the 
great battle with the Ashantees; we appear to have sus
tained a severe loss, without the consolation of having 
gained a decided success. We are dying to hear further 
particulars of that hateful war. Tell me all you know 
about it . 
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"Ang" has just brought over your nice 
lett er of 23 Janf from the Post office, and also the 
Photographs. We are all so pleased; I have been over t o 
Amys with hers, Alice and Jim have got theirs . The one 
intended for Mamma, and me, is charming. Mamma dislikes 
the hat , as being too l ofty, whi l e ? on the other ha nd I 
per f ectly dote upon it, and think lt suits you to a 
marvel . We shall have it framed and placed i~ as a n 
ornament on the Dr awing r oom table. Now my dear, for 
the contents of your letter. Fi rst I wi sh to observe 
that it i s somewha t of a scrawl, carelessly written, 
and not so neatly worded as it should be . There is a 
great dea l of importa nce attached to what is called 
''s tyle" i n writing. Trif les light as air, acquire a 
zest when put in neat and pointed language and make up 
a very interesting letter. The art of writing well is 
one of these accomplishments which can onl y be acqulred 
by close and careful study. In order to improve your 
style 1 study the writings of good authors. Read a pa ge 
att entively and after mastering the sense, wri te it out 
in your own words without looking at the Book. By com
paring the two, you will observe the beauties and defects 
of each. 

Aut hors i mprove t hemselves, in that way. 
See bow well expressed Sister Jane ' s lett ers arei· they 
are always neatl y and cleverly hit off; an examp e and 
encouragement for you, my dear. Writing is a most 
important part of education. I wish you to devote a 
grea t dea l of t i me and care to its atta inment. Remember 
this my dear , and let every succeeding l etter f r om you, 
pr actically assure me , of your pr ogres s . Your last 
letter , is nearly as badly written , as Agnes ' scrawls, 
and they are intolerable. I encl ose a part of your last 
letter, pruned of r edundancies, as a study. Observe how 
i t is i mproved by the process. 

Now, my dear, prayi in future take care: 
let me see no careless or slovenly etters from you. Your 
rule must be , to write onl y so much as you can write well. 

Having thus done the disagreeable l et 
me dearest, answer your queri es. We have seen t he 
Grand Duchess Mar i e's por t r ait. Mamma t hinks her only 
passable , whi l e I l ove that dear sweet, i nnocent f a ce, 
f a ncying it resembles yours . Alice sides with Mamma , 
without producing a change in my opini on. I cling to my 
first l ove . The walks about Dnnain must be deli~htful . 
Your readings with si~ter Ja ne , and musical soirees, 
instructive and pleasant . How I l ong to be with you. 
What an advantage for you to be wi th your dea r sister. 
What a r e the Misses Penrice doing, keeping school, or 
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living on their means . I wish you could see your old 
friends . So closes your letter. I see by t his mornings 
Pa persl t hat yrs Forman, is advertising her furniture for 
sale , ntending probably to give up house keepi ng . Amy 
was saying the ot her day, that she wa s going out aga in 
and wa s looking for a place. The Doctors, if he takes 
her aga in would just suit her. Parliament i s now pr o
rogued, a nd we breathe freely aga i ni· s ince we have no longer 
to dread a r epetiti on , of their dai y wrangling and folly. 
Mamma is well and sends you, her l ove and kisses . James 
is studying law, with ardour and perseverance, trusti ng 
some day to make his mark a t the Bar. 

l Ot h March 

My da&ling I have just received your letter , dated 28~h 
& 29~ Jan1, and we were so glad to hear from you. I 
left the ~hotograph at MT Lowenbergs office , he being 
out at t he time . OWing to the uncertai nty of the Post , 
by Pugets Sound , I have not , sent by that r oute, but 
onl y by t he dir ect Steamer, which accounts for your hear
i ng so seldom from me this winter. 

With respect to your goi ng to school for 
six months in oaris--I see no objection provided , there 
is a school known t o Mi s s Turk, which she can recommend, 
and t ha t we can get you safely conveyed there . Mention 
the subj ect to Miss Turk and inform her t ha t you will 
pr obably leave her establishm~nt, tempora rily, a t mi d
summer, as she should receive a quarters not i ce . I have 
asked Ja ne and Alick to advise me on the sub j ect . There 
is plenty of time to think about it , between this and 
t he end of the midstmmer holidays; a s it would not be 
advisable t o go to Paris , before the hot months are over, 
on account of your health. 

Write me all about t his in your next 
letter. Wha t a sharp boy SidY is , and Wifey such a 
splendid girl. We have read your le t ter with great 
pleasure , and heard your adventures and escapes with 
breathless int erest. 

You have paid mor e attention to neatness 
style and expression, in your last letter, being a great 
impr ovement on t he f ormer , so my darling you must a lways 
do, and you will gi ve me untold pleasure. 

I met Miss Pender the other day when out 
walking and ha d a chat wi th her , she is i n good health , 
and said she wa s sorry you were not coming out from 
England t his year. She is a good kind hearted girl and 
a f avor i te of mine . What a l ong letter you will find this, 
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though there is still much to say. Time presses and I 
must close, for t he present . Mamma sends her love and 
kisses , she had a good cry on your account yesterday. 
She does not admire the extension of your leave , but 
agrees with me , tha t it is all for the best. So good 
bye darling , I wi ll soon wri te again 

May God bless and preserve you , in H1s 
faith , fear and l ove- -

My dearest Child 
Your loving Father 

[Endorsed] Answered 
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Victoria V. I . 19fh March 1874 

My dearest Martha 

This being dear Aroys 19~h birthday--
she is in great spirits , enjoying the kisses and petting 
tha t young ladies naturally on such occasions , expect to 
receive from their friends. Amy has I fancy also re
ceived something more substantial, than mere petting, 
but I have not as yet heard t he extent of her good f or 
tune, though I t hi nk she has several weighty gifts . Who 
is to oet or fondle my own little daughter, when her 
birthday comes r ound , but cheer up my dear , your t urn will 
soon come . You were at Dunain when you l ast wrote to us. 
We have not yet hea r d of your r eturn to school; we shall 
probably get let t er s , today by the "Nor th Pacific" . That 
is however uncertain, as there is a stoppa ge on the Rail 
way, between Sacremento and the t he [ sic] Rocky Mountains, 
near "El cho" where t here has been a land slip, over 10 
miles of the r oad , r endering it i mpassable unti l remade . 

I have been seriously thinking over your 
request , to be allowed six months schooling in Pari s; it 
would i n many respects , be useful· it might improve your 
manners , by associating, with kind, easy, engaging french 
gir l s . There is one strong objection however , which I 
cannot overcome ; that is the dread of Fr ench morals and 
sentiment--which I believe to be so different f rom our 
own. It may be bigotry on my part , thei r mor a l senti
ments may be a s pure as our own, but sti ll the impression , 
remains unchanged in my mind . Miss Turk, having a s I 
understand been to school at Paris will be a pr ooer person 
to consult . Let her know my opinion and let me know her 
views, about the character of French young ladies school s . 

2 P. M. 

The Mai l has arrived and br ought no 
letters from you 

A slight touch of gout , in the same 
foot , as the one you doctored, so well and so l ovingly 
months ago , has been troubling me, for some days pa st . 
It is easier today, and wi ll soon I hope be well. It is 
not a very serious a ttack, not confining me to the House , 
nor disabling me from t aking out door exercise, either 
wa l king , or on horseback. 

The weather is getting warmer , but there 
is still a bite in t he wind , whi ch impels to motion, and 
makes exercise grateful. The Crocus beds are out in ful l 
f l ower , and look so pretty. The Bulbs , are all up. The 
violets have l ong been in bloo • • 
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The garden has been turned over from 
end to end, and not a weed is to be seen . There will be 
no trouble in digging the garden t his year, as the work 
is alre"idy compl ete. People are flocking to "Cassiar" 
the new gol d field on Dease' Lake, St ikine River You 
of course know that is north of Fort Simpson, and can 
find the place on the map. 

Mamma has just been in seeing me , active 
lively and happy , looking . She sends you her l ove , and 
kisses , wi th every good wish, she can frame . 

Alice i s suffering from a cold and t r y
ing to convert Helen into an i nvalid , by keeping her in 
bed and t ouching her with caustic. Amy and Dolly are 
well. They all unite wi th me in l ove and best wishes . 

May God bless you my dear Child 

Your l ovi ng Fa ther 

[Endorsed ] Answered 
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Victoria V. I . 24~h March 1874 

MY dearest Martha 

This has been one of our "white" days; 
we were still at breakf ast , when "Ang" presented your 
dear letter to Mamma dated 7 Febf per the "North Pacific" 
and a few hours later , arr ived your prized letter to 
Pa pa of the 14~h FebY, per the di rect Steamer "Pr ince 
Alfred". We are gl a d t ha t you enj oyed t he holidays at 
Dunain9 I am sure Jane in her sisterly l ove would spare 
no pains to make you happy, and Alick is kindness itself . 
His kindness in taking you to Scot land and back t o 
school , I duly a pprecia te , and feel hi ghl y grateful for . 
In a letter which I have just received from him, he good 
hU!Ilouredly r emarks , "I brought Mar. back on the 4~h Ins~ 
"and next day but one depos i ted her in Miss Tur ks arms 
"at Waterloo Station". He says moreover , something more 
interesting than that, he declares t hat "Martha i s very 
"much i mproved indeed, and a pleasant and cheerful in
"mate and companion. She plays very well and is well up 
"in all lady accomplishments , not omitting the very im
"por t ant one of manners" &c &c 

This is really gratifying , and shows 
t ha t you are making the best use of time; we are all so 
pleased to hea r t hese good accounts , they are some 
consolation in your absence . 

The Barmacede has at last feasted hi s 
ha l f fami shed guest , the details of your journey from 
Dunain, are most i nteresting; I only wish you could have 
given a da y each, to the Lions of Edinburgh and York, 
both a re well worth se eing. How pleasa nt it must have 
been to fall in with Miss Elizabeth at the Waterloo 
Stat i oni it wa s meeting an old friend , at the r i ght time. 
The enc osures f or AllY and Dolly, I delivered t o them at 
once~ and Miss Dolls is particularly gra t i fied , at having 
a le~ter a l l to herself. Hel en will no doubt , be looking 
for a like favour , or she may get awfully angry. The 
Provi nce is now quiet, the pol itica l excitement caused 
by the defeated a t t empt of the Ministry to change the 
terms of Union, has completely subsided wi th the cause 
which gave rise to it . Cassia r is now the attr action; 
peopl e a re hurrying to it by every steamer , each press ing 
on a head of the other , to secure a cl ai m. I am afraid 
they are over doi ng t he t hing , a s so little is known~ 
the auriferous area whi ch has yet in a great measure t o 
be expl ored. If the rush of peopl e be t oo great , it i s 
almost cer tain tha t many will be disappointed . You ask 
about the diff erence between the Dean and the Bishop . 
Well the worthy Dean, who is a sound Churchman, has 
conscientious objecti ons to ri tualism , and he imagines 
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the Bishop has a leaning that way , and is seeking to 
introduce its forms , in the Churches here . This i s the 
whole and sole cause of the difficulty, in our church; 
we all deplore but cannot remove it . Pretty little 
Madam will be a model, for you; good manners make the 
Lady. 

Mamma continues in good health and sends 
you love and kisses without number . James is suffering 
from a swelling in the knee, and is otherwise out of 
health and dispirited--poor boy he has been a great 
sufferer , and bears his trials wi th pa tience . Alice is 
well. We have such a number of birds about the garden, 
a free concert every day. May God bless you My dear 
Child your Father JAMES DOUGLAS 

[Endorsed ] Answered 
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MY dearest Martha 

Victoria Vancr Island 
1 April 1874 

This being business day , and having a 
l ong arr ay of accounts to settle I cannot write so fully 
a s I wish. Your let t er of 21 FebY arrived yesterday and 
found us all well, except James and Helen who are both 
ailing , but not seriousl y. I delivered your message to 
Dolly who was duly edified by its purport . Mamma devoured 
the kisses, leaving hardly any for me. 

the exercise 
You may take riding l essons i f you please, 

will be useful and promote your heal t h 

We were so gl ad to hear that the Misses 
Penrice were well; we entertain a lively recollection of 
the dear good , kind souls. Remember me kindly to them. 
Mr Wylly is not doing much in the way of business . I had 
not heard a bout the consignment of Pianos, until I re
ceived your letter. I hope it may be so poor fellow, for 
I fancy he i s badly off. 

The weather is now very fine, and the 
flowers looking up . The return of spr i ng makes me l ong 
for a roam somewhere , most of all to Engl and where I have 
so many that are near and dear to me. It woul d be such 
a nice change, and give a filli p to existence. M! and 
Mrs Grahame are about to leave this place aee t he end of 
the present month , for Red River t o take cha rge of t he 
Northern Department, a fine a ppoi ntment for Grahamei with 
better pay than he now r eceives . It wi ll be a tria for 
Mary to leave Mother and all her friends . Many new 
houses are going up in t own,- yet there is no increase in 
the population, and complaints of dull times general. 

Amy has lately heard from Mary Crease-
you never say any thi ng about her now. 

3 April Good Friday 

We were at Church this morning in gra titude for our 
Savi ours unspeakable. l ove , in redeemi ng us from s i n and 
from death everlasting. Oh ! t he wonders of hi s l ove 
and grace . I ha d a chat after church with dear Miss Pender, 
who desired me to give ,ou her l ove and promised to write 
soon, even though it were a short le t ter, to t ell you her 
s tory, which she t hinks will surprise you--meaning her 
engagement to Captai n Hare . Mr MCKenzie , once of Cr aig
flower, is and has been for several months in very bad 
health--his children are a great c~mfort to their Parents, 
doing every thing in their power to a ssist them, and l a rgely 
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contributing by their exemplary conduct , to their com
f ort and support 

Tidings of good diggings ar e flowing 
in apace from Cassiari causing great elation in town. 
I hope the yield of go d may prove as good as expe cted, 
for t he poor fellows who go there suffer great privations 
& run endless risks, i n seeking to better their fortunes . 
How unfortunate i t i s, that the gold fiel ds , are so far 
awa y, and in the most inaccessible parts of the country, 
were they near town one might go there, and make a raise 
every morning before breakfast Would(n] ' t that be grea t 
fun. 

I send you, a newspaper containing the 
good Dean's address explaining the nature and objects of 
the Synod. You will find the Bishops letter , comprised 
in the addr ess; His Lordship , in that production certainly 
exceeded the bounds of Christian charity. My dear child, 
I must now say ad i eu. May God in his mercy keep and pre-
serve you. Your l oving Father 
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Victoria V.I. 11th April 1874 

My dea rest Martha 

It wa s only the other day, I wrote you 
by the "Nor th Pacific" since t hen the " Prince Alfred" 

~!fc~~:el!~te;;t~ft~S~~~!~t !~g ~~~a;:r~~~e~~~~ ~~~e~:o 
with pleasant details and many queries, which I will 
now answer . The For ma n murder case has been tried , and 
the crimi nal condemned to death. Being under t he in
fluence of liquor, is not regarded by the Law as a palli
ation, when crimes are committed; drunkenness is an 
aggravation of the of f ence. 

I shall not f ai l to write you often; I 
know the value of a let t er from home . What a pleasant 
winter you had in Scotland; is it always so? I have no 
doubt, we shall f ind a quicker horse than Cendre for you 
to ride , when you come th i s way. Cendre is still sound 
and active1 keeping his own with his younger friends. 
Ang is still flourishing. Taun has not yet put i n an 
a ppearance. Agnes dear chi ld is not a good correspondent . 

It is onl ,, r i ght, you should t hink of 
home , my darling , we often think of you. Your portrait 
is on my table , its constant place and is much admired. 
There is nothing encouraging known about the over-land 
Railwa y. I fear this year will aga in pass away , without 
seeing a beginning made. We must live in hope . The 
Pembertons live somewhere in London, and are expected out 
next month. Their address is Y & A Gr antoff & Co . 
3 Jeffrey Square St Mary Axe- -London 

The violets y~u sent, are very sweet and nice . I gave 
them to Mamma . Your violet plant [is] very large I 
wa s dressing it the other day. It is now coming !nto 
flower--there is just one sweet 11 t t.le blossom but more 
are comi ng . Who are t~"Barbadians" you s peak of , that 
Miss Turk t a lks of taking to Paris at midsummer . Are you 
to be one of the party . It is very hot at midsummer in 
Paris . Jane seldom writes now; she has her own cares poor 
thi ng. So ends my review of your letters . 

Mf ~Kenzie of Craigflower died yester
day, of heart disease- -aggravated by a fall from his 
carriage . I called upon him, a few hours , before his 
death , but did not see him, as he had dropped into a 
quiet sleep. He has left a large f ami ly very slenderly 
pr ovided for . Commit your fatherless children t o me saith 
the Lord . I saw MTS Autrich yesterday, she told me the 
Scout was at Valparaiso , and might possibly return to 
Victoria. What a disaupointment , tha t will be to Captain 
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was a matter of general importance. You see what it is 
to be a favourite . A great many people are going to 
Cassiar, every steamer for Stikine is full of passengers. 
I hope there may be no disappointment . I fea r for 
Cariboo and Omineca; they will be almost deserted . We 
are all well at home , enjoying the f ine weather. Mamma's 
l ove and kisses wi thout number. James and Alic e are gone 
out boating . May God bless you my dearest Child . Your 
loving Father . JAMES DOUGLAS 

(Endorsed] Answered 
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Victoria V.I. 15~h April ' 74 

My dearest Martha 

Yesterday, I followed the late Mr MCKenzies 
body to the grave; the funeral was numerously attended , 
by the fr i ends and acquaintances of the deceased gentleman. 
He was buried in a family vault, l ately constructed in 
the new cemetery. MfS MCKenzie and family, are inconsolable , f 
it was painful to hear ~e-fle~P them as the cortege was I 
moving off from their residence at Lake Hill , to use a 
scripture phrase , they lifted up their voices and wept 
aloud; as the Father and husband , who had so long cheered 
them, by his pr esence , was being borne away, from his 
peaceful home. He died in peace after receiving the 
Communion, and was perfectly resigned t o the will of God. 
May we be found so also when our turn comes . It matters 
not how brief our pilgrimage on earth may be, provided 
we wa lk in faith, wi th our~ins girt and our lamps stored 
with oil , ready at the voice of the bridegroom when he 
comes to call us home . 

17th April 

Have j ust s een the Revg Mr Holmes the Epi scopal Minister, 
at Cowitchin who call ed to solicit aid, in erecting three 
small churches , in his par ish. He is a good worthy man, 
a true follower of our Lord and Master One cannot help 
feelir.g , a deep interest in his work of proclaiming the 
glad tidings of salvation, through a crucified Saviour . 
He is full of hotle, and meets with zealous suppor.t from 
white men and Indians . He likes Cowitchin preferring it 
to Yal e , where he was previously stationed. I gave hi m 
thirty dollars , for the build1ng fund , and he went, on his 
way, rejoicing . 

The I ris , in your flower bed is now 
in flower , looking mo r e l ovely than it ever did before. 
We have now abundance of flowers! making t he borders ex
ceedingly gay. Mamma is in exce lent healthi though she 
will not think so Up every morning at 6 o ' c ock she 
bustles about till breakfast t ime . The chickens , now f i ll 
her mind with anxious cares, and we all l ook grave and 
appear to sympathize, if mishaps occur. To laughi would 
be a a [sic] serious offence . The "Princess Roya " has 
just arrived , in l ittle over four months from Engla ndt a 
r emarkably quick voyage . Miss Pinder is to be married 
next month; the happy couple are to r eside at Fairfield 

18~h April 

We drove out to Cadbor o Bay, with our two carriages this 
afternoon. Amy, Dolly, Helen, James and Mabel Grey, 
daughter of Judge Grey, a charming girl, and I formed the 
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party. Neither Ma nor Alice would go . We had a very 
pleasant time , botanizing and collecting shel ls and 
marine pl ants. Got home i n the evening laden with these 
treasures. 

20~h April 

The "North Pa cific" i s 
and post it , at once . 
vised in my next . 

just in; I must finish my 
Any letters from you will 

tale 
be ad-

We are all quite well, and send you no 
end of l ove and kisses 

May God bless and pr eserve you My 
deares t Martha Your l oving Father 
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Victoria V.I . 21~t April 1874 

MY little Darling 

The "North Pacific" has come and gone, 
and by her, I sent my letter of yesterdays date . You 
will thus have a chance of getting a~tter from me , 
every week; very nice, n ' est- ce pas · on my part I shall 
be delighted to hear as frequently from you. The weather 
is lovely, and t he garden beautiful. 

22d April 

Had a few friends to luncheon with us today. Mr and 
MfS Edgar l the gentleman a cting confiAential agent , of 
the Domi n on Government; a very pleasant mani Dr and MfS 
Tuzo. Had a delicious spr eadi with all the delicacies 
of the season. We did it ful justice and had a very 
pleasant af ter noon James i s a l ways compl aining; never 
being altogether well. His a ppetite is good; so that 
t he poor boy, may yet recover his healtr . I have not 
heard from Agnes lately. She is a careless correspondent . 
We know however tha t she is in good hea lth . 

24~h April 6 P. M. 

The " Prince Alfred" has just arrived, 
too late , for the distri bution of the mail this evening , 
so we must wait, f or your letters t ill tomorrow . I 
have been ridi ng t oday, about "Fairfield" getting vari ous 
improvements made . The Chinamen, have their grounds in 
splendid orderi their crops are coming on finely; I 
hope the poor rellows may have a large return, and be 
well repaid for their labour. Wards grounds, are a 
picture of neatness, the fruit trees are thr iving; the 
strawberry beds , ar e f ul l of flower buds . I must vi sit 
him often when the f r ui t Ais ripe , to test their quality 
a nd his cream. Smith is a sloven, his chj ef pride being 
in large turnips . Moss str eet is finished as far as 
Henleys fence save and except a ver y short piece near the 
gatei which i s not yet graded. It is , notwithstanding, 
a sp endid drive . 

Poor King is not thriving chiefly t hro ' 
his own folly , being a thoughtl ess improvide%t man. 
Ah here comes Ang with your letter dated 15. h March, what 
a treasure but r ather long in coming--39 days !! The post 
marks are as follows Worcester park 14 Mar. Windsor 
Canada 7 April. This tell s of a tedious passage to 
New York, and of delay, in the overland journey to San 
Francisco . There is no help for that; we ca nnot command 
the elements, and must yield to their swa y. I acknowledged 
the Photographs- -in a former letter , a nd your dear ima ge 
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neatly framed, is now standing before me, at the writing 
desk; a very nice picture it is , looking hard at Pa pa. 

I now understand your wishes, with 
respect to your stay in Europe; your return home , is to 
be in 1875'. I have already in a former letter, given 
you my views with respect to the proposed term, in Paris, 
I have no objections to the pl an, beyond those I have 
stated; a reluctance to my lambi being committed to the 
care of wolves . Write to me fu ly on the subject; 
tell ing me how you are to get to Paris , and how you are 
to get back again, to Miss Turks and who you are to be 
placed with. You cannot travel alone , and who is to 
take you backwards & forwards? You must have had a jolly 
time at the Pr ocession, kissing your hand to the dear 
Queen, was rich, I hope Her Majesty , appreciated the 
compliment. It was truly kind of dear Jane to place 
No 3, at your service. Mamma is pleased with your letter , 
and sends love and kisses, she is quite well. The chil
dren are all going out to a little pic nic. I delivered 
your let t er to James. I shall write again in a few days . 
May God bless you, my dearest child Your loving Father 

JAMES DOUG LAS 
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MY dearest Martha 

Vancouver Is land 
Victoria 28 April 1874 

The sweet little Robin is pouring out 
his heart , in melody, making the wilkin ring with his 
morning song of praise and thanksgivi ng. Would that we, 
were equally grateful, to the Author of a ll good. Would 
that we woul d lift up our hearts to the Lo r d "who is good 
and gracious , whose mercy endureth fo r ever"; "whose 
works are manifold , in wi sdom hath he made them all the 
earth is f ull of his riches". Such is the inspired 
l anguage of the Psalmist , it comes with peculiar force, 
upon the mind at this season, when the fields are clothed 
with beauty, and Nature r e j oices in her God. I had an 
early ride t hi s mor ning , and r eturned from it, fresh and 
vigorous for breakfast 

May 4~h 

I saw MfS Elliott yesterday: she i s not at all well; 
May I di d not see, as she was out ~ when I called , she is 
however quite well . yts Trutch mere [ sic] is seriously 
ill; it is feared she will not r ecover. Let us hope for 
the best . 

My darl ing I should like to know , what 
you are doing just at this moment . As for Papa he was 
up early, before 6 o'clock, and after going through , 
with the usual mo r ning duties, he rode out through Fa ir
field and r ound by Beacon Hill and so home , on the stroke 
of 9 o 'clock for breakfast having earned, in the morning 
air a thorough relish for the earl y meal. Parties are 
out in all directions r epairing the old and making 
additional roads. Mr Beaven the new commissioner of works 
is certa i nly ener getic and carries on the business of 
his department , i n a thoroughly earnest and eff i cient 
manner . Better certainly than the former incumbent . 
"May day" passed away without any public notice, the old 
Engl ish obser vance of the day once in vogue her e , has 
f a llen into disuse, and its pleasant associations are 
gone with the day. We are fast lapsing from English and 
adopting Canadian customs . The ut of July "Dominion Day", 
is now the great celebration of the year. 

The "North Pacific" is in, and I have 
received your l etter of 26~h March, and the Saturday 
following. We are thankful for the tidings of your 
welfare, and so glad that the climate of Engl and agrees 
with you so well. It is sett led now , that you are not 
to come out , t hi s year or before the early part of 187,. 
You have many subjects, contained in my late letters to 
reply to ; pray let your replies be full and preci se. 
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"Cambridge", I see won the University 
Race again. Alas !! for'Uxford" . Why did'nt [ sic] you 
go with Miss Eliza , to see the contest? Sights like that, 
are instructive and suggestive . The Whiskey Crusade, is 
not likely to succeed. The devoted women who have 
struggl ed so hard to arre st a disastrous evil, enta iling 
misery on thousands, have my warmest sympathy and respect. 
The evil is beyond their reach , except through the i r 
indirect i nfluence on legislation Mamma is well and 
uni tes with me in love and good wishes . I close in 
hast to catch the steamer . 

My darling Your loving Fa t her JAS DOUGLAS 

[Endorsed] Answered 
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Victoria V. I . 5~h May 1874 

My darling 

I despatehed a letter yesterday, and 
now begin another . MfS Trutch mere [sic ] , is i mproving 
and will, I hope , be restor ed to health. 

The "Otter" arrived last night from 
Stikine . The River was f r ee of ice , and people were 
thr onging up in boats and canoes . Two men who arrived 
here direct from the digFings , r eport great doings there; 
though there is still snow on the ground and that hard 
frozen. Mf Moor e dug out 10 ounces of gol d in one day, 
about 160 dollars- -This is something marvellous , and the 
report will attract thousands of hardy miners . So much 
the better f or the count ry , as a stimulous f or settlement. 
Nothi ng certain is yet known about the commencement of 
the Railroad . We live in hopes , of seeing it started 
t his year. 

I wish we could send you a few bushels 
of "Roxbury Russets" which we are now usi ng , in a per
fectly delicious state . I am sure you would enjoy the 
treat . James i s pursuing his legal studies with com
mendable tenacity, hoping one of these days to make his 
mark at t he Bar . 

I had not t i me when writi ng yesterday, 
t o go very thoroughly into the subject of your last l etter; 
I will do so now . I del iver ed your letter to Amy, at 
once. You are r ather hard upon poor DeCosmos . Young 
Ladies must not be so decided i n their politics: they 
must always be gentle and good , carefully avoiding the 
use of strong language . 

• I did not visit Windsor Castle and saw 
i t only in the distance. It is a beautiful place , well 
worth a visit . Mamma was in great sorrow about you 
yesterday. She heard from James Helmcken, that you had 
a sore foot , and had been obliged to go with it to the 
Doctor . Pr ay what is wrong with the foot . You make no 
allusion to it in your letter to me . 

9t h May 

The "Prince Alfred" is in with the mails . Ang is off to 
the Post Off ice , for any letters there may be . The 
Grahames are t o l eave immedi ately for Red River, and will 
be away for some years. I fancy they will eventually 
settle here. Alice and Amy with all the litt le ones , 
and some invited friendsi have gone out for a litt le pic 
nic; they were also out ast Saturday and enjoyed it so 
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much that t hey are off again to t he same spot a sandy 
beach somewhere near Shoal Point . Your lett er of 3d 
April to Mamma ha s just come over; & set Mamma's mind 
at ease. She l mol or e s you not to wear tight shoes , as 
t hey invariably hurt the feet , and cause much sufferi ng 
from Corns &c . 

Your stormy Sunday, or r a t her Good 
Frida y, was here , marked by a Strong westerly breeze , 
accompanied by showers of rain. Weather not very dis
similar to that , whi ch you describe as occurring at the 
same t i me in England . Your dinner was certainly good; 
the dessert profuse: wha t pleasant times you have. 

ll~h May 

The Steamer with the Mail s goes today. Better tidi ngs 
from Ottawa , about the Ra il r oad nothi ng certai n however , 
except tha t a new project for its construction is to be 
submitted , t omorrow to Parliament . 

We are all, thank God , in good hea lth . MfS Trutch is 
doing well. Mamma sends her fond Love . Your little 
Apple tree "Arbour" is one mass of blossom. Maasked me 
to say so , as she looks at it from her window every 
morning and t hinks of you. 

God bless you 

[Endorsed] Answered 
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My own dar ling 

Victoria V. I . 14~h May 
1874 "Ascension day" 

It is just 10 years today, since I left 
home , on my last journey to England; so rapidly has the 
time passed away. You were then a child, and perha ps 
reta in a ver y indisti nct r ecollecti on of the event. 
This i s also the day, that saw Uncle Cameron breathe 
his last , just two years ago . I remember how useful and 
courageous you were on that occasion. What a change 
there is now, in poor Belmont ; it is in a sad state of 
negl ect , without a tenant or an inmate . I attended 
morning service , and took the Sacrament with a feeling 
of love and gratitude for all t hat our blessed Lord has 
done for us . Infinite are his mercies and past finding 
out . There wer e few people in Church~ i t being a week 
day. Mr s Trutch i s r ecovering. The Rhododendron is 
now in f l ower; but not the Grande f l ora. The Tulips are 
beautiful , never saw them so fine before . I have taken 
another ser vantl a r espectable man named "Penny"i into 
my ser vice at £ 20 a year. Very high wages . Un ess he 
proves as useful a s I expect I will not keep hi m l ong. 

18~h May 

The "North Pacific" i s expected today and I will forward 
t his letter by her. The contest about t he Synod is 
still going on , causing no little dissention in our 
Church. Whatever the ultimate result may be , whether f or 
good or for evil, it is certainly giving r i se t o much 
present evil, wi t hout any compensating good . In secular 

B~;;~~~n~~ ~~:en~~s~o~~ ~~nj~~~~~;~slnt~:s~~~~n~~nthe 
Railway. Marcus Smith and the Engineers , ar e busy on 
the Surveys , but there is l i t t l e pr ospect , of the road 
being started this year. We must not despair , as it may 
prove in our case , as in the natural world , that the 
darkest hour , is the hour that precedes the dawn. We are 
now battling with the catterpill ar s (sic ], which have 
this year atta cked t he apple t r ees in gr eat force , one 
woul d fancy their name was legion. 

Mamma i s quite well, and sends you her love . She is 
l onging to see you again ; but you know it is better to 
finish your educat ion whil e you are in England , ano not 
remaining a half learned lady all your life . Amy will 
tel l you all about her journey to Boston Bar. She is 
just now , full of the subject . 

The Countr y is now in all the beauty of 
the advanci ng spr i ng . I wish you were here to enjoy the 
season. My journeys i nto the country and daily drives , 
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would be so enjoyable in your company. You will have so 
much to te l l ; for to me you must play the part of chatter 
box, tha t like the perenial spri ng, the conversation will 
ever flow . Shall I see you t his yea r or not ? is now the 
question, which another month or two must decide for by 
that time, I shal l have made up my mind ,whether I go to 
England or not . If I do cr oss t he Atla ntic it will be , 
entirely on your account . You see wha t an i mportant 
part you play, in my life drama . No letters by the 
North Pacific . Now my dear chi l d once more adieu. May 
God bless and preserve you Your loving Father 

[Endorsed] Answered 
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Victoria V.I. 20 May 1874 

MY own l ittl e darling 

There wa s l a s t night a refre shing r ai n, 
which has laid the dust , and made t hings more pleasant! 
than t hey were before the shower . I was out this morn ng 
and had a very pleasant r ide, through the fre sh balmy 
f i elds , all l ooki ng so bright and cheerful. The fruit 
t r ees are covered with blossom. We shall to all apoear 
ance have abundance t his year. A few f aint hearted · 
miners have re turned from Stikeen, and are abusi ng the 
minest though I f ancy, they never r eached themi or per 
haps rell short of food, and could not wait ti 1 the 
snow melted awa y, and left the gr ound to thaw, suf f iciently 
for working . In a few weeks more we shall have more de
cided r epor t s I trust of an encouraging character . 

2Ht May 

Mr and Mrs Kreimler are about leavi ng t he Col ony , in
tending to j oin an ol d friend of t he f or mer , at "Santa 
Cruz" in carryi ng on business t here . I s incerel y hope 
they may ga in by the exchange , i n a necunia ry way what 
they wil l assuredly l ose in the matter of climate . 

Great preparations are being made f or 
the Queens Bir thday to be held on t he 27t h A Regatta 
forms one fea t ure ot the pr ogramme the militia will turn 
out , and other exhibitions be provided. It will no 
doubt be a gay sea son. 

Do you remember , a great block of white grani te , on the 
east slo~e of t he Park, facing Wards, bef ore you get to 
Beacon Hill. I found a man t his morni ng, busily engaged 
in splitting 11- -the Bl ock of Granite , not Beacon Hill-
into great slabs about 10 inches thick, for ornamental 
work. The slabs were perfectly strait [ sic ] , as even 
al most as if cut out , with a saw, they t ake a high polish 
and wi ll have a pretty effect , i n a building . 

Schol l ey ' s execution is to take pl ace 
tomorrow morning . MrS Forman and family have left the 
Colony, with the intention , !believe, of settling at San 
Francisco . What a misfortune to the poor thi ngs. 

22~ May 

More r ain last night, and still more would be acceptable. 
News there is none to give and I imagine you would not 
t ake much i nterest i n politics or even Rail way dis
quisit ions, such a s I coul d now favour you with . We 
hoped at one time to announce a commencement t his year ; 
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but tha t hope, is now almost exti nct: I fear the work, 
is adjourned "sine die". 

Drove t o-day wit h Alice, litt le Helen and Dolly to 
Rosebank, and had altogether! a pleasant day, picki ng up, 
a quantity of wild strawberr es by t he way, perfectly 
ripe . The Rosebank clearance of last year , looks green 
and pretty, and we str olled about it for some time , en
joying the @PeeR cool shade , and delight ful perfume of 
t he forest . 

Leach [sic] River is looking up again. 
We drew up , for a few minutes , at Parsons Br idge for a 
glass of lemonade , when a man, came out of the house, and 
with great civility held the bridle . I entered i nto 
conversation with him, and discovered it was John Scott 
from Leach River, where he has been domiciled for ten 
years , making a good living by mining. He told me that 
there was a population of 83 celestials, also mini ng and 
making about 6 shillings a day each, so the fellows a re 
in great l uck. This shews there is gold t here, whi ch 
wi ll be f ound some day 

25th May 

The Prince Alfred i s in--no letters 
from you Oh ! oh! Martha. We are a ll well Love from all. 
God bless you, my dear child Your lovi ng Father 
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Victoria V.I. 27~h Ma y 1874 

MY dearest Martha 

In my note of yesterday I hurriedly 
advised your two prec i ous letters of 17¥h and 239 April 
and will now, a s far as necessary notice them, mepe in 
detail. I am glad you received the corrected sheet, in 
good part, showing t hereby your regard for the lesson 
intended , as well a s your excellent sense . The lesson 
will, I know, not be thrown away, but lead to redoubled 
at t ention in future. The Photo--as it is , pleases me 
immensely and no profane hand shall be permitted to 
alter it . The Parisian school so h i ghl y recommended by 
Miss Bushby will suit the purpose , but then how are you 
to travel to and from Paris . You cannot go alone , and 
who is to take you there and back again. Will Alick or 
Miss Bushby be able to find a safe conduct for you. This 
difficulty had probably not occurred to you , when writing 
your last i let me know , par ticula r ly, how it is to be 
pr ovided t·or. 

I am glad you enj oyed yourself at the 
11 0oera", notwithstanding the delay and 11 ttle mishaps you 
met with in going to and returning from it. Your present 
letter is satisfactor y. Now for your second epistle . 
I will not foll ow you in your rever i e . It is good and 
profitable to soar from Natur e t o Na t ur es "God" , all 
whose works are marvellous and in wi sdom hat h made t hem 
a ll. It is pleasant t o hear you speak of them , with 
gra teful feeli ngs of love and adorati on. 

The trip with the Mi sses Bushby to the 
conti nent, meets with my entire approval; as I stated 
in my last hurried note. Were you pleased to admi re King 
Coffee ' s hat and bracelets. If gifted with speech, t hey 
could a t ale of horror unfold , that mi ght freeze your 
ki nd heart . You are I am glad to hear making many 
agreeable acquaintances , and so extend j ng your knowledge 
of the world . Miss Eliza's bouquet i was certainly a 
grea t success. You announce Mr Dal as' return home and 
nothing more , I suppose he was in good health. Pr ay 
draw upon your 11well of thoughts" as much as you please, for 
I delight in the exercise , and the more you draw, the 
clea rer the water will f l ow. There has been no oppressive
ly warm weat her here as yet . I have given your message 
about the songs t o Amy, and your promise to Ja mes . So 
here ends your letter , and I will now take up some other 
subject 

I lately received such a nice letter 
from dear sister Jane. It gave me unmitigated pleasure , 
and isso much prized by dear Mamma . Jane speaks of you 
in highly l audatory and affectionate terms. 
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She declares , you can wr ite , when you 
t ake pains , as well as she can, and she winds up her 
remarks about you in these words . "She (Martha) is a" 
"very good chi l d , I must say, well pr incipled and very" 
"good t emper ed and takes all my advice in such a nice" 
"way, that I can' t heln l oving her very dea rly , f or it. " 

"I wish I had her nearer me for some t h ings" 

It i s plea sant t o hear you so highly 
pr aised , and I believe you deserve the eul ogy . 

1 June 

Jim ' s birthday ; all well--the "North Pacific " is in , so 
I must cl ose , ~o save the mail a s she l eaves again 
i mmediately God bless you Your lovi ng Fa ther 
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